Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledghent of Department's instructions 


received during month of July, 1899. 


(Despatch No. 227, July lst, 1899.) 
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Fegation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


August lst, 1899. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, p. 0. 
sir:- 
8 to my despatch No. 227 of July ist last,- 
1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Department’s 
instructions Nos. 181 and 1862, unnumbered one dated May 
22nd, 1899, one dated June 7th, 1899, two dated June Sth, 
8 1899, and Circular instructions dated June lst, 1899 , 
received during the month of July 1899, 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient. servant, 


8 . 


nal Ms i» my 
: 4 
ö * 
. 
a te 1 
~ * * 
1 * 
1 > é 


y 
es 
a 


5 * 
E 
4 


4 


DIPLOMA" 8 


SEP 18 1899 


a 


~ 


BUREAU. 


 Amgust ist, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the f A 
- j * 


1 
i * 
ort Secretary of State. K 


Subject: Diplomatic and Consular jurisdiction ef Kiao-chow. 


vet - ._ _[uperdal German Governor's protest against act ien 


9 


— 


- @f United States Consul Fowler at Chefoo. Cor- 


K respondence relating thereto. 


(Despatch No. 240, July 28th, 1899.) 
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August lst, 1699. 


fo the Honorable 


Secretary of State, 
Vashington, D.C. 


Sir:- 


> 9 
> 


In continuation of the sudject matter sf a) déspaton 


‘ | Wo, 240 of the 26th ultimo,- 1 have the Wend dé se 


@ communication received yesterday | Spm Haren veh False er, 


the German Minister here, and my reply Cher eres Qa day 


of my instructions to Consul Fowler te hene be partiania 


a to follew only regular diplomatic channels in geaddet ing 


official business with German officials, and ee all 


a 
= — —— 


vin the Imperial German Governor of Kyao-chow. 


I have the honor to be, 


. Sir 


ö ae Tour obedient servant, . 


ssh ae 1. ‘Baron von Ketteler to Mr. Conger, July 28th, 1699. 
to the Governor of Tsingtao, July 18 
von Ketteler, July 31st, 1899, 
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Enclosure No. / in Despatch No. 


Baron von Ketteler to Mr. Conger. 
Imperial German Legation, 


Peking, July 26th, 1899. 


Monsieur le Ministre and dear Colleague: 
I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that I 
have received a communication from the Imperial Governor of if 


Kiautschou, in which he progests against the action of the : 


United States Consul, Mr. John Fowler, at Chefoo, in ad- 


1 

+! 

dressing him directly, and on matters pertaining to the | 
Jurisdiction of the Empire. 1 
ö 

The letter of the United States Consul to the Imperial | 


fl 


Governor at Tsintau,- a copy of which is enclosed,- utterly | 
disregards the diplomatic channels through mich alone any 

official business ought to be conducted between United States 
Officials and the Imperial Authorities within the German : 


territory of Kiautschou. 


7 


His Excellency 


the Hon. Edwin R. Conger, 


Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary See 4 


of the United States, 
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The quoted treaty between Germany and the United 
States obviously refers to German Consular officers resid- 
ing in the United States and to United States Consular 
officéais dwelling in Germany only, and does not therefore 
confer any rights what so ever upon American Consuls in 
China. ; : 

But iii from the tenor and the form of the letter, 
its substance constitutes an attempt by a foreign Consul, 
to interfere with the administration of Justice within the 
Dominion of the German Empire, an act which can not be too 
strongly repudiated. 

I beg therefore to request Your Excellency, kindly to 
correct the attitude assumed by the United States Consul at 
Chefoo in his letter of July 135th to the Governor of the 
German territory. 

While requesting the favour of a reply, it is needless 


* 


to assure Tour Excellency, that I will gladly convey to the 


U 
United States Legation any information which you may deen 


desirable to obtain, with regard to the visit of an American 


vessel in a German port. 


T avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, en- 
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Enclosure No. J in Despatch No. 


rr. Fowler to the Governor of Tsingtao. 
United States Consulate. 
Chefoo, July 13th, 1899, 
To the 
Governor of Tsingtao, 
Sir:- 

I am informed that Ed. King, Reansnider, Daniel Me 
Carthy, 5111105 Watt, Charly Myhiel, Robert Wallace and 
Peter Thomson, seamen of the American barque "Hesper" are 
confined on bread and water in the fort within the colony 
under your jurisdiction. 

I shall esteem it a favor if you will furnish me with 
the particulars in this case, if the above mantioned report 
be true. 


By the treaty between the United States and Germany, exe. 


changed in Berlin 29th April 1872 Article Xlll, "The affairs 
of American ships in Port or at sea, are exclusively within 
the jurisdiction of the Consul of the United States at the 


port or the nearest District," and although there is no U/ 


: 


S. Consul at Tsingtao, nevertheless as this is the nearest 
Consulate, and the Chinese Imperial Maritime Custom-House - 


is stationed there and presumsbly the papers of the "Hesper® 
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as required by Treaty are deposited - in the absence of 
U. S. Consul- with the Chinese Customs officials, I doubt not 
that you will favor me with all the information you may 


me 


have. 


Thanking you in advance, ' 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
| Your obedient servant, 
(Signed). John Fowler, 


. Consul. 
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Enclosure n. in Despatch No. 


Mis. No. 187. Mr. Conger to Baron von Ketteler. 
United States Legation, 


Peking, China, July 3Slst, 1899. 


Mr. Minister and dear Colleague: 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Your Excel- 
lency’s note of the 28th instant transmitting a copy of a 
letter written by ur. John Fowler, United States Consul at 
Chefoo, to the Imperial Governor of Kyao-chow, respectfully 
asking the favor of certain information concerning some 
American sailors said to have been confined in à prison at 
the port of Tsingtao, and informing me of the Imperial Gov- 
ernor's protést against its irregularity, and 3 


Your Excellency's opinion that its substance constitutes an 


attempt by a foreign Consul to interfere with the adminis- 


tration of justice within the German Empire, and requesting 
me to correct the attitude assumed by the United States 


Consul in said letter. 


His Bxcellency 


4 


Baron von Ketteler, 


Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
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I shall at once captrect the Consul to henceforth 
strictly and carefully employ only the regular diplomatic 
channels, through which all official business should be con- 
ducted between officials of the United States and the German 
Authorities at Kyao-chow, and trust there may be no further 
cause of complaint. 

I cannot, however, quite agree with Your Excellency 
that the Consul's request for information, under all the 
circumstances, constitutes on attempt to interfere with the 
ies of justice in the German Empire, but I thank 
Your Excellency for bringing the matter so promptly to my 
attention, and for your expressed willingness to furnish ‘a 
the United States Legation any desired information concern- 
ing American vesseld in German ports, of which I shall, on 
occasion, avail myself. 

Please accept, Mr. Minister and dear Colleague, the 
assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed.) E.H.Conger. 
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Enclosure No. % in Despatch No. 

bai: No. . ‘Mr. Gonger to Mr. Fowler. 
Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, July 3Slst, 1899. 


A Y 4 


John Fowler, Esquire, 
* 
1 United States Consul, 
Chefoo. 
Sir:- 

I have received a communication ren Baron von Ketteler 
the German Minister here, informing me that the Imperial 
German Goverrior of Kyao-chow protests against your action 
in addressing him directly concerning the case of the 
sailors of the American vessel "Hesper" instead of through 
the regular diplomatic channels. 

The Minister also expresses his own opinion that the 
substance of your letter constitutes an attempt by a foreign 
Consul to interfere with the administration of justice in 
‘the German Expire. 

T have informed him that I cannot regard your request 
for information as an 8 to 8 with the adminis-~ 
tration of justice in the German Empire, but that hereafter a 4 


all official communications to German officials should 


follow 
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follow the regular diplomatic channels. You will therefore 


be careful to strictly pursue this course in all your 


official communications with German officials, particularly 


with the Imperial Governor of Kyao-chow. 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


(Signed.) E.H.Conger. 
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92 August 9th, 1899. 


“> 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledging receipt of Vol. 1X of the 


"Messages and Papers of the Presidents of 


the United States.* 
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August 9th, 1699. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Sir:- 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of De- 
partment's unnumbered instruction dated June 14th, 1899, 
and to say that Volume 1X of the "Messages and Papers of the 


Presidents of the United States“ referred to therein, has 


been received and placed in the library of the Legation. 


i 


_ I have the honor to be, 


c Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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August 9th, 1899. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Extension of French Settlement at Shanghai. De- 


partment's instructions No. 183 received. 
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August 9th, 1899. 


To the Honorable / 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, p. 0. 
s1 1 

I have the honor to acknowledge Department's instruc- 
tions No. 183 of June 12th last upon the subject of Extension 
of the French Settlement at Shanghai, and enclosing a copy 
of your note to the French der of the samg date. 

The position you take therein has been and shall be 
kept in mind in all my consideration of the questien. 
I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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August 9th, 1899, 
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Secretary of State. a * 


1 . 0 


Subject: Claim of Rev. F. B. Meigs. Department's instruc- 
e tions No. 186 with enclosed correspondence re- 


ceived. 
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August 9th, 1899, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


_ 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of De- 


partment's instructions No. 186 of June 22nd, last, enclosing 


copy of correspondence between the Department and Consul 
Martin at Chinkiang relative to the claim of Rev. P. B. Me igs 


his 
for the value of property stolen from, by Chinese subjects 


in Nankin,. China. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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August 9th, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Tour of Consular inspection. Department's instruc- 


tions No. 1867, with enclosures, received. 
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Augu st 9th, 1899. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, p. 0. 
Sir:- 

° T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of de- 
partment 's instructions No. 187 of June 25rd last, regarding 
visit to the consulates under my jurisdiction, and enclosing 
copy of letter from the Secretary of the Navy transmitting 
copy of one from Admiral Dewey on the pubsect. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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( DIPLOMATIC, 


SEP 23 1899 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 7 


Subject: Ackmowledging receipt of Department's instruc- 


tions No. 188 that no fees should be charged by 


consular officers for issuing travel certificates. 
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August 9th, 1899. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secregary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

IT have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of instruc- 
tions No. 188 of June 24th, 1899, containing the Depart- 
ment's decision that in the future consular officers should 
make no charge for issuing travel certificates in China, and 

| that they were to be so nate 
— I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Pending negotiations for treaty of alliance 


between China and Japan. Russian Minister has 


filed protest. 


{ Despatch No. 219, June 16th, 1899.) 
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4 TLlerezation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


Toe the Henorable 
P John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Wash ington, 9D. 0. 
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* Im continuation of ny deapatch No. 219 of June 16th 
last, eoncerning the negotiations of a treaty of alliance 
between China and Japan,- r have the honor to report that 


* 


the air has been full of rumors of every sort concerning it, 


from the statement of ite euecess, to that of absolute fail-~- 


: ure, and the recall of the Agents in disgrace. None of then 


* 


are true, and I have net deemed them worthy of reporting to 


* 
* 
the Departuent. | 


2 The facts are that the Chinese Agents are still in 


N . 


‘Japan, the Japanese Minister is very busy here, making 


frequent visits te the Tsungli Yenen, and receiving occasions. | 
, are al visits fron Chinese officials at his Legation, and ur. | 
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) kegation of the Unlird States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


Teungli Yemen a strong and it is said threatening, protest 
against any sort of alliance with Japan. 

Tt ie eurrently reported that Marquis Ite is expected 
here soon, but his eoming is not probable until after the 
preliminary treaty is completed, or unless the field ef ne- 
get fat lens should be transferred fron Tokyo to Peking. 

Tt is not unecezon here te hear the very idea of China 
and Japan opposing Russia scoffed at as preposterous in the 
extremes. But I de not se consider it. Japan lacks neither 
courage nor presumption; her finaneial condition for immediate 
eperations is eite equal to that of Russia. Her Geographical 
pesitien and supericr naval @quipzent in the waters where, if 
there should be war, it must necessarily occur, would presun- 
ably insure her the first naval victory, and the possession of 


Cerea and probable eapture er blockade of Port Arthur. In the 


meantine, & tremendous ary could be raised in china, nach, 


, through Japanese Agency and Grilled and led by Japanese 
ané ether foreign officers, and added to the already large 


and well equipped forees ef Japan would really be fernidabic. 


: Tt 4s true the Chinese de not like the Japanese, 
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means like the Russians, but are terribly afraid of then, 
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* 


and I know from personal conversations with Chinese and 


Japanese that they both cherish & well founded belief that 
such an alliance could recover Corea for Japan, and stop the 
further progress of Russia in China, if not press her back 
from much of the territory which she has already occupied. 
Of course the results of a conflict would depend con- 
siderably upon the W e of other foreign powers. But 1 
apprehend they will all keep hands off, except so far as to 


@enserve their aiready vested rights and resultant oppor- 


= 


tunit ies. 


These suggestions are only made as to possibilities, 
eonsequent upon the successful negotiation of the treaty, 


which is by no means certain. 
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Teration of the United States, 
Peking, August 10th, 1899. 


To the Honorable John Ray, 
Secretary of State} 
Sir:- 

In continuation ef my despateh No. 219 of June 16th last, 
concerning the negotiations of a treaty of alliance between 
China and Japan, I have the honor to réport that the air has 
been full of rumors of every sort concerhing it, from the state- 
ment of its success, to that of absolute failure, and the recall 
of the Agens in disgrace. lone of them are true, and 1 have 
not deemed 1 ee of reporting it to the Department. 

The facts are that the Chinese Agents are still in Japan, 
the Japanese Min ster is very bus: here, making frequent visits 
to the Tsungli Yamen, and receiving occasional visits from 
Chinese officials at his Legation, and Mr. de tiers, the Russian 
Minister here, has filed with the Tsungli Yamen a streng and 
it is said threatening, protest against any sort of alliance 
with Japan. 

It is mupmestipx currently réported thet “Marquis Ite 
is expected here soon, but his coming is not probeble mti 
efter the preliminary ‘seaty is completed, cr vnless the field 
of negotiations should be transferred from Tokyo to Peking. 


It is not wcommon here to hear the very ides of China and 


Japan eppes ing Russia scoffed at es preposterous in the extreme. 
But I do not ‘consider it so. Japan lacks neither courage nor 
presumption; her financial condition for imnediate operations 
is quite equal te thet of Russia. Her geographical position 


and super ier naval equipment in the waters where, if there should 
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the first naval victory, and the possession of Corea and probable 
capture or blockade of Port Arthur, In the meantime, a tre- 
mendous army could be raised in China, which, armed through 
Japanese Agency and drilled and led by Japanese and other fof 
eign officers, and added to th. already large and well equipped 
forces of Japan would really be formidable. 

It is true the Chinese do not like the Japanese, but they 
admire their genius and envy their success. They by no means 
like the Russians, but are terribly afraid of them, and I know 
from ersonal conversations with Chinese and Japanese that they 
both cherish a well founded belief that such an alliance cold 
recover Corea for Japan, and stop the further progress of 
Russia in China, if not press her back from mich of the terri- 
tory which she has already occ wied. 

Of course the results of a conflict would depend con- 
siderably upen the attitude of ether foreizn powers, But I 
apprehend they will all keep hands off, exeept so far as to 
conerpgve their already vested righte and resultant oppor*timi- 
ties. 

Tete suggestions are only made as to possibilities, 
consequent upon the successful nexctiation of the treaty, which 
is by no means certain. 

I have the henor, etc., 
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August 12th, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: nts to Regulations Governing Mines and 
Railways, promulgated July 30th, 1899, 
7 EGE 
(Despatch No. 108, December 6th, 1899.) 
Pr N 
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August 12th, 1699. 


To the Henorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. O. 
Sir:- 
„ /898 
Referring to my despatch N 106 of December 6th, 1699, 


transmitting a series of Imperial Regulations governing 


Railways and Mines in China,- I now have the honor to 
herewith enclose some important Amendments thereto, which 
; received Imperial sanction and were formally promulgated 
on July 30th last. They were received by me from the Tsungli 
men on the 11th instant. 
T have forwarded a copy of then to Censul General 


4 Goodnow at Shanghai. 
; I have the ponor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Raciecure No. ~*~ in Despatch No. a 4 7 
Anendments to Regulations governing Railways and Mines, 


promulgated July 30th, 1899. 


W 4 = Se ee ee ee Se << ee ee ee ee << <= <e 


oy 


(a respect Memorial clearly explaining additional 
regulations agreed upon governing Mining, upon which your 
memorialists implore the Sacred Glance of Your Majesties, the 
Empress Dewager and the Emperor. 

It appears that on the 19th of November, 1898, your 
1 presented a joint memorial, submitting regu- 
lations which were drawn up by them, governing Railways and 
Mines. It was stipulated that in future, to meet the necessary | 
_vequirenents, the Regulations may be amended and revised 
after due investigation of the circumstances, and action 
taken after the matter had been presented to the Throne. 

In the matter of Railways, on the 13th of December, 


1898, the Tanen, conjointly with the Mining and Railway Bu- 


 reau, memorialized the Throne in reference to a thorough con- 


* 


8 sideration having been given to the management of Railways 
and that a distinction should be made between those that 
are urgent and those that can be delayed. The suggestions 


made received the Imperial sanction and were duly promulgated 


‘and are a matter of record. 
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— As to Mines, however, since permission was given to 
work them, it has been found necessary to make additions to 
the regulations which are here explained, The formation of 
stock companies, by Chinese and Foreigners, and the permis- 
sion of the Government to work mines, show that the Govern- . 
ments desire is to treat all with the same kindly feeling, 


irrespective of nationality; and that not one merchant alone, 


ee may share in the profits of mining. Re- 


+" & 


cently, 8 and Foreigners who have applied for mining 
concessions have, (as the Regulations permit all companies to 
survey and locate mining property) selected and located mines 
in a reckless manner in the Prefectures and Districts, vith- 
out clearly defining the place or places, the District and 
the extent or area of the mining property; hence under this 
regulation dishonest merchants, in league with others, and 


by false representations, could get the better of others and 


monopolize the mining lands, while the honest, upright and 
worthy gentry and merchants, would be left"out in the cold“ 
and not be able to devote themselves to mining. This would 
decidedly be greatly at variance with the original purpose 
and intent of allowing mining operations to be carried on. 
It should, therefore, be explicitly made known that such a 
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system must: be regulated and restricted. In future, (con- 
eessions already granted which must be carried opt according 
to the terms of agreement excepted), when mining concessions 
are applied fer, they will only be granted for one place in a 
district, not several places; and thus prevent mining opera- 
tions from getting into the hands of greedy persons by their 
pointing out or locating mines in whole pre rec tur eh and Dis- 
tricts. Such a course will give a shanee to all of reaping 
benefits from sini, 


In the former regulation(Article 13) it is stated that 


"the control of mining companies, irrespective of the foreign 


capital concerned, must remain in the hands of Chinese mer- 
chants?" and (Article 9) "there must be at least a proportion 


of three-tenths of the shares owned by Chinese. When this 


proportion is raised, Foreigners may be invited to buy shares 


Although this rule was for the purpose of encouraging the 
: 


> 


- 


_ people to embark in the work of mining, and to open up a 


new line of business, still the difference between the pro- 
portion of three tenths held by Chinese and seven tenths 

J to be 
held by Foreigners should be taken into account, as it is 


feared that the control of mining interests would gradually 


get 
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get into the hands of Foreigners. It is right, therefore, 


that the regulation should be modified and regulated in this 
respect. ) 


3 * 


Hereafter (existing concessions granted exempted) chi- 
nese and Foreigners should have equal proportion of the shareg 
in mining companies,- i. „ Gach to h@old one-half of the 
shares before mining operations are commenced, thus avoid- 
ing partiality. The direction of mining companies must res? 
however, in the hands of the Chinese merchants. If Foreigners 
object to this system, and ask that the direction be placed 
in their hands, the request will not be entertained. 

(murtner, in the former regulation (Article 6) it states; 

es 
"when applications are made by Chinese gentry or merchants 
to the local officials for permission to engage in mining 
enterprises, if their applications are not in opposition to 
the Regulations, they may be submitted to the qeverment 
Board. The local officials have no power to grant such 
es. If such applications are made to the Board 
direct, 1 must be made through the local officials 
of the applicants’ district and only such applications will 
be granted in which the report of the local authorities is 
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of a favorable nature," The object of this regulation is, 


that areata nerehante making application for mining con- 
cessions, must first wait until a thorough investigation has 
been made and permission granted them, before inviting For- 
signers to take shares in mining companies, and thus pre- 
vent abuses. If before application has been made, or, if 
application has been made and refused, they issue shares to 
Foreigners and join them in mining operations, on investi- 
gation being made, it is found nates there are difficulties 
10 the way of carrying out the work, then a useless expendi- 
ture of money for surveying, etc., will have been incurred, 
no sympathy will be shown them, and further, through their 
misleading action a disturbance will inevitably result. It 
is deemed right, therefore, that this regulation should be 
revised, -as under. In future when Chinese merchants make 


application to work mines, they must first wait until an 


4 


> 


investigation has been made by the officials, and if there is 


nothing to hinder work being carried on, and permission has 


been granted, them they may invite Foreigners to take shares 


and draw up a mining contract. The contract, however, must 
be submitted for the approval of the Government Bureau be- 


tore operations are commenced. Permission will not be 
| granted 
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granted to companies to work mines, if they are formed be- 
fore making application to the Bureau to carry on mining 
operations. 

Again, by regulation (Article 8) i enterprises 
sanctioned by the Board, must be commenced within six months 
of the date of the sanction, otherwise the sanction will be 
withdrawn, unless it can be shown that the delay was unavoid- 
able." Under this regulation delays may occur on mere ex- 
cuses being brought forward and in that case, the working of 
the mine is in name only, but nothing in reality is dene, 
The time has now been fixed to ten months from the date of 
sanction, within which time if operations are not commenced, 
the sanction will be cancelléd, and no excuses whatever will 
considered. The local authorities will then find some other 
merchants to undertake the enterprise, and no disputes will 
be allowed. 

The shor regulations (excepting the changes here made) 
are to remain in force. The mining concessions already 
granted will be carried out under the old regulations, in 
order to avoid confusion and trouble. 

Should Your Wende obe ovo of the revised regula- 


tions presented herewith, your memorialists will have then 
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duly observed. In present ing then, - with the reasons given for 
the changes made, “ your memorialists humbly beg that Your 
Majesties, the Empress Dowager and the Emperor, will approve 


of them. 


It may be mentioned that this Memorial was drawn up 
by the Bureau of Mining and Railways in conjunction with 


the Tsungli Yamen. 


on the 30th of July (1899) an Imperial Rescript was 
issued as follows: 


"Let it be as proposed." 
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Mr. Conger to the 


— N 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Italian Government demands various mining and 
railway concessions in lieu of San Mun. 


(Despatches 167, 168 and 229.) 
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August 18th, 1899, 


Te the Honorable 


Sehn Hay, : 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, p. 0. 
sir:- 

With reference to the demands of the Italian Govern- 
ment for a naval station at San Mun bay and other concessions 
in the province of Chekiang, which was the subject matter of 
my despatches Nos. 167 and 168 and referred to in despatch 
Ho. 229,- I have the honor to report that I am creditebly 
informed that in lieu of the San Mun concession, the Italian 
Minister now requests some railroad and mining coneessions 
in the province of Chekiang, a coal mining concession near 


— ͤ — 


Peking and a raiiread to connect it with the city, and an 


Italian professorship in thé Imperial University. 
I cannot believe the Italians expeet ail these con- 


eessions to be granted, but they feel that they hust have 


* 
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in order, as the Chinese say, to save their fee, 
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Fe ase 7 
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Pekin, China. 


if they abandon the peremptory demand made for San Mun. The 
Chinese 3 has as yet granted none of these requests, | 
and I cannot ascertain at present just what its intentions 
are. J 
The mining concession near Peking has been considered 
for some time, and would likely be granted, if there was 
net such strenuous ppposition to the . railroad to 
eepupect it with the city, 5 the thousands of men who have 
fer so many years been accustomed to transport the coal to 
the city on the backs of camels, donkeys and mules. Every 
winter more than five thousand animals are thus employed. 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Conger to the 
Secretary of State. 
Subject: Mr. wr reports his departure frox Peking on 


| a tour of inspectien of the Censulates in his 


jurisdiction. 


(Instructions Ne. 162, April 16th, 1899) 
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I have the honor to report that Admiral Watsen has 
placed the United States Ship Prineeteon, Commanded by 
Commander Harry Knox, at my disposal fer the tour of the 
Consulates in my jurisdiction as authorized by Instructions 


. 168 ef April 10th last. 


The vessel is expected te arrive off Taku texerrew the 


20th instant, and I intend leaving Peking Monday nerning : 


I have the honor te be, 


‘ , tae, 
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Secretary of State. 


Subject: Messrs. Palen and Wilson have, on the recemméenda- 


- 
— 4 


. 
tion of Acting President Crane of Cornell Uni- 
3 — 8 . 
1 versity, been appointed Fourth Assistants (B) 
in the Indoor Staff of the Chinese Customs. 


(Despatch No. 190, April 15th, 1699.) 
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August 25th, 1899. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary:of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Referring to my despatch No. 190 of April 15th, 1899,- 
I have the honor to report that Sir Robert Hart, Inspector 
danse has favorably considered the applications for 
employment in the Chinese Customs ef the two young géentile- 
men, Messrs. Palen and Wilson, recommended by Acting Presi- 


dent Crane of Cornell University, and their letters of 


appointment as Fourth Assistants (B) in the Indoor Staff 


N 
have been forwarded te then to-day. 
A copy of a letter of the Deputy Inspector General of 4 
N 
Customs notifying the Legation of these appointments is 
— bad ; 
FTW I have the honor to be, 
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„ Bredon te Mr. bane. August as th, 1899, 


T SBOP prefer to jein fepse@iately. ther 


ad 


Inspectorate General of 8 
Peking, 25th August, 1899. 
Sir: 

i have the debe to acknowledge receipt of y eur 
88 despatch of 12th August: in which you forward 
applications for employment in the Indoor Staff of the Chie 

8 from two young gentlenen Messrs. Palen and 
Wilson, students of Cornell University, New York: and in 
reply, I have to express the Inspector General's thanks for 
the personal interest and trouble you have taken in commu- 
nicating with the President of Cornell University in this 
connection. 

The Inspector General will give Messrs Palen and Wilson 
appointments as Fourth Assistants (B) on the conditions set 
forth in the enclosed pro 8 letter of appointment, one? 
for each of thea, their pay and seniority to reckog from 


: 


the date on which they report in China for duty. If the 
pn; Inapec | sens 
young gent leren wish to remain at Cornell to graduate, 


Py 


2 4 
desirable, positions will be kept open for them and their 


appointments held in abeyance till they have graduated; 
if 
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if Ae By prefer to join immediately, they can do so. Being 


* * 


members of the jwnior class and characterised by President * 
ed gee’ 


Crane as “excellent students" it is assumed their educa~ 
tional qualifications are sufficient for wai purpose and the 
there will be no need for a qualifying examination in their 
case. 

I shall be obliged if your Excellency will communicate 
with the President of Cornell asking him to say to Messrs. 
Palen and Wilson that we shall be glad to hear what they 


intend doing. They can communicate direct with the Inspec- 


tor General themselves without further troubling you or 


President Crane. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your Excellency's most obedient 
humble servant, 
R. I. Bredon. 


(signed) 


Deputy Inspector General of Customs. 
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8 i September ist, 18699. 


Mr. Conger te the 
Secretary of State. 


News paper clipping. Public works undertaken by 


Subject: 
the Russians at Talien-wan. 
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September ist, 1899, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


sir:- 
I have the honor to enclose herewith a clipping from 

the North China Daily News of August 26th last, 1 
te the very extensive public works the Russians have under 
taken at their new port Talien-wan, in the development of 
which it is estimated large sums of money will be expended, 

The article is possibly the more worthy of note since 
it assumes rather a friendly view of Russia's advancenent 
in the Grient, a position but seldom taken by the English 
press here. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant. 
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Received 10.50 A.M. 


Secstate, 
Washington, 
Japanese Government granted concession 
less than forty acres. Exact limits not yet fixed. 
Conger. 
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Nov 7 18% 
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September lst, 1899. 


Mr, Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledgment ef Department's instructions 
received during month of August, 1899, 


(Despatch No. 241, August lst, 1899.) 
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Legation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 
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September lst, 1899. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 
sir:- 
Referring to my despatch No. 241 of August ist last,- 
T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Department's 
instructions Nos. 183 to 191 inclusive, unnumbered one dated | 
June 14th, 1899, one dated July Sth, 1699, two dated July 
13th, 1899, and Circular instructions dated July llth, 1899, 
received during the month of August, 1899. 
I have the honor te be, 


Sir 


Your obedient 
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September 13th, 16099. 


ur. Conger te the. 


Secretary of State, 


Subject: Acknowledgnent of instruction No. 193, July 21st, 
1899. ‘Consular Officers in China’cannot charge 
a fee for their services in connection with the 
issue of travel certificates. Department has is~- 
sued a Circular instruction on the subject. 


(Despatch No. 200, May 4th, 1899.) 
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Legation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. | 


September 15th, 1°90. 


Te the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Vashington, b. o. 
sir:- 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your in- 


struction No. 193 dated July 2lst last,-in reply te my despatch 


He. 200 of May 4th, 1899, in regard to the fee to be charged 
for travel certificates, the issuance ef which is authorized 
by par. 167 of the Consular Regulations, and in which I re- 
quested the decision of the Department as to whether such 

ere official or unofficial,-enclesing a copy ef a ir- 

cular instruction sent to the Consular officers of the United 
States in China informing them that their services in con- 
nection with the issue of travel certificates to citizens or 
the United States are regarded as strictly official, and 
directing them not to collect any fee for such service, 


T have the honor to be, 
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September 15th, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Subject: 
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been complied with. 


Secretary of State, 


Cirevlar Instructions dated July 25th, 1899, have 


Inviting the attention of the 


Chinese Government to the provisions of the Act 


of March Srd, 1891, on the subject of cepyrights. 
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September 15th, 1899. 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Sir:- 

I have the honor to acknowledge rees ipt ef your Cireu- 
lar Instructions dated July 25th last on the subject of 

’ gepyrights; and in compliance therewith have breught te the 


attention of the Chinese Goverment the provisions of the 


Act of March 3rd 1881, for their considerations. 
I have the honor to be, 
Bir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary ef State. 
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Subject: Cirenlar Instructions dated July 12th, 1699, h 
daen complied with. Deposit of certain additienal 
instruments of ratification of Acts of the Lan- 


ington Pestal Congress of June 15th, 1697. 
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Legation of the Mnited States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


Toe the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Seeretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

T have the horor to acknowledge receipt er your Cir- 
euler Inatructionse dated July 12th last in which I u directed 
te inform thé Chinese Goverment that there have been a- 
posited in the arthives of the Department of State of the 
United States certain Additional instruments of ratification 
ef sete of the Washington Rostal Cengress of June 15, 1897; 


and to inform you that the instruction has been complied 


vith. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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September 14th, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Transmitting duplicate copies of the Imperial 


Maritime Customs Gazette, No. CXII, April-June, 


18 


(Despatch No. 212, June 6th, 1899.3 


Legation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


September 14th, 1899, 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C, 
Sir: 


Referring to my despatch No. 212 of June 6th last, 


I have the honor to transmit, under separate cover, we 
copies of the Imperial Maritime Customs Gazette, No. CXII 
April-June ,1899, published by order of the Inspector General 
of Customs. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 2 
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Watch? September 17th, 1899. 
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Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Complying with Department's instructions Ne. 200 
dated August 12th, 1899. Copy of "Regulations for 


the Consular Courts of the United States of Wer- 


ica in Chinas enelesed. oe 
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_ = Segation of the Muited States of America, 
7 Vekin, China. 


Septexber 17th, 1899. 
Te the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
sir:- 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the De- 
partment's instruction Ne. 200 of the 12th ultimo, and in 
accordance therewith enclose te you a copy of the "Kegula- 
"tions for the Consular Courts of the United States of Wer- 
ica in China". 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 
— 
Your ebedient servant 
9 > — 
Enelosure: 
Regulations for the Consular Courts of the United 
: : * 
States of America in China. 
— — * * 
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September 21st, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Cireular instructions of July 15th, 1899 not 
complied with. Chinese Government had already 
declined invitation extended therein. 


( Col. Denby’s despatch No. 2909, Apr. 8, 1899.) 
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Legation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 
September 21st, 1899. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


: 
Referring to the Department's Circular instructions 


of July 13th last, in which I am informed that thé eighth an 
nual meeting of the Association of Military Surgeons ef the 
United States, which was to have been held at Kansas o, 
Mo. on June 1-3 of last year, was postponed and that the 
meeting will take place Sept. 27-29 of this year; and di- 
rected to extend to the Chinese Government an invitation 
to send delegations of medical officers of the Arny te the 
postponed meeting;- I have the honor to say that I have 
not complied with this instruction for the reason that the 
Chinese Government had already declined the invitation of 
which the Department was informed in Col. Denby's despatch 
Ne. 2909, dated april Sth, 1898. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


obedient servant, 
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Mr. Conger to the 
Secretary of State. 


Subject: The Chinese Government has been notified of the 


founding of the "Anthony Pollok Merorial Prize?®?, 


(Unnumbered Instructions dated August llth, 1899) 
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Legation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


\ September 25th, 1899. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Department's 
Instructions without number dated August llth last in regard 
to the founding by the heirs of the late Anthony Pollok of 
an “Anthony Pollok Memorial Prize" to be awarded during the 
Universal Exposition to be held at Paris in 1900, to the 
inventor of the best apparatus for the saving of life in 
cases of maritime disaster, and to inform the Department that 
the matter has today been brought to the attention of the 
Chinese Government. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Se aes 


September 25th, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Digest of the Reports of the United States Supreme 


Court, in four volumes, has been received. 


{ Despatch No. 213, June 6th, 1899.) 
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September 25th, 1899. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 
Referring to my despatch No. 213 of June 6th last, 
I have the honor to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt 
of a set of the Digest of the Reports of the Supreme Court 
of the United States in four volumes. 
T have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subjeet: Quarantine against bubonic plague at the port of 


Newehwang. Correspondence in reference to, 
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Segation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


September 30th, 15899. 


Te the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Seeretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor te enclose herewith copies of cor- 
respondenee between this Legation, the United States Vice 
Censul at Newehwang and the Teungli Yamen in regard to pre- 
posed measures against the spread of the bubonie plague, 
whieh now threatens all the treaty ports of Nerth China. 

It is hoped that the first frost will kill the germs of 
this mest infectious and dangerous desease, but in the mean- 


time the foreign residents ef Newehwang are anxious te have 


such a striet quarantine established and maintained as will 
insure then against another outbreak in the Spring. 

If the desease onee gains a foothold in the treaty 
ports, Ste epreed ever all Berth China nay be accepted os 
a eertainty, owing to the wretehed sanitary condition of 
mest Chinese cities and towns, and the impossibility of 
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infeeted places. 

, The €iffieulty now seems to be one of funds, as the 
Consular Bedy at Newehwang has formulated plans whieh the 
Chinese authorities declare to be not only unnecessary but 
alse whieh eall for a larger expenditure of money than they 
have available fer that purpose. 

It is not thought here that the effort to secure any 
considerable sum of money for quarantine purposes will be 
successful, since the Chinese Government hope that the frost, 
whieh is now due, will effeetually eheek any further pre- 
gress of the desease. 

As a precautionary measure and in response to a request 
ef the Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps, made at the instance 
of the Consular Body at Shanghai, the Tsungli Yamen has or- 
dered that ne more coffins be exported from the port of 
Newehwang. 

The Departzent will be kept fully informed as to the 
situation. 


T have the honor te be, 


Sir, 


™ 


Yeur ebedient servant 
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8. 
Enclosures: 
1. Mr. Bandinel te Mr. Conger, August 12th, 1899. 
2. Mr. Squiers to Mr.Bandinel, September 12th, 1599. 
3. Mr.Squierg-tethe Tsungli Yamen, September 12th, 1899. 
4. #£=The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Squiers, September 16th, 1899. 
5. Mr. Bandinel to Mr. Squiers, September 22nd, 1899, 
6. Mr. Squiers to Mr. Bandinel, September 25th, 1899. 
7. Mr. Bandinel to Mr. Squiers, September 23rd, 1899. 
8. Legation to the Tsungli Yamen, Getober ist, 1899. 
9. Mr. Squiers to Mr. Bandinel, October list, 1899, 
10. Mr. Squiers to Mr Bandinel, Gcteober 2nd, 1899. 
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Heere No. in Despatch No. a 63 
No. 884. Mr. Bandinel to Mr. Conger. 
United States Consulate, 
Wewchwang, August 12, 1899. 
Hon. £.H.Conger, 


United States Minister, 


I have the honor to inform you that Dr. C. e. De 
Burgh Daly, Medical officer at this port, has reported 
to the Consuls that there is a sporadic outbreak of 
plague in the Chinese town- between five and ten deaths 
occurring daily. ) 

The cooler weather having now commenced, I think 
it probable that the sickness will soon disappear. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. J red“ k Bandinel, 


Vice Consul. 
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Con. No. Mr. Squiers to Mr. Bandinel. 


2 


Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, September 12th, 1899. 
J.J.Pred'k Bandinel, Esquire, 
United States Vice Consul, 
Newchwange. 


The Legation begs to confirm,on the overleaf your cipher 


j 


telegram of the 9th instant and its reply of today in regard to 
quarantine at Newchwang. The matter as suggested by you was in- 
mediately brought to the attention of the Tsungli Yamen, the 
Legation urging that measures be promptly taken in accordance 
with your request. 
You will be notified as to the Yamen's action as soon as a 
reply is received. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) H.G.Squiers 


Secretary of Legation. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED. (Cipher) 
Newehwang, September 9th, 1899. 
AMERICAN-LEGATION, 

PEKING. 


CHINESE MAGISTRATE DECLINES ADOPT SANITARY 


MEASURES TC ADRQUATE PLAGUE. GRAVE DANGER TO FOREIGN COMMUNITY, 
WILL YOU REQUEST CHINESE GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH INS RU 
MAGISTRATE TAKE IMMEDIATE STEPS WITH CONSUJ, AND PROVIDE NE- 
CESSARY FUNDS. OTHER CONSULS ARE SENDING IDENRICAL TELEGRAM. 


(SIGNED) BANDINEL,. 


* 
ir 


TELEGRAM SENT. 
PEKING? SEPTRMBRRi12TH, 1550. N 
BANDINEL, | 
NEWCHWANG. | : 
HAVE ACTED AS SUGGESTED. 


(SIGNED) SQUIERS. 
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Enclosure No. 3 in Despatch No. 2 8 


. 0. No. 184. 
LEGATION OF THB UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Peking, China, September 12th, 1899, 

The Undersigned, in the absence of the Minister, has 
the honor to inform His Highness and Their Excellencies of 
the Tsungli Yamen that he is just in receipt of a telegram 
from the United States Vice Consul at Newchwang to the effect 
that the Chinese Magistrate at that place declines to adopt 
any sanitary measures against the plague for the adequate pro- 
tection of Chinese or foreieners living there and that the den- 
ger is very grave. 

The Undersigned is of the opinion that the necessary 
steps should be immediately taken to insure a strict quar- 
ant ine of this port ag, if this scourge is once permitted to 
establish itself there, it will surely spread to the other 
northern ports and not only be a great ianger to the pecple 
but a disturber of trade and commerce. 

He therefore begs to request that His Highness and Their 
Excellencies will cause telegraphic instructions to be s@nt to 
the Magistrate directing him t@ take immediate stepg, in co- 
operation with the foreign Consuls, to establish and maintain 
a close quarantine and that he provide the necessary funds for 


that purpose, 


The 
To 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yamen, 


etc., to. etc. 
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The Undersigned avails himself of the occasion to 


renew to His Highness and Their Excellencies the assurance 


of his highest consideration. 
(Signed) H.G.Squiers, 


Secretary of Legation. 
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Enclosure No. 4& in Despateh Ne. * 3 


‘ae 


F.0. 115. The Tsungld Yamen to Mr. Squiers. 
(ges Translation. 


Peking, September 16th, 1899. 


To 
H.G.Squiers, Esq. 
Secretary United States Legat ien. 
ete. ete. etc. 
Sir:- 


We have to acknowledge the receipt of your note regarding the | 
plague at Newchwang (here quoted). 

This Yamen telegraphed accordingly to the Military Governor 
of Moukden and the Viceroy at Tientsin directing them to in- 
struct the Customs Taotai at Newchwang to co-cperate with the 
Consu)s in concert ing effective measures against the epidemic. 

With compliments etc. 


Cards ef Yamen Ministers enclosed. 
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Enclosure No. K in Despatch No. 263 


No. SS6L. Mr. Bandinel to Mr. Squiers. 
United States Consulate, 
Newchwang, 22 September 1899. 


Hon. H.G.Squiers, 
Secretary of U.S.Lecation, 


Peking. 


Sir:- 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 


your No. 4386. My telegram reached you correctly except 


that “adequate” should be check. 
On 17th I wired you "Chinese Magistrate approves 


sanitary proposals and telegraphs Government for funds. 


Urge Government (to) authorize. Communicate (this to) 


X German (and) Netherlands Legat ons.“ 
N f On 20th I received your answer, chinese Govern- 
ment has instructed Customs Taotai to cooperate with 


Consuls expense quarantine at all paid by daub (?Customs) 


Wire if not paid at Newchwanz." 
Thinking that three of the words underscored were 


altered in transmission I wired you enquiring "Is Re- 
fracting Beseecher Arid Phial Did Correct” to which I 
have no reply. 
Tage 
The senior(Japanese) Consul has just received a 
note from the Tactai, that he can only spare one thousand 
taels from the Customs revenue which is absurd. 
We require twenty-five eee down and eight 
thousand taels monthly. Unless the Chinese Government 


promptly desire the Taotai or the Commissioner of Customs 


to place these sums at our disposal, the Russians will 
advaneé 
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advance the money or more and ( so they say) our San- 
itary board need not trouble about repayment. This of 
course means annexation and small blame to them, for 
unless we have the power and money to core promptly with 
the disease it will spread inland to European Russia and 
North East to Alaska, 

We have proposed inspection of all boats going into 
the interior, of all native and foreign vessels entering 
or leaving the river, quarantine, plague hospitals,ob- 
servation camps, cleansing of drains and streets, house 

to house visitation, removal of infected to hospitals, 
disinfectionof houses, destruction (with compensation) 
of infected elothes and bedding, compulsory burial out- 
side the walls, no coffins to be stcred inside or re- 
moved to other towns or buried inside the walls. The 
town to be divided into at least ten wards, foreign and 
Japanese doctors to be engaged and volunteers invited. 

A Sanitary Board to be appointed, excluding the 
Consuls including a minority of influential Chinese, 
Chairman, the Commissioner of Customs. 

If we have the funds and power granted us, it will 
be necessary to send three or four gunboats here to pro- 
tect the foreien residents and prevent a riot, which 
is otherwise very likely to occur. 

* I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J.J.Fred'k Bandinel, 


Vice Consul. 


Enclosure No. 6 in Despatch No. 263 
Con. No. 445. Mr. Squiers to Mr. Bandinel. 
Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, * 25th, 1899. 
J.J.¥.Bandinel, Esquire, 
United States Viee Consul, 
Newchwang. 

Sir:- 

The Legation begs to confirm, on the overleaf, its tel- 
e@cram of the 15th instant, and yours of the 17th instant- mich 
was in accordance with your request commufinicated to the German 
and Duteh Ministers-, and the Legation’s reply of the 20th in- 
stant, in reference to the quarantine against bubonic plague at 
Newchwang. 

The Tsungli Yamen has informed the Legation that, in com- 
pliance with its request that measures be immediately taken for 
the establishment of a strict quar ant ine at Newchwang, the 111 
itary Governor of Moukden and the Viceroy at Tients in has been di- | 
rected by telegraph to instruct the Customs Taotai at Newchwang 


to co-operate with the Consuls in concert ing effective measures 


against the epidemic. 
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As your telegram of the 17th vas probably sent before this 


instruction reached Newchwang, and further, since at all the ports 
the expenses of quarantine have been borne by the Customs, no 
further demands have been made awaiting your reply to the last 
telegram. (20th) 
It is understood, however, that the German Legation has 
again Urged upon the Yamen the necessity of providing ample funds. 
T am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) H.G.Squiers. 


Secretary of Legation. 


TELEGRAM SENT. 


PEKING, SEPTEMBER 18th, 1899. 


CHINESE GOVERNMENT HAVE PROHIBITED EXPORT 


OF COPFINS FROM NEWCHWANG. 


SQUIERS. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 


NEWCHWANG, SEPTEMBER 17th,1899. 


SQUIERS, 


CHINESE MAGISTRATE APPROVES SANITARY 
PROPOSAL AND TELEGRAPHS GCVERNMENT FOR FUNDS. URGE 
GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZE. COMMUNNICATE GERMAN, DUTCH LEGA- 


TIONS. 


(SIGNED) - SQUIERS, 


TELEGRAM SENT. 


PEKING, SEPTEMBER 20th, 1899. 


BANDINEL, 
NEWCHWANG. : 
YOUR TELEGRAM RECEIVED. CHINESE GOVERN 


MENT HAS INSTRUCTED CUSTOMS TAOTAI AT NEWCHWANG TO CO- 

OPERATE WITH CONSULS. EXPENSES QUARANTINE AT ALL TREATY 

PORTS PAID BY CUSTOMS. WIRE IF NOT SO PAID AT NEWCHWANG. 
(SIGNED) SQUIERS. 
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Enclosure No. 7 in Despatch No. 26 5 

No, 387L, Mr. Bandinel to Ur. Squiers. 

United States Consulate, 

Newchwang, 28 September, 1899. 
Hon. H.G.Squiers, 
Secretary of U.S. Legation, 

Peking. 
Sir:- 

After I wrote to you yesterday the Senior Consul, 
Ur. Tanabe, called on the Taotai and ascertained that his 
offer of one thousand taels was consequent on a tele- 
gram from the Tartar General, stating that the expenses 
of the sanitary measures were 1 be defrayed from the 
Customs Confiscation fund, and aon ing how much money 
was available from that fund. 

The Taotai also said the plague had ceased (there 
are forty cases daily) that he had given orders to have 
the streets and drains cleansed, that next spring he 
would have the town supplied with fresh drinking water; 
that it would be impossible to persuade or compel the 
Chinese to remove their sick to hospitals, and that 
with the gratuitous dispensation of medicines his meas- 
ures were ample. 

Today there was a meeting of Consuls at which tele- 
grams were read from the British and Japanese Legations 
to the effect that the Tsungli Yamen admitted the prin- 
ciple of our measures but considered our estdémate of 
expenditure far too high. 

We therefore decided to send a joint telegram to 
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the Tartar General urging him to instruct the Taot af to 
bene tab necessary funds in full and pointing out 
that otherwise the loss to the revenue, from the stop- 
page. of Trade, would far exceed the sums which we con- 
sider necessary, and mentioning that the funds were to 
be paid through the Commissioner of Customs, and that 
any money in excess of requirements would be retained 
and repaid through him. 
I tru st that you will succeed in inducing the 
Tsungli Yamen to adopt and enforce these views. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J.J.Fred'k Bandinel, 


Vice Consul, 


S «xe treT edd 


lettered 


N 

* n ¥ 22 1 5 

Fa <a RE NES Wee , rx arg 15 “has 4 

7 . sh edie 3 
* * 4 1 


1 
. tos ED 


— + As, : 

* 
St a OL By 
4, 1 1 fs 2 1 
nne 


a” are 


Enclosure No. 8 in Despatch No. 2 68 


. Oo. No. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Peking, China, October ist, 1899. 
Note Verbale. 


The Legation has the honor to acknowlefge the receipt 


of the note of His Highness and Their Excellencies of the 
16th ultimo, in reply to the Legation's note of the 18th ul- 
timo in reference to a proposed quarantine at Newchwang, in 
which it is stated that telegraphic instructions have been 

sent to the Military Governor at Moukden and to the Viceroy 

at Tientsin directing them to instruct the Customs Taot af at 
Newchwang to co-operate with the Consuls in concerting effect- 
ive measures against the epidemic which now threatens that port 

It seems, however, that these orders are ineffective 
Owing to lack of funds necessary to pay the expenses of es- 
tablishing the quarantine and carrying out the proposed sani- 
tary regulations. 

It is reported by the United States Vice Consul there, 
that the Customs Taotai has only one thousand taels available 
for the purpose, while the sum required is, in the opinion of 
the Consular Body, twenty-five thousand taels Sad ely and 
eight thousand taels per month hereafter. 

The Legation is not entirely satisfied that this larger 
sum is absolutely. necessary, but is quite of the opinion that 


the sum set apart is altogether inadequate, 


To 


The Tsungli Yamen. 
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The Legation ventures to suggest that such a policy is 
short sighted and will in the end cost much more than a pro- 
perly established quarantine, since, if this pest once gains 
a foothold in North China, as it surely will if not stamped 
out before the coming Spring, China will lose if not all, at 
least the greater part of her Customs revenue from these treaty 
ports, 

The Legation begs to urge that the Tsungli Yemen will 
cause the Customs Taotai at Newchwang to be at once provided 
with the necessary funds in order that there may be no fur- 
ther delay in not only establishing a close and strict quaran- 
tine at that port, but also to pay the cost of putting the 
sity in proper sanitary condition, caring for the sick and 


disposing of the dead, as proposed by the Consular Body. 
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Enclosure No.7 in Despateh No. ALF 


Con. No. 450. Mr. Squiers to Mr. Bandinel. 


— — ea =» —_ 


Legation of the United States of America. 

Peking, China, Getober ist, 1899. 

J. J. Pred*k Bandinel, Esquire, 

United States Vice Consul, 
Newchwang. 

Sir:- 

The Legation begs to acknowledge receipt of your despatche 
es Nos. 336 and 337 dated ee 22nd and 25rd ultimo, in re- 
gard to the quarantine against plague at Newchwang, proposed 
sanitary regulations, etc. 

The Tsungli Yamen has again been urged to furnish suffi- 

cient funds to make the quarantine effective and to carry out 

the sanitary regulations your Consular Body has proposed, but is 
believed that there is little prospeet of success. The first de- 
mand for funds should have been, it is thought, more moderate. 

=e 

The amount allowed for the purpose at Tientsin is 1000 taels 
per month, not ineluding residence, medical staff, rent of land, u 

use of customs tidewaiters and boats, which is considerably 


less than the amount said to be required for Newchwanz, while 


the former port is much larger, of much more importance commer- 


cially 
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commercially and would probably be a far more expensive port to 
quarantine. The demand has given the Chinese Government the op- 
portunity wished for by them, to argue and procrastinate the 
matter until it is settled by "Jack Frost", and, as they hope, 
without any expense. 

The Legation will advise you by wire of the Tsungli Yamen's 
reply to its last note. 
I am, Sir, 

Your. obedient servant, 


(Signed) R. d. Squiers. 


Secretary of Legation. 
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Con. Ne. 451. Mr. Squiers to . Band ine I. 
Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, 8 2nd, 1899. 
J. J. Pred'k Bandinel, Esquire, 
United States Vice Consul, 
Nevchvang. 
Sir:- 

The Legation begs to comfirm, on the overleaf, your telegram 
of the 30th ultimo and its reply of yesterday in regard to quar- 
ant ines matters at Newehwang, and to inform you that the Tsungli 
Yamen has again been strongly urged to place at the disposal of 
the Customs Taotai at that port a sum adequate to establish and 
maintain a quarantine and the sanitary regulations as proposed 
by. the Consular Body. 
As you were advised by the Legation's despatch No. 450 of 
the lst instant, it is not thought here that any effort to secure 
the maximum amount demanded will be successful, and it would 
therefore seer advisable to accept the sum offered, make the best 
possible use of it, and, in case the conditions are the same when 
it is exhausted, to demand a further appropriation from the 
Chinese Government. 
I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
Waage r *. G. ioe atte 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 


NRWCHWANG, SRPTEMBER 30th, 1899. 


SQUIERS, 


PEKING. 


YAMEN INSTRUCT TAGTAI SPEND NOTHING OR AT MOST 


TREN THOUSAND TARLS. TAOTAIT SAYS HAS NO FUND. SUM NAMED ALTOGRTHER 


INADEQUATE. URGE YAMEN AUTHORIZE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE AND WHOLF 


SCHEME. AND STATE WHAT FUND AVAILABLE. COMMUNICATE GRERMAN, DUTCH 


LEGATIONS. 
(SIGNED) , BANDINEL. 
TELEGRAM SENT. 
PEKING, OCTOBER lst, 1899. 
BANDINEL, 
nw t. 


HAVE PRESENTED MATTER TO YAMEN IN STRONGEST 
TERMS POSSIBLE BUT DO NOT BELIEVE AMOUNT ASKED FOR WILL BE 


ALLOWED. WIL] ADVISE BY WIRE. 


(SIGNED). SQUIERS. 


Ne. AbY 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


October ud, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledgment of Department's instructions 


received during month of September, 1899. 


(Despatch No. 254, September lst, 1899.) 
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Segation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


October ud, 1899. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 
Referring to my despatch No. 254 of September lst last,- 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Department's 
instructions Nos. 192 to 202 inclusive; unnunbered ene 
dated July 20th, 1899, one dated July 28th, 1899, three 


dated August 10th, 1899, one dated August llth, 1899, and 


7 
Cireular instructions dated July llth, July 12th, July 13th 
N 9 
and July 25th, 1899, reeeived during the month of September, 
> 
1899. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
- 
> 
Your ebedient servant, 
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. From Canton, Oct. 5, 1899. 
OCT 19 1899 | Received 1.28 P.M. 


me ee 


Washington, 
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Bedloe should never be reinstated in China. 


Conger. 
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detober 7th, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject; Missionary troubles in Shantung. A satisfactory 
indemnity has been paid. 


(Despateh No, 232, July 12th, 1899.) 
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Pekin, China. | 


Oetober 7th, 1899. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Referring to my despateh No. 232 of July 12th last, in 


regard to missionary troubles in Shantung,- I have the honor 
to inform the Department that I am today in receipt of a 
despatch from Consul Fowler at Chefoo in whieh I am advised 
that a satisfactery indemnity has been paid Mr. Chalfant. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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NOV 22 199 


. BUREAU. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Quarantine at Newehwang. Copies of further er- 
respendence on the subject. 


(Despatch No. 263, Getober and, 1899.) 


me. ACS 


Legation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


Getober 10th, 1899. 
Teo the Henorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir: 
Referring to my despatch No. 263 of the 2nd instant 
J in regard to the quarantine at Newehwang,- I have the honor 
to enclose herewith copies of further sorrespendence on the 
same subject. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant 
Enclosures: © 
1. Mr. Bandinel te Mr. Squiers, September 30th, 1899. 
2. The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Squiers, Oetober 4th, 1899, 
(Translation. 
s. Mr. Squiers te Mr. Bandinel,Oéeteber Sth, 1899. 
<a Pa : TT.. 


Enclosure No. / in Despatch No, 2 C 
o. 8881. Mr. Bandinel to Mr. Squiers. 
United States Consulate. 
Newchwang, 30 September 1899. 
Hon. H.G.Squiers, 
Secretary of Legation, 
Peking. $ 
Sir:- 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your telegram of the 28rd instant and despatch No. 437. 
On the 24th instant we met the Taotai at his request 
and induced him to send a telegram to the Tsungli Yamen 
that we insisted on our original estimate and measures, 
but he refused to say that he agreed with us, and pro- 
posed to clean the streets and drains and trust in a 
Taoist priest who could cure the plasue by extracting 
Sheepwool from the 
Today we again™ethim at his request, when he told 
us he had received a telegram from the Tsungli Yamen 
through the Tartar General to the effect that if he 
must spend anything it must not exceed 10,000 taels and 
that the Chinese were to look after the town and we for- 
eigners after our quarter, but when pressed he stated 
that he could not spend even this sum without further 
instructions as he did not know which fund to draw upon. 
We finally informed the Taotai that we should send 
an identical telegram to the following effect: 
Yamenihavesinstructed Taotai to spend nothing or 


not more than 10,000 taels but he says he nee no funds. 


Sum named altogether inadequate, and Yamen Wenig be 
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urgedito authorize original estimate and whole scheme 
and state whence whence money derivable. 

It appears to us that the Tsungli Yamen do not 
realize that the plague is in our midst and that it is 
now not so much a question of quarantine as of stamping 
cut the disease, otherwise many not only Chinese but 
also foreigners will die and the plague will reach Pe- 
king. From their present attitude as reflected by the 
local authorities, it seems as if nothing short of the 
death of a high native official from the plague will 
bring then to their senses. 

As to the funds surely it is better for them to use 
part of the Customs revenue for that purpose than to 
paralyze trade and lose the revenue in toto, 

Another matter deserving of attention is that for 
fear of being quarantined at Chefoo or Tientsin most of 
the steamers are refusing to take passengers, an‘ owing 
to the ¢onsequent detention of would be passengers who 
at this time are very numerous it is extremely probable 
that there will de riots directed against us foreigners 
who are considered to be responsible for this detention. 

If possible therefore please arrange with the other 
Ministers to send us one or two gunboats soon for the 
preservation of order. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. J. Tred'x Bandinel, 


Vice Consul. 
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Enclosure No. a in Despatch No. 2 Sb 
No. The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Squiers. 
Peking October 4th, 1999. 
H. 6. Squiers, Esquire, 
Secretary of Legation. 
Sir:- 

We have to aaknowledce the receipt of your note 
asking for more funds for the measures arainst the 5 
plague at Newchwang. (The note is here quoted in full.) 

We have telegraphed the Taotai several times to 
supply money, not more than Taels 10,000, and to confer 
with the Consuls as to the most economical use of this 
money. If the sum proves too small the Taotai and the 
Consuls should devise some plan to get more. 


With Compliments &. 


Cards of Yamen Ministers enclosed. 
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Enclosure No. J in Despatch No. 4 64 
Con. No. 453. Ur. Squiers to Ur. Band ine. 
Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, October 8th, 1899. 
J. JJ. Zandinel, Esquire, 
United States Vice Consul, 
Newchwane. 

Sir: 

The Legation begs to acknowledge receipt of your 
despatch No. 338 of the 30th ultimo, and, referring to 
its despatch No. 451 of the 2nd instant, to inform you 
that it is now in receipt of a reply to its note to the 
Tsungli Yamen on the subject of a quarantine at Newchwang 
to the effect that the Customs Taotai has been telegraph- 
ed several times to furnish the money, not exceeding 
taels 10,000, to confer with the Foreign Consuls as to 
the most economical use of this fund, and that if the 
"sum proves too small the Taotai and the Consuls should 
devise some plan to ret more". 

The Legation requests that you will furnish it with 
a detailed report of the expenditure of the amount al- 
lowed, and also show what further sum, if amy, may in 
your opinion be absolutely necessary for maintaining 
proper sanitary conditions, 

It is hoped, however, that through good management 
the sum allotted may after all prove to be sufficient, 
put if it is not the Legation will do what it can to 


induce 


i - — 
TI 


hettoile We aed? 


Notes d eAt ton af 21 tf dud 


+e 


— 


‘ 5 ae 
„233434 


7 


— 
* 

+ 

* 


6. 
* 


22 — 4 
wee 2 * * 
* — 
\@ 
„„ 
1 8 
A Nn 34 
th en. 
ae n 
1 * 


. 
4 


Ban 
1 * 


* 


N 


4 4 


= 
ieee 

fa) 
* 


induce the Chinese Government to furnish a further 
amount. 
Your request for a gun- boat has been referred to 
the Minister who is now on his way north from Canton. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) H.G.Squiers, 


Secretary of Legation, 
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October 10th, 1899. 


: Mr. Squiers 


to the Secretary of State. | 


Subject: plies for leave of absence for sixty days with | 


permission to visit the United States. 
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Legation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 


Getober 10th, 1899. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washignton, D.C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor te apply for leave of absence of six- 
ty days with permission to visit the United States, to be 
availed of during the coming year, subject to the approval 
of the Minister. 

¥ ise beg to state that I did not take advantage of the 
permission to visit the United States granted me hy Depart- 
ment's letter of the 23rd of February last. (See Lecation's 
Despatch No. 220, June 16th, 1899.) 
I have the honor te be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant 


Secretary of Legation. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State, 


Subject: Confirming Legation's telegram of the lst ultimo, 


Japanese concession at Amoy. Report that is has 


been granted is premature, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


October 11th, 1899. 
To the enevebie 
John Hay, 
eee of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
sir:- 

I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, ay te2- 
egram of the let witimo in which I reported that the Chi- 
nese Government had granted a settlement to the Japanese 
at 3 T sent this telegram on the written assurance of 
the Japanese Legation that the information was true, and 
that such a concession had been granted after long nego- 
tiations. 

A few days after, however, I was advised by that Le- 
gation that there was a hitch in the negotiations, and 
that the final decree wotld not then be issued owing to 


riotous demonstrations against the settlement by the Chi- 


nese, but that the delay would only be a matter of a few 
days. For this reason the confirmation of my telegram has 
* to thie: times: mir 
i The decree has not yet been issued although the 
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SECSTATE, wasn moren. 


JAPANESE GOVERNMENT GRANTED CONCESSION AT AMOY, 


LESS THAN FeRTT ACRES. EXACT LIMITS NOP YET FIXED. 


(SIGNED) CONGER . 
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| LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIGA, ) 
PEKIN, CHINA, BURTAY. 


— — 


* — ee ee 


meal 


dot oder 26th, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Return of Chinese Commissioners to Japan. Signi+ 
ficant appointment of Baron Nissi Tokujiro as 
Japanese Minister to China. 


(Despatch No, 248, August 10th, 1899.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


.cer bst 1499, 

* the Honeranie 

John Ray, 

Secretary of State, 
Vash ington, 5. 0. 
at- 
Referring de Ry Meipadon ho. 546 of August 10th last, - 

I have the heuer to resent that the twe Chinese Commissioners 
have recertly returned t¢ Peking and have been received in 
private audignes by the Bupress Dowager. Owing to the infer- 


ierity of their rank probably no pubiie audience will de 


given. 


Purther negotiations wij) be carried on hetween the 


Chinese Government and the Japanese Legation here, and for 


this reason the reeent nozination of Baron Niasi Tekvjire te 


represent Japan at this Court is especially significant. 


The future Minister is a nan of highest diplomatic 


training, having served his country for many years abroad; as 


Secretary of Legation at Paris for eight years; as Envoy) N- 


treerdinary and Minister Pienipotentiary at St. Petersburg 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


for fifteen years, when ne vas feeniied and dipaiiltey site 
Leter for ee Affaire wnere be runashod fer en co¥ 
yours, tt epeaks eiest Ness und bessben unn es thi tit 
Tt was Pibdred that he wn to Ub melee te eee 
with the rank of Andassator, but this fepees As Gelso te ee 
without foundation, as um n ‘wppUlebeis Gouda Wee eazy ve 
apposed by the reren peer, Bet By Chink Bb wea); . 
— he would have the Hight, af seurse, te cegmuni~ 


cate directly with the Bapsrer. To thie the Pausg}i Fanen te 


PEKIN, CHINA, 


mot likely to give ite copsent at thie ‘sine. 


Bow that there negotiations have assumed Fuer n 


ase, The result say be Looked forupré te vith interact. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, DEC 16 i 


TPA AY, 


- - 


November ist, 1899, 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledgement of Department's instructions 


received during the month of October, 1699, 


(Despatch No. 264, October 2nd, 1899.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


November lst, 1899. 


To the Honorable 

John Ray, 

Secretary of babes 
Washington, p. 0. 

sir:- 

Referring to my despatch No 264 of October 2nd last, 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Department's 
instructions Nos. 203 to 212 inclusive; unnumbered three 
dated 3 25th, 1899, one dated August 30th, 1899, one 
dated September’ ist, 1899, and Circular instruction dated 
1 18th, 1898. received during month of October, 1899. 

I have 8 to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. | : 


DEC 16 1899 
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N November 2nd, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Plague at Newchwang. Measures taken by Sanitary 
Board. Taels 30,000. furnished to caver expen- 


(Despatch No. 266, dated October 10th, 1899) 


0 m. & 70 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


A 


November 2nd, 1899, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

Referring to my despatch No. 266, dated October 10th 
last, in reference to the plague at Newchwang,- I have the 
honor to report that while the danger may not be entirely 
over, the Gisease is believed to be abating, and that the 


measures taken by the Taotai,in co-operation with the For- 


eign Consuls, tewards improvement in sanitary conditions, 
care of sick, disposition of the dead and disinfection of 
infected houses, ought, in the course of the winter, to en- 
tirely stamp out the disease and very materially lessen the 
chances of another epidemic in the spring. 

A copy of "The Memorandum of Agreement between the 
Consuls and Taotai", showing in detail what is being done 
by 1 Sanitary Board, is enclosed herewith. 

rt is also reported that the eum of taels 50,000.has 


been placed at the disposition of the Board. Of this amount 


taels 10,000, was granted by the Chinese Goverment; taels 
16,000, subscribed by the Chinese Eastern Railway, and the 
balance by the foreign residents there. 
I have the honor to be, 
sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Enclosure: 


Copy of Memorandum of Agreement between Taotai and 


Consul, 
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Enclosure No. U in Despatch No. — 2 


nen or andun of Agreenent between the Consuls and the Taotai. 


2 The Censular body have appointed a Sanitary Board to 
stamp out the plague. 

2. The town must be treated as a whole,-not separately. A 
large sum will be contributed by Consuls and others for the 
purpose, and the grant of 10,000 taels mentioned by the Yanmen 
should be forthwith handed over to the Sanitary Board. 
3. Streets and drains must be cleaned. 

4. Export of coffins by river or land must be prohibited. 
They must be buried together in an efficient manner in a re- 


mote place outside the wall, and coffins now inefficiently 


buried must be reburied. Graves should now be dug for facility 


of buriel in winter, and soldiers might be employed for the 
purpose. 

5. Japanese Doctors will be employed and take charge of 
city wards. aay for Chinese and foreigners with Chinese 


and foreign medical staff shall be created outside the walls. 


Medicines and food shall be provided, and coffins for the poor 


6. Plague patients shall be taken to the hospital, if wil- 


ling, but otherwise shall not be moved from their houses. In- 


fected 
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Infected houses shall be disinfected, and compensation made 
to the poor. 

7. As plague is most infectious and deadly, and only the 
above measures will root it out:- 

8. The above shall be notified to the people by a proclan- 
ation to be issued by the Taotai, and soldiers shall be sta- 
tioned at the gates of the town to prevent coffins being 
secretly carried out of or brought into the town, and to 
prevent burials inside the walls. 


Newchwang, 6th Gctober, 1899. 
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November 9th, 1899. 


—— — — aw 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledgment of Department's instructions No. 
210, of September 14th,1899. Wilbur T. Gracey 
has been recognized by the Chinese Government as : 


United States Vice Consul at Fuchau. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 9th, 1899. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your in- 
struction No.210 of September 14th last, transmitting cer- 
tificate of appointment of Wilbur T.Gracey, as Vice Consul 
of the United States at Fuchau, and in which I am directed 
to apply to the Chinese Government for his formal recogni- 
tion in that capacity. 

Mr. Gracey's exequatur was requested in August last, 


granted, and the Consul General so notified. 


„ His certificate of appointment has been transmitted to 
him through the proper channel, 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 9th, 1899. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Confirming Department's telegrams of 2nd and 


f 
Sth instants, and Legation's telegram of 7th 


instant. Admission of Chinese in connection 


with Philadelphia Exposition. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
: PEKIN, CHINA. : 


November 9th, 1899. 
Te the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. G0. 


Sir: - 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, your 


cipher telegram of the 2nd instant, the Legation's telegram 
of the 7th instant and your reply of the 8th instant, in 
regard to the admission of Chinese into the United States 
in connection with the Philadelphia Exposition, and to re- 
port that the information contained therein has been duly 
conveyed to the Chinese Goverment. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 


NUMBER OF CHINESE 


PHILADELPHIA EXPOSITION LIMITED TO FOUR.BUT IF FIFTY ER 


YOND THIS NUMBER TREATY REGULATIONS WILL APPLY. INFORM GovV- 


TELEGRAM SENT (CIPHER) 


PEKING, NOVEMBER 7TH, 1699. 
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November 12th, 1899. 


PRUE AD TANCE Supra yg 6 5 


Ur. Conger te the 


Secretary of 8 


<4, 


Subject: Custom House at The new pert of Yao-chou-fu will 
a- 
be opned on the 13th instant, 


(Despatch Ne, 2903, April Srd, 1898.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


ern 4 


November 12th, 1699. 


Te the Honerable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washingten, d. 0. 
Sir: 

Referring to my predecesser s despatch No. 2903, 
dated April Srd, 1808, I have the honor to inform a 
that I have te-day been advised by the Tsungli Yamen that 
the Custem House at the new port of Yao-chou-fu, in the 
province of Hunan, will be opened on the 135th instant. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Tour obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


Wevember ist, 1699. 


Mr. enger te the 


Secretary ef State. 


Subject: Cireular Instructiens dated September 25rd, 1899 
have been cemplied with. Chinese goverment no- 
tified ef depesit ef certain additienal instru- 
ments ef ratification ef Acts ef the Washing=- 


ten Pestal Cengress ef June 15th, 1897. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


‘November Z2ist, 1899. 


Te the Honerable 


John Hay, 


Secretary ef State, 


Washingten, D.C. 


T have the honer te acknowledge receipt ef your cir- 
cular Instructions dated September 25rd, 1899,directing me 
te inferm the Chinese Government that there have been de- 
pesited in the archives ef the Department ef State of the 
United States, certain additional instruments ef ratifica- 
tion ef Acts of the Washington Pestal Congress ef June 
15th, 1897; and te inform yeu that the instruction has been 
cemplied with. 

1 have the honer te be, 


Sir, 


Tour obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE | ae aves OP am 


PEKIN, CIM 
BUREAU, 


Secretery of State. 


Subject: Beard appeinted te reorganize the Chinese Arny 


and te revise the treaties. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


November 22nd, 1899, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C, 
sirt- 

I have the honor to report that it is authoritatively 
stated that the Chinese Goverment have at last decided to 
undertake some measures of reform, and to this end have or- 
ganized a board which will be made up with the following 
nenbers: H.B.Sheng Hevan-huai, Director General of Chinese 
Railway Administration, one of thy most liberal and advanced 

of his people, and a man thoroughly familiar with Western 
thought and methods; ieh Chi-kuei, formerly Taotai at 
Shanghai and now Provineial Treasurer of the Province of 
Kiangsu; and Sir Robert Hart, bart. 9. 0. U. 0. Inspector 
General ef the Chinese Imperial Customs, whose reputation 
as the organizer of the Customs service is well mown. 
iia other izportant matters the Board will prepare 
and subeit to the Gevermnent a plan for the re-organiza- 
tion of the army that will include an Imperial ferce of 


tv 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
- PEKIN, CHINA, 


two hundred thousand men te replece the present ineffic- 
dent militia, a force organized and armed acterding te 
medern methods, and pessibly with a staff ef Burepean er 
Japanese efficers te assist in its erganizatien, drill 
and instruction. This Imperial army weuld be subject only 
te erders from Peking, and ceuld be sent te any part of 
the Empire where its services might be needed. The Govern- 
ment hepes to make a lean te cever this additional expense 

The Beard will alse formulate seme scheme in the di- 
rection of a higher rate ef tariff than that new previded 
fer under the treaties, and that will be acceptable te the 
treaty pewers. The Chinese governnent is most anxious te 
come te seme arrangement, since, during the past few years 
the fall in the rate ef exchange has been very much te 
China's disadvantage; and alse as her needs have increas- 
ed out eof all prepertien te her resources. 

I have the hener te be, 
Sir, 


Yeur ebedient servant. 


—_—7 


Secretary ef State. 


Subject: Has returned frem his tour ef the United States 


— — — — ee 


Censulates and Treaty Perts. 
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_LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


November 22nd, 1899, 


Pe the Honoradle 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, p. o. 
sir:- 

T have the honor to report that I yesterday returned 
from my tour of the several Consulates and treaty ports of 
China, 

The trip has been a most interest ine one and of great 
value to me, and I believe to the public service as well. 

As soon as I can despateh the accumulation of busi- 
nese I will make an extended repert. 

T have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


jan 
E UNITED STATES Of AMERICA, 


PEKIGHINAD. 


Wevember 23rd, 1899. 


| | 20 ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


JAN 15 1900 


Subject: Identity ef Mr. W.H.Lawrence, a ceffee buyer at 


Santes, Brazil. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
(PEKIN, CHINA, 


November 23rd, 15899, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C, 
Sir:- 
At the roequest of Mr. W.H.Lawrence, a coffee buyer 


A 
at Santos, Brazil, and whom I knew there as a rost worthy 


young man, I take pleasure in informing you that he is not 
the W.H.Cresson alias Lawrence who was appointed Secretary 
of Legation at Rio Janeiro in 1892, nor any relation to 
4 him. 
I have the honor to be, 
sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 25th, 1699. 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Béecretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
sir:- 

I have the honor to enclose to you a translation of 
an Imperial Edict ef the 24th instant ammouncing the appoint- 
ment of His Excellency Li Hung-chang, as High Commiasioner 
of Trade. 

Tt is understood that His Excellency will make a tour 
of the treaty ports next spring, and will probably estab- 
lish his Yamen here as one of the working Departments of 
the Goverment. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Translation of an Imperial Edict published in the 


Enclosure: 


-Peking Gazette, November 24th, 1899. 


Enclosure No.— in Despatch No. ® 77 


Translation of an Imperial Edict published in the 


Peking Gazette, November 24th, 1899. 


Let the Grand Secretary, Li Hung-chang be appointed 


High Commissioner of Trade, and he is to proceed to all 


the Treaty Ports to investigate into all the conditions 


of trade. 
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November 25th, 1899. 
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Secretary of State. 


Mr, Conger to the 


’ 


Subject: Affairs of American Chéina Development Company. 
Complaint of Messrs. Whitridge and Cary that Mr. 
Cary has not been able to have the full offic- 
fal support of the Legation, Mr. Cary's explan- 
ation. 
(Inatructions No. 191 of August 10th, 


1899.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


November 25th, 1899. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Concerni Department's instructions No. 191 of 


a N . . — 
ie and with especial reference to the con- 


plaint of Messrs. WHitridge and Cary “that Mr. Cary had 


“not been able to have the official support of our repre- 
"sentatives in the same manner as the citizens or subjects 
"of other countriegbnjoy the official support of the repre- 
"sentatives of those countries in China te. , 1 beg to 
say that the American China Development Company has had 
at all times every possible aid from this Legation as yr, 
Parsons, Mr. Cary and others connected therewith, who have 
been in this eountry, know and will acknowledge. 

IT am sure the Department understands this, and it is 
not necessary for me to forward supporting evidence; but 


im order to preserve the record, I have the honor to en- 
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. My note referred to in Mr. Cary's of August 4th was 


an informal one written by me at Shanghai, of which I kept 


no copy, offering to request the Tsungli Yamen, by tele- 


graph, to instruct Sheng Tajen that he must cease his ob- 
structive methods and proceed to close up the contract. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


2 
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Enclosures: 


— 


Mr. Cary to Mr. Conger, September rd, with enclos- 


ure, and September 4th, 1899. 


Enclosure No.“~ in Despatch No. 


Astor House, Sept. 4th-99. 
Dear Mr. Conger, 
Thanks for vour note of today, which I found 
on return here after leaving you, 

I have just seen Mr. Chun Oiting, who tells me 1 
shall have Sheng's notes, - which, he says, have been de- 
layed in the hands of the lawyer- this afternoon or to- 
morrow morning. 

Under these: circumstances, and as it is now apparent 
that the delay is not interposed as a slight, or a calculat- 
ed obstruction, I do not think the situation justifies ny 
asking vou to telegraph the Yamen. 

This can be done with more point and force after I 
have received the new paper and have to fight over the ob- 
jectionable features it will present. 

I will have the pleasure of calling on you again 
about the matter anisole 


Paithfully Yours, 


(Signed) Clarence Cary. 
Hon. E.H.Conger, 


U .S.Minister 9 


Shanghai 0 


* 


Enclosure No. in Despatch No. 


Astor House, Shanghai, September 3d,-99. 
Dear Mr. Conger, 
Referring to our conversation of to-day, I here- 
with enclose: for vour information and files, a copy of a 
letter I have just written to my associate Mr. Whitridge 
concerning his recent communication to the State Department 
My letter explains itself, but I here add, for your 
further information, a copy of the cable which I sent ny 
office on the lith of July last, and which was the immediate 
cause of our appeal to the Department, and of she instruc- 
tions thereupon received by yourself and Mr Goodnow, 
The cable-when uncoded- was as follows; 
" I think on account of French Belgian interfering Sheng 
making difficulties he now insists upon meddling our free 
handling construction funds I propose demand at once here 
through American Minister Peking that Sheng either close 
contract immediately or deliver bonds under third article 
Main Contract I propose threaten heavy claim damages. Ask 
American Government please send 3 forthwith both 


American Minister and United States Consul General Shanghai 


support 
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support us. I will try what can be done with J.M.& Co. (i.¢@ 
Jardine Mathiesen & Co.) and H.K.& S. Bank for therm assist? 

I think that this material will give you all the neceé 
sary information, and I have already pointed out to you the 
results of our former applications to the Department which 
will have been in Mr. Whitridge’s rind when he last wrote 
to it. 

I remain, Dear Sir, 
Paithfully Yours, 


(Signed) Clarence Cary. 


Hon. B.H.Conger, 


U.S.Minister. 
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Enclosure No. in Despatch No. 


(Copy for Mr. Conger) 
Shanghai, Sept, 3d,-99. 
Dear Fred, 
Mr. Conger, who is here just now, showed re to- 
day, a copy of your letter to Secretary Hay, of some date 


closely following my cable of July llth ( which asked you 


to get the Government to send instructions to both the Min- 
ister and the Consul General approprdate to my then exist- 
ing complications with Sheng.) 

This letter-which I only read hastily, and of which 

9 

T have no copy before me- seemed to both the Minister and 
Consul General to be susceptible, at least on first impres- 
sion, of conveying a sort of reflection upon them, viz. the 
suggestion that I was handicapped by their lack of coopera- 
tion, with the further implication that I had been vainly 
applying to them for help theretofore, 


I of course at once pointed out to them that what you 


were pressing upon the Department was a somewhat academic 


discussion of the difficulties which I, in common with all 
other American citizens in these parts, must necessarily 
have met- in view of the slim support afforded by the pre- 


existing Department instructions to our official representa- 


tives 
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“igus 
. representatives here- rather than a concrete complaint of 1 
lack of attention or assistance on the part of these latter 
And, indeed, these gentlemen, on a second reading of 
the letter (and being well aware of the more liberal pos- 


sibilities of the representatives of the other powers in 


respect of the enterprises of their respective nationals 


in China) had already arrived at the correct intention of 


your communication before I had opportunity to explain it. 
I pointed out to them, of course, that I had made no 

complaint, and naturally had no cause for any, seeing that 
in all respects they had been found quite ready to do for 
this, as for any other proper American enterprise, whatever 
their instructions would allow. As a matter of fact, I have 
never felt that the situation justified my calling on Mr. 
Conger to intervene but once, and he then promptly went be- 
fore the Tsungli Yamen and had Sheng prodded in the back by 
a telegram as I requested. Now that he is here, and because 
of a new emergency, I an about to ask him to stir up the 
Yemen again, as he has promised and indeed offered to do, 
seeing that the case is one fully justifying such course in 
any of its aspects. 


As to Mr. Goodnow, he has been- as I have already 


reported- most sympathetic and zealous, as well as effect- 
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8 in ene nseseearsiy restricted limits in which it 
has been possible for him to intervene while our affair is 
still in the region of negotiagion. He has been with me, 
officially, two or three times before Sheng, when it was a 
question of heading off the bedevilments of the Belgians & 
or of demonstrating that we are an Americam affair of 
respectable character and serious purpose, 

In short, these officials have done all that has been 
or could reasonably be, asked of them, and are * 
animated with a public spirited and patriotic desire to 
see this important Americam enterprise duly fostered and 
protected in every proper manner. 

Mr. Conger, by the way, points out to me that the 
statement in the last clause of your letter to the Depart- 
ment (as to the British having instructed their Minister 
at Peking to do the needful in assisting us) is not borne 
out by his latest information and enquiry at Peking. I sug- 
gest that it might be well for: you to make investigation 
on this point, and to give a bit of criticism in whatever 
quarter you may find a misrepresentation has been made to 
you on this head. 


I don't here go into any of the matters of the pres- 


ent status of the Contract, for there is nothing to add to 
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what is in my usual mene. to the 11160 
Faithfully Yours, 
(Signed) Clarence Cary. 
F.W.Whitridge, Esq, 
Mess. Cary & Whitridge, 


59 Wall Street, New Vork. 


P.S. Although, of course, often appealed to by Bash, and 
other excitable friends here to "rush" the Minister with 
telegrans for his action, I have preferred not to unneces- 
sarily bother him- or to seek to waste his effective force- 


by premature intervent 10n. 
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Mr. Conger to the j 


Secretary of State. / 


Subject: Correspondence with Tsungli Yamen in regard to 
application of "Exclusion Act“ to Chinese who de- 


sire to go to the Philippines. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 27th, 1899. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of cor- 


|» respondence had with the Tsungli Yamen in regard to appli- 


cation of "Exclusion Act*® to Chinese desiring to go to the 


Philippine Islands, 
and to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Enclosures: 


Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Squiers, November 16th, 1899. 
(Translation. ) 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, November 27th, 1899. 


Enclosure He. um Despatch No. 074 


- Sa" 


* — — * — 


The Tswungli Yemen te Mr. Squiers. 
Péking, Novemdéer 16th, 1899. 
H.G.Squiers, Esquire, 


Secretary United States Legation, 


on the 10th instant we received a despatch from HR. R. 


Wu, our Minister in Washington, stating that when the Unite 
States Government took possession of the Philippines, those 
islands came under the laws of the United States, and that 
the law against Chinese immigration had been put in force 
there. 
The Philippines de ing near to the Chinese provinces 
of Kuangtung and Pukien, our people have gone there to 
trade and reside for several centuries past, and have 
passed to and fro at their pleasure. If this be now for- 
bidden our people so engaged will be deprived of their 
livelihood. 

10 We therefore ask that you will request the United 
States Governor of the Philippines to suspend the prohib- 
. 


Names of Yanen Ministers, 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Tasen. 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES GF AMERICA, 
Peking, China, November 27th, 1899. 
Your Excellencies: 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the note 
of the 16th instant in which Your Highness and Your Excel- 
Rencies call attention to the reported prohibition against 
Chinese immigration into the Philippines, and ask that the 
Governor thereof be requested to suspend such prohibition. 


I understand that this matter is already being considered 


at Washington, and as the Military Governor of the Philip- 

pines receives his instructions directly from there I will 
(hither. *) 

at once properly transmit your request thence. 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your High- 
ness and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest con- 
sideration. 

(Signed) E.H.Conger. 
To 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yamen, 


etc,, etc., d te. 


-netonelif{eoxst wor 


- 
: 


avs. | 
Kor bas aaen 
notssnobte 


—— 


eT 


ud soaiyvd ,saendgth elk 


ed? lo setonelLeox® Teng bas... >. 


5 in ee a 
— N e 3 , 
W * ~f 
aa N * 
.- 4 


eG 


* 
en 
1 
* 


+. 5278 


> 
Renne 
tre 0 — 5 
SS e 
— * 
2 


„eee N 


— 


BUREAU. 


— — — ! 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Collision between French and Chinese near Kwang~ 


chau bay. Captures and exeention of two French 


officers. French demands. 


(Despateh No. 2917 of April 29th, 1899,) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 27th, 1899, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 
* 
Referring to my predecessor's despateh No. 2917 of 
April 29th, 1896, in regard to the cession of Kwangchayu 
Bay by the Chinese to the French, I have the honor to re- 
port that the: exact: boundaries of the ceded territory have 
ever since been in dispute, more especially the tee rocky 
islands, Nau chau and Tong hai,at the entrance to the bay, 
the French very properly claiming that the cession was 
without value as a coaling Wende with these two points 
commanding the entrant. . 


The difficulty finally culminated in a collision be- 


tween the Prench and Chinese troops in which the latter 


suffered a loss of some sixty men, while that of the 
Prench was insignificant. The French also destroyed one 


or twooChinese villages from which the attack had been 
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to negotiate a settlement with the French Admiral, which, 
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as reported, has now been done by the cession of the two 


islands in question to the French, 


In the meantime two French naval officers of the rank 


of ensign were captured by the local militia, taken before 


the sub-prefect, eondemned and beheaded, 


For this outrage, the French demands have been most 


ist. 


and. 


ord. 


4th. 


Sth. 


reasonable, much to the surprise of the Chinese. It is 


understood that they inelude: 


The payment of a small indemnity to the families 
of the murdered officers. 

A tania of all pending missionary claims, 
Certain railway and mining concessions not yet 
expressly defined, 

The execution of the sub-prefect who beheaded 
the two officers, 

The ratification of the cession of the two is- 


The Chinese govermment have not as yet 


yielded to these demands, whieh the French threaten to in- 


crease if not immediately granted. 


I have the honor to be, sir, 


Your obedient servant | 
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Mr. Conger to the il 


Secretary of State. 
f 


Subject: Requesting information in regard to certain 
statements which appeared in the Monthly Summa= 
ry of Commerce and Finance of the United States, 
for Mareh,1899. The import of salt into China 


is prohibited. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


Wer 27th, 1899, 
fo the Honorabie 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 


Sir:- 
I have the honor to bring to the attention of the 


Department certain statements which appear in the Monthly 
Summary of Commerce and Finance of the United States, for 
March, 18699, a publication prepared in the Bureau of Sta- 
tistics of the Treasury Department. 


Under the heading "Commerce of china“ there is given: 


a-list-of "Exports of: Doméstic. Merchandise. from the United 
States to Chins 18669 to 1696." Among other items of 
export there is safes salt, said to have been exported in 
1889 to the value of $5000.00; in 1890 $5000.00; in 1896 
$8500.00; and in 1898 $150,000.00. 

As the trade in foreign salt in China is prohibited, 
its production being a Government monopoly,-and therefore 
contraband, I have had an inguiry from the Imperial Cus- 
toms as to what the statement in the table means, and also 


from what ports of the United States and to what ports of 


China 


-2- 
China is salt shipped, 

If such information can be obtained from the Bureau 
of Statistics, I will be pleased to furnish the same to 
the Imperial Customs if the Department deems it proper to 
do s0, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


your obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Novemver 28th, 1890. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


: Be 
7, 


Subject: Request for newspapers for Legation during year 


ending June 30th, 1900, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AME 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 28th, 1899. 


Cc 
8 
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Secretary of State, m™ © * 
a S — 
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6 
Washington, D.C. S 
* 


Sir: 


I have "the honor to 78 that the followjng dai- 


ly newspapers L . Ue] Legation during the year 
ending June 50th, 1900; 

New York Herald. 

Washington Post, 


The requirements of paragraph 552, Instructions to 


Diplomatic officers of the United States, have been inad- 


vertently overlooked. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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PEKIN, CHINA. if 


: 


November 28th, 1899. 


Secretary of State. 


Ps 


Subject: Enclosing passport applications of Logan Herbert 


Roots and Oliver Tracey Logan. Applicants have 
no intention to return to the United States. 


Passports refused. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


November 28th, 1899. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 


I have the honor to enclose herewith applieations for 


passport of Logan Herbert Roots and Oliver Tracey Logan, 
which I have declined to issue on the ground that it would 


be contrary to the instructions and regulations of the 


State Department governing the issuance of passports, 
since in @ach cases the applicant has no intention of re- 
turning to the United States, and so expressly states 
in his application.. 

T also enclose copies of correspondence with the 


ft 


United States Consul at Hankow on the subject, 


T have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant 
* 
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Enclosures: 


1. Mr. Squiers to Mr. Wilcox, August 25th, 1899. 


2. Mr. Wileox to Mr. Squiers, September 4th, 1899. 

3. Mr. Squiers to Mr. Wileox, September 21st, 1899. 

4. Mr. Wileox to Mr. Conger, November 10th, 1899. 

5. Mr. Conger to Mr. Wilcox, November 27th, 1699. 

6..Paseport application of Logan Herbert Roots, dated 
August 9th, 1899, 

7. Passport application of Oliver Tracey Logan, dated 


October 24th, 1699, 
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Enclosure No. 1 in Despatch No. a G3 
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Mr. Squiers to Mr. Wilcox. 
Con. No. 428. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Peking, China, Augy st 25th, 1899. 
L. S. Vil cox, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 
Hankow. 
Sir:- 

The Legation begs to return to you the passport appli- 
cation of Logan H.Roots, which accompanied your despatch No. 
47 of the 9th instant, for the reason that the applicant in 
his affidavit states that he expects to reside permanently 
in China. 

Under instructions from the State Depaftment a pass- 
port cannot issue to a citizen of the United States who has 
no intention of returning there to reside, but who intends 
to live permanently abroad. While very liberal in its re- 
quirements towards those engeged in missionary work as to 
when they expect to return, a definite intention to do so 


at some future time is always required. 


As the applicant is a young man and will probably re- 
turn many times to his home in the United States, although 
he may remain permanently engaged in missionary work in 


China 


"lamet VAR 


China, the application is returned to him for his further 


consideration and, if possible, a modification of his state- 


ment. In case he declines to do: so, the application will be 
referred to the State Department for its consideration. 
It is also noted that you failed to affix your consu- 
lar seal to the affidavit. 
1 an, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(signed) H.G.Squiers. 
Secretary of Legation. 
Enclosure: 
Passport application (in duplicate) of Logan 


H. Roots, dated August 9th, 1899. 
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Enclosure No. 2 in Despatch No. 2 . 


— — 


. Wilcox.te Mr. Squiers. 
UNITED STATES CONSULATE. 
No. 50. 
Hankow, China, September 4th, 
1899, 
H.G.Squiers, Esquire, 
Secretary of Legation, 
Peking. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to return herewith the duplicate 
application of Logan H. Roots, and would kindly request that 
a passport be granted hi. 

In answer to a letter to the Department regarding Mis- 
sionaries who expected to always remain in China, and who 
410 not desire to sign the statement that they intended to 
return to the United States te take up the duties of cit- 
izenship, I received the following instructions: 


Department of State, 


Washington, January 23rd, 1899. 


L.S.Wilcox, Esq., 
U. S. Consul, 
Hankow,. 
Sir:The issuance of passports is not mandatory upon the 


Secretary 


-~ ” ies Bay, a. 
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5 2 
Secretary of State, but 06 ee that such 
of our citizens who have gone to China to pursue their re- 
ligious calling may not return, but continue * work 
indefinitely abroad, the Department is disposed to sanction 
their receiving passports on taking the Oath of Allegiance. 
Signed, Thos. V. Cridler, 
Srd Assistant Secretary. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) L.S.Wilcox, 


Consul. 
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Mr. Squiers to Mr. Wilcox, 
. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Peking, China, September 21st, 1899. 
Levi S. Wilcox, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 
Hankow. 
Sir:- 

Referring to the Legation's No. 428 of August 25th 
last, I beg to acknowledge receipt of your despatch No. 50 
of the 4th instant transmitting for further consideration 
the passport application of Logan H. Roots. 

Referring to the State Department's instruction on 
which you evidently base your request that a passport be 
issued to Mr. Roots, notwithstanding his declaration that 
he does not intend to return to the United States,- I have 
to say that the issue of passports in China is, according 

to the Regulations, entirely at the discretion of the Min- 
ister, whe is guided by the regulations and instructions of 
the Department on the subject. An instruction to vou from the 


Department certainly would not govern, especially where, as 


in this case, it does not agree with the position taken in 


its 


n 
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its various instructions to the Legation on the same sub- 


ject; and then again it would be necessary to know the facts 
presented by you in that particular case. 

The issue of a passport to an applicant who declares 
that he has no intention of returning to the United States 

is contrary to the requirements of the form of application 
authorized by the Department, which reads: I intend to 
return to the United States at a period which, owimg to my 
occupation as missionary, cannot be defined accurately." No 
provision is made for any other statement. 

Passports have been refused by this Legation to per- 
sons who, in their applications, declined to state that 
they intended to return to the United States; but on the 
contrary, as in the case in point, stated that they did not 
intend to do 80. 

Two of these cases were brought to the notice of the 
State Department and the following form of declaration sug- 
gested which it was thought might ever then, and at the 
same time meet with the approval of the Department: 

"It is possible that I will remain permanently in 


China, and will continue during the balance of my life to 


be engaged in missionary work and for that reason I am un- 


able to say that I intend to return to the United States 


* 


with 
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=~ 
with the purpose of residing and performing the duties of 
citizenship therein- though I am still a loyal citizen of the 
United States.“ 

The Department declined " to approve of this formula 
or to suggest any other likely to satisfy the conscientious 
scruples which the applicants appeared to entertain." 

To make the position of the Department more plain to 
you I will quote from an instruction on the same subject. 
(No. 1476, July 20th, 1897). 

"The Department's instructions have heretofore taken 
the ground that the vocation of the missionaries employed 
by societies established in the United States mav not ad- 
mit of any very positive declaration of intention to re- 
kane to the United States, but some declaration of a more 
or less floating or indefinite character, although, dis- 
playing the intent to return, is necessary." 

And further "The Department cannot authorize the is- 
suance of a passport upon any declaration tantamount to the 
expression of an intention not to return.“ 

In view of the practice of the Legation heretofore in 
like cases, the Regulations and Instructions of the State 


Department on the issue of passports, I do not feel warrant- 
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warranted, in the absence of the Minister, in issuing this 
passport, without his express direction to do so. 

The matter can be brought to the attention of the 
Minister on his arrival at Hankow some time in October, 

T trust Mr. Roots will not be inconvenienced by the 
delay. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) H.G.Squiers. 


Secretary of Legation. 


Enclosure: 


Passport application, in duplicate, of Logan R. Roots. 
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Mr. Wilcox to Mr. Conger. 
No. 55. UNITED STATES CONSULATE. 


Hankow, China, November 10th, 
1899. 


Hon. R. H. Conger, 

U. 8. Mintster, 

Peking. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to return to you as per request the 
applications of Rev. L.H. Roots and 6.T.Logan, for passports, 
also my despatch to the Department. I sent you their reply 
in a previous despatch. 

No.26. 
Hon. David J. Hill, 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to ask for instructions regarding par- 
agraph No. 169, C. R. and the oath required in application 
for passport. A number of missionaries, loyal citizens of 
the United States, havr requested ne to write to the Depart- 


ment in their behalf. They say they came here for their 


life 
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life work, and expect to live and die here, that they can 
not take all of the above oath, for they never expect to 
return to the United States, to perform the duties of citi- 
zenship. They are willing to take the oath of allegiance. 
I have &c 
Signed, Levi S.Wilcox, Consul. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Levi 8. Wilcox, 


Consul. 
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Enclosure No. 5 in Despatch No. co §3 
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Mr. Conger to Mr. Wilcox. 

: LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
Con. No. 486. 

Peking, China, November 27th, 1899. 
L. S. Vilcex, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 
Hankow. 

Sir:- 


The Legation begs to return to you the passport appli- 


cations of L.H.Roots and 0. T. Logan which accompanied your 


despatch No. 55 of the 10th instant instant, and to say that 
these passports cannot issue for the reasons already given 
in Legation's despatch No. 444 of September 2lst last, and 
since confirmed by Department's Circular Instruction dated 
September a6tn, 1899, and in which it is expressly set forth 
that a passport should not issue to any person who does 
not intend te return to the United States", as in Mr. Root’s 
case; or whose express intention to return is negatived by 
- 
circumstances attending his residence abroad. In Mr. Logan's 
application he has allowed the printed form "that I intend tc 


return to the United States with the purpose of residing and 


performing the duties of citizenship therein", to stand but 


negat ived 
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negatived this declaration by stat ing below " I expect to 


remain in China in this work (medical missionary) permanent- 


ly. 
Both of these case have been referred to the State 
Department. 
The passport fees, $4.22 (Mex.) are also enclosed. 
T am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) R. H. Conger. 
Enclosures: 


Passport application Logan Herbert Roots. 
Passport application Oliver Tracy Logan. 


Two remittance certificates, $2.11 (Mex.) each. 
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Fee for Passport. 81.00 


N ATIVE. Fee for filling out appli- 


cation in duplicate, - - 
Fee for administering 


59 
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W ö Rich ee oath in duplicate. 8 
W TJ ᷣ AA 6 
4 ras ff 1 Auel, „ aà Native citizen of the United States, 
hereby apply to the Legation of the United States at. . C. . ete Seer for a passport for 


myself, accompanied by my wife 


2 solemnly swear that I was born at<*4444.. 2-4 
Auna on or about the 4 18990. that 


my ſather is e Treue, citizen of the Un; domiciled in the United 
States, my permanent residence lag at ON Ory SM eth. 3 in the State of 
„„ edu ie upation ol. ce that I 
left the United States nto Fila of Gta, 8£%and am now temporarily 


sojourning at.. NF. een. that I am the bearer of Passport No...... 5 


ISSUCK K. os eeeee e N on the 
that I intend 
pose of residing and e 25 the duties of LEE therein; and that I desire the pass- 


port for the purpose of eA amg hts OA 1 X 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 


Further, I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and alle- 
giance to the same; and that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion: So HELP ME Gob. 
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DUN OF THE UNITED STATES Ar. ee 


at Sworn to before me, 83 ot. Beh e. 18. S 


DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT 


Mouth: 


certify i al i , aa. 
know h: to be a native-born citizen of ti ited States, and that the facts 
eR BRA 


Sean Chin 
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1139 281 Fee for Passport, - - - $1.00 
NATIVE Fee for filling out appli- 
7 * cation in duplicate. 80 
1 Fee for administering 
oath in duplicate, - 80 


a native a 


States at 


2. CLAA....., born at... 
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in the State of 


4 ee swear that I was born at.. * a 
on or about ey day o. . i 197 that 


ge . in the State of 

G rc, I pager the, occupation ee ee eee I 

he aye day 18 and am now temporarily 

sojourning at.. . ee that I am the bearer of Passport No...... 
. it esti sdenstees Cae ͤ e PPP a ee 
that I intend to return to the United States within...... TTW with the pur- 


pose of residing and performing the duties of citizenship therein; and that desire the pass- 

port for the purpose of Lt ae Kauer ö e. 
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Further, I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and alle- 
giance to the same; and that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion: So HELP ME Gop. 


1 
OF THE UNrrrp STATES Ar. 


/ Sworn to before me, this . * 


„ 1 eo 


3 20 * 
Forehead:.. 


Tegen Pee ö K. ee 
rated inh aie Fars Pic tage Ba citizen of the United States, and dt the facts 
«A. pnderi are tras se the best of my Knowledge and belief 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Mr. Conger to the “AN 6 1900 * 


9 


Secretary of State. — = 


Subject: Protest of Messrs.Mounsey and Brut ton against 
an order made on them by Consul General Goeodnow 
and Vice Consul Williams, disbaering them from 
all the United States Consular Courts in China, 


Unpaid witness fees and costs incurred by the 


8 


i Canton Conbular Court in the prosecution and 1 
conviction of Riehard Toulmin for murder in De- F 


cember, 1698, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF rer 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


November 30th, 1899. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, | 
Washington, D.C. | 
Sir: 3 
I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of let- 


ters of Consul Smith of Canton and S.Hanish of the Wuchow 


Customs, concerning certain unpaid witness fees and costs 
and conviction 

incurred by the Canton Consular Court in the SS 

Richard Toulmin for murder in December ,1898 ,which are self 


explanatory. 


I am not informed as to the correctness of the amount q, 


but the records of the trial furnished by the Consulate to 


the Department undoubtedly gives the requisite information. 


I learned while in Canton that these witnesses, who 


were in the Customs service, were obliged to lose their 


salaries and pay their expenses while traveling and attend- 


ing the trial, and they can 111 afford to wait so long for 


their fees. Besides the failure to pay does not very favor- 


ably commend our Consular Court system in China, 
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. LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. : 


I therefore respectfully request that the Canton Con- 
sulate be instructed to at once make draft for an anount 
sufficient to discharge these obligations. 

In connection with, and growing out of the same mat- 
ter, I have the honor also to forward herewith copies of a 
note received from the Charge d'Affaires of the British Le- 
gation enclosing a communication from the Governor of Hong 
Kong transmitting a brief and letters of Solicitors Mounsey 
and Brut ton, concerning an order made on them by Consul Gen- 
eral Goodnow and Vice Consul Williams on December 12, 1898, 


during the Toulmin trial. 


This order attempte to disbar Messrs Mounsey & Brut- 
ton from all the United States Consular Courts in China un- 
til the prosecuting witness pays the costs: in the above wen- 
tioned case, and as stated in the order, is based on Rule 71 
of Regulations for United States Consular Courts in China, 
to-wit: 

Rule 71. 8 complainant, informant or prosecutor, may 

be required to give security for all costs of the pros- 

nn including those of the accused; and every con 
plainant &c., not a citizen of the United States, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


shall be so required, unless in the Consul's opinion 

justice will be better promoted otherwise; and when 

such security is refused the prosecution shall abate. “ 

This rule is evidently to provide for the expense of 
groundless and vexatious prosecutions and not of dona fide 
and succesful cases. 

No security seems to have been taken or demanded as 
provided for in this Rule; but if it had been its surrender 
would have been immediately due on the conviction of the 
defendant. 

Pollowing the law and practice of our courts at home, 
the United States should pay these costs, and I know of no 
authority for the Court's charging then to the prosecuting 
witness or punishing his attorneys for their non-payment. 

Rule 96 places the presence of counsel entirely at the 
discretion of the Consul; but certainly this authority pere 
tains only to his own court; in this instance the Consular 
Court of Canton. Hence the general order of disbarment is 
ultra vires. 

This matter not coming to me on appeal (and in fact I 


don't just see how it may come in that way) I have declined, 


e 


em 


, . 
0 * 
N LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


the not very clearly defined authority of the Minister over 
the Consuls, I have not thought best to finally dispose of 
it diplomatically. 

‘Therefore I respectfully refer it to the Department 


of State for such instructions as it may properly give. 


T ought to say that, in the *unofficial conversation" 
with me,menticned in the British Charge d' Affaires“ note, he 
read me a copy of this same brief of Messrs. Mounsey and 
Brutton, and also an opinion furnished by the English Crown 
Advocate at Shanghai, in which he held that the solicitors 
were liable for the costs, and advised the British Charge d' 
-Affaires to unofficially ascertain if, upon the payment of 
the same, I would not have the disbarzent order set aside. 

I "unofficially" told hin I would. 

But the eee one evidently did not degire or intend 
to do this, and 1 did not believe, at the time, that they 
ever would. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Enclosures: Dae 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


3. 


5. 


6. 


PEKIN, CHINA. 


ur. Hamish to Mr. Smith, October 6, 1899, 

Mr. Bax-Ironside to Mr. Conger, September 12, 1899. 
Sir Henry Blake to Mr. Bax-Ironside, Sept. 1, 1899. 
Messrs Mounsey and Brutton to the Colonial Sec- 
retary, June 16, 1899. 

Messrs Mounsey and Brutton to the Colonial Sec- 
retary August 29, 1899, 

Printed Brief of Messrs. Mounsey and Brut ton. 


Mr. Conger to Sir Claude MacDonald, November 29, 


1899, 


— 
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Mr. Smith to Mr. Conger. 

Consulate of the United States of America. 

1 , Canton, Oct. 9, 1899. 

Dear Mr. Minister:- 
In the matter of the payment of ene 

costs in the Toulmin case,-for your information,-I have 

the honor to enclose a copy of a communication, received 

today from 8. Hamish, Esq. of the Wuchow Customs. 

T trust you will make every effort to have these 
costs paid as speedily as possible, and to this end, at 
an early day, address the bepackt of State in the 
matter. 

I have the honor to be, 
. Mr. Minister, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) Hubbard 7. Smith. 
Vice Consul in charge. 


One Enclosure: 


As above. 
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Enclosure No. 2 in Despatch No. * Y 


Mr. Hamish to Mr. Smith. : 
Custom House, Wuchow, Cet. 6, 1899 
Dear Mr. Smith: 
Re Toulmin trial: Certain members of ny 
staff who attended this trial were informed by Dr. Bedloe 
that their claims would be made good by the U.S.Gov't. The 


* Kn. 


amounts are as follows; Strom $122.14; Haines $2063.63; Sone 


7 


. 


$96.50; Rampkin $50.32; Tsung chu tsai $13.24. 

They were informed had been sent to the Secretary of 
State. They have not heard anything further anent, and have 
asked me to enquire whether you can inform them when they 
are likely to receive the money. It some nine months now 
since the trial, and I need hardly add how welcome the "oof" 


would be received. 


Yours faithfully, 


Sic. S. Hamish. 
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‘ Enclosure. No. 3 in Despatch No. pa FY 
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Mr. Bax- Ironside te Mr. Conger. 
Peking, September 12th, 1899. 
Sir:- 
With reference to the unofficial conversation which 
I had with you on the 24th of May last respecting an Order 
made on Messrs. Mennsey and Brutton, Solicitors in Hong 
Kong by the United States Consular Court at Canton, I have 
the honour te forward you herewith, at the request of His 
Excellency Sir Henry A. Make, Governor of Hong Kong, the 
enclosed correspondence for your consideration, 
I have the honovr to be 
Sir, 
Yeur Excellency's rost edvedient 
humble Servant, 


(Signed) H.0.Bax-Ironside, 


The Honourable E.Conger, 
United States Minister, 


Peking. 
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Sir Henry Blake to Mr. Bax-Ironside,. 
Goverment House, 
Hong Kong, lst September, 1899 
Sir:- 

With reference to your letter of the 17th ultimo and 
previous despatches on the subject of the order made on 12 
Decer.ber 1898 by the United States Consular Court at Canton 
upon Messrs Mounsey and Brutton, I have the honour to trans- 
mit to you the enclosed copies of Messrs. Mounsey & Brutton's 
letter and MF. Brutton's petitien, and te ask that you will 
be good enough to hand then to the United States Minister 
at Peking and request him in accordance with the request of 
Messrs. Mounsey and Brutton to . matter full consid- 

- eration. 
I have &c, 
(Sd) H. A. Blake 


Governor &. 


H. 0. Bax - Ironside, Esqre, 
H. B. M. charge d Affaires, 


Peking. 
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Messrs. Mounsey and Brutton to the Colonial Secretary. 
Hong Kong, 16th June, 1899. 

Sir:- 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 
944 dated the 12th and received on the 13th June 1899, 

With the opinion of the Crown Advocate at Shanghai in 
which he states "that Mr. Brutton in acting by courtesy in 
a United States Consular Court thereby rendered himself aren- 
able to the rulings of that court" we agree but only in 8e 
far as the rulings of the Court are in accordance with the 
Regulations of the Consular Courts of the United States of 

no 

America in China but further or otherwise, 

With the last sentence of the opinion which reads"and 
(Mr. Brutton) is consequently liable for the costs of the 
case we do not agree for there is nothing in the Regulaticns 
which can be construed into making an advocate personally 
liable for the costs of a case in which he appears as ad- 
vocate. As to the liability of the clients to pay the costs 
we have at present nothing to ee 

According to the Regulations, a Consul has power te 
order security to be given for all costs of the prosecution 


The Honourable including 
) The Colonial Secretary, 3 


Hong Kong 
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including those of the accused, and the Rule continues when 
such security is refused the prosecution shall abate. Vide — 
Rule 71 of these Regulations. 

By Rules 72 and 73 which must be read together, the 
consul shall when the innocence of the accused) both in law 
and intention, is manifest, add to the usual judgment of aer 
quittal the word "Honourable" and in such case judgment may 
be given and execution issued surmarily against any informer 
complainant or prosecutor for the whole costs of the trial 
including those of the accused or for any part of either or 
both, if the proceeding appears to have been -groundless 
and vexatious oer iginat ing in corrupt malicieus er vindic- 
tive motives... 


The Regulations provide in the first place for security 


for costs, and in the second for payment of costs out of that 
security in the event of the accused being honcurably ac- 
quitted, but het otherwise. In the case now under consider- 
atien the accused was not acquitted but was found guilty of 
murder and sentenced to imprisonment for life, * „ 
were no costs payable by the complainant. But as we stated be 
before, we have nothing to do with cests as affecting our 


1 


clients but only as regards ovr firm. It is with the order 


of the 12th December 1898 as it affects us that we are now 
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The Regulat jens specifically Limit and define the 
power of the Court as to costs and other matters. Any ruling 
er order which is not provided for by these Regulat ons is 


ultra vires and cannot be enforced. 


There is nothing in these regulations which empowers 
the Court er a Consul to make an order on advocate to pay 
the costs of a trial in which he appears as advocate, nei- 
ther is there any provision empowering the Court or a Consul 
to make an order on an advocate as to future practice be- 
fore American Consular Courts in China, 

It is clear that anv order not authorized by these 
Regulations is ultra vires and that an order such as that 
made on our firm on the 12th December 1898 is bad and should 
be discharged. 

We have to request therefore that further steps be 
taken to get this erder rescinded as regards our firm and 
shall be glad te learn from vou that this matter is receiv- 
ing your further consideration. 

We have the honor to. be 


Sir, 
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Your obedient servants 
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Sga/ Mounsey & Brut ton. 
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Messrs. Mounsey and Brutton to the Colonial Secretary. 
' 61, 53, & 55 Queen's Road Central, 
Hong Kong 29th, August, 1899. 
Sir:- 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter No, 1292 dated the 12th inst. enclosing a copy of a 
despatch dated the 17th July 1899 from Her Majesty's Charge 
d'Affaires at Peking to His Excellency the Governor on the 
matter of the order made by the United States Consular 
Court at Canton against our firm dated the 12th Decerber 1698 

Gn reading this despatch we notice that Her Majesty's 
Charge d'Affaires at Peking states "I do not see mv way to 
again discuss the question with the U.S.Minister at the cap- 
ital" and "I gathered from my conversation with Mr. Conger 
that he considered it beyond his province to interfere, * 
cept unofficially, and in the way of advice. 

The order sought to be set aside was made by a Con- 
sul General of the United States of America on a firm of 


English Solicitors practising in Hong Kong. 


In 
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se 


es eine get pare an order set aside, it is nec- 
3 in aa Ist instance to Meine the matter de fore the 
U.S. Minister at Peking for decision, and in the second in- 
stance, if dissatisfied with his ruling, to take the matter 
to Washington. 
We desire therefore that the U. 8. Minister shall 
consider the matter officially, not unofficially, as we sub- 
mit it his duty to do, so that we may be in a position to re 
fer all the facts and cosrespondence to Washington if dis- 


satified with his ruling, which ruling we are to presume vi! 


be given in accordance with justice and in accordance with 


— Pa 


the rules laid down in the Regulations for the Consular 
Courts of the United States of America in China. 

We have the honor to request therefore that our Mr, 
Brutton's e dated the 36th January 1899 (a copy of 
our letter to you of the 16th June, 1899 (copy enclosed) 
which we enclose nana a copy of this letter len be 
sent to Peking to Her Majesty's Charge d'Affaires with the 3 
renne that the same be laid officially before the United 25 


State Minister there 80 . he may have all the facts be- 


* hin to 8 to decide as to the validity or = 


le the order. 
5 5 


We have * N to be 
Pies oveetent humble servants 
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AND 


y and Brutton of Hongkong, Solicitors. 
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made by the Consular Court for the United Sta tes of America at 


Canton upon 


IN THE MATTER of the Prosecution of Richard Toulmin 
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IN THE MATTER of an order dated the 12th day of December, 1898, served upon 

Messers. Mounsey & Brutton, of Nos. 51,53 & 55 Queen's Road Central, Victoria, 

in the Colony of Hongkong, by the Consular Court for the United States of 

America at Canton in the Empire of China and signed by H. R. Williams, 

U. S. Vice Consul in charge Acting Judicially and John Goodnow, Consul 
General 


and 
IN THE MATTER of the Prosecution of Richard Toulmin for murder. 


1. On or about the 9th day of July 1898, I, George Kingston Hall Brutton e 
member of the firm of Messrs. Mounsey & Brutton, Solicitors, of Nos. 51, 53 & 55 
Queen’s Road Central, Hongkong, was informed by Cheng Kam Chuen aChinese subject 
that one Cheng Lei San a Chinese subject and brother of the said Cheng Kam Chuen 
had been shot and murdered on board the American Steamship “Dosing,” near Wuchau, 
in the province of Kwong Tung, in the Empire of China, in the Jurisdiction of the 
U. 8. Consular Court at Canton aforesaid, by Richard Toulmin the Captain of the 
said American Steamship “ Dosing,” and i was instructed to go to Canton and 
ascertain from Edward Bedloe the then Consul for the United States of America at 
Canton whether the said Richard Toulmin was in custody pending the trial for murder. 


. ney oe or about the 12th day of July 1898 I went to Canton and saw 
the said Edward loe at the U. S. Consulate there, and he informed me that the 
accused Richard Tonlmin was in his custody, but that no ch had been preferred 

inst him in writing, and that unless a formal complaint was filed in his Consulate 
within 3 days from the said 12th day of July 1898, the accused Richard Toulmin was 
entitled to be released from custody, for, as he said, the accused is entitled to see the 
charge preferred against him and in the absence of any charge in writing he can 
demand his release. 


8. In consequence of this I returned to Hongkong and after seeing the said 
Cheng Kam Chuen he instructed me to prefer an information against the accused the 
said Richard Toulmin, and on the 14th day of July 1898 an information was filed 
in the United States Consular Court at Canton by the said Cheng Kam Chuen in the 
words and figures following, that is to say: 


In the Consular Court of the United States of America at Canton in the 
Empire of China. 


I, Cheng Kam Chuen, of Victoria in the Colony of Hongkong a subject of the 
Emperor of China, do hereby charge Richard Toulmin that on the 7th day of July 
A.D. 1898 he the said Richard Toulmin feloniously wilfully and of his malice 
aforethought did kill and murder one Cheng Lei San. 


| interpreted to the sid Cheng Kam Chven ) 

in the Chinese language by T. . Chung | ©. Kem Chuen 
and e ca erne © Oy ae ' 
14th day of July, 189%, | j 


Before me 


(Sd.) E. BEDLOE, 
Consul for the United States of America 
at Oanton in the Empire of China, 


4. On the 16th day of July 1898 I attended at the U. S. Consulate at Canton 
to know whether the U. 8. Government had issued subpoenas for the attendance 
of witnesses on the hearing of the charge, and on being informed that no witnesses 
had been summoned, an application in writing was made to the said Edward Bedloe 
as U. S. Consul at Canton that subpoenas be issued to four witnesses to appear and 
give evidence on the hearing of the charge against the accused Richard min. 


5. At the time of making this application the said Edward Bedloe was absent 
in Hongkong, and the application was signed before T. C. Chung the Interpreter 
to and employed in the U. S. Consulate who informed me that no fees were payable 
on a criminal prosecution, all expenses being defrayed by the United States Gover- 


ment as it was their duty to prosecute. 


6. On the 21st day of July, 1898 the following paragraphs appeared in the issue 
of the Hongkong Daily Press for that day. 


The “ Dosing” Tragedy. 


The accused committed for trial. 
Canton 20th July. 


To-day the accused Captain Richard Toulmin charged with shooting and killing 
the Chinese compradore, one Cheng Lei San on board the alleged American steamer 
“ Dosing of which he (Toulmin) was master while on the West River above Wuchow 
on the morning of the 7th inst. was brought before the American Consular Court 
for a further hearing. 


Captain Toulmin was arrested at Wuchow and brought to Canton on Sunday 
the 10th instant, and lodged in the British Consular Gaol here to waita hearing by 
the American Consul. The next day, Monday the 11th instant, Toulmin was brought 
before Consul Bedloe on a warrant issued by the Prefect of Wuchow. A telegram 
and also a despatch from Commissioner of Customs James Acheson at Wuchow, 
charging Captain Toulmin with the crime of killing the Compradore of the Dosing" 
was — to the accused. The Consul cautioned him to be guarded in his statement, 
if he desired to make any, and with this admonition asked Toulmin if he was guilty 
or not guilty, The accused answered and said he was not guilty. The Consul 
committed him to Gaol for a further hearing on the 19th inst. and pursuant to that 
order the prisoner was brought to the American Consular Court to-day to be informed 
that the prosecution requested a postponement of the hearing for one week. 


The prisoner said he wished to waive a further hearing and asked to have the 
time fixed for trial at a day distant sutficient to enable his friends to engage Coun- 
sel to prepare for his defence. 


The request of the prisoner was granted but before committing him to gaol the 
Counsel directed the Clerk to read the latest indictment of the pri in order 
that he might know who his accuser is and why he is restrained of his liberty. The 
indictment is by the brother of the deceased and reads as follows :— 


In the Consular Court of the United States of America at Canton China. 


Cheng Kam Chuen of Victoria in the Colony of H . 
the Emperor of China do hereby charge Richard Calmin that de the 7 \day 
of July A. D. 1898 he the said Richard Toulmin feloniously wilfully and of 


his malice aforethought did kill and murder one Cheng Lei San. 


(Signed) C. KAM CHUEN. 


' 
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Sworn before me, Edward Bedloe, Consul of the United States at Canton on 
this 14th day of July 1898, Acting Judicially. 


The prisoner heard the indictment, repeated his plea of not guilty, and said he 
desired time to prepare for his defence and trial. 


The Consul fixed the first Tuesday in October as the day for the trial of Richard 
Toulmin, charged as above. 


The prisoner was taken back to the British gaol and locked up. 


7. No notice was given to me or to my said firm or to the Chinese informant 
that any proceedings as in paragraph 6 hereof mentioned were to be held, and as these 
proceeding were held without such notice, it was evidently the intention of the 
nited States Consul that the United States Government should prosecute. 


8. I heard nothing further of the matter until the 11th day of September 
1898 when my firm received a notice in the words and figures following, that is 
to say:— 


Consulate of the United States of America at Canton China. 


September 17th, 1898. 
To 


Messrs Mounsey & Brutton, 
Hongkong. 


Whereas Richard Toulmin, an American citizen, charged with wilful murder 
of Cheng Lei San, which case is set for trial at Canton on the 4th day of October 
1898, has applied and petitioned in due form for a change of venue and filed his 
affidavit in support of his said application and potition in this Consular Court on 
this 17th day of September 1898. 


You are hereby notified that at 10 o’clock a. m. on the 24th. day of September 
at the United States Consular Court at Canton, will be a hearing of objections, if 
there be any, to the granting of his the said application and petition. 


In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and official Seal this 17th. 
day of September 1898. | 


(Sd.) EDWARD BEDLOE. 
Acting Judicial iy. 


9. In accordance with this notice I ap at the time and place mentioned 
and stated objections to the granting of the said application before U. S. Consul 
General J. Goodnow and Acting Vice Consul H. R. Williams Acting Judicially 
who at the conclusion of my address requested me to file my objections in Brief for 
consideration. Ihe hearing of the case was then postponed till the 4th November 1898. 


10. After the Court rose mention was made by the Consul General of certain 
expenses which he said were ble for the * of witnesses for the prose- 
cution at the trial and I stated ¢ t an application was filed in the Court on the 16th 
July, 1898 for the issue of su to certain witnesses, a man by name Randall 
among them, and that this Randall had been allowed to pass through Canton about a 
fortnight or three weeks after the filing of the application and no steps had been 


sis ie 


taken by Consul Bedloe to serve the subpoena on him and that he had gone to 
Manila and I considered that the U. S. Goverment should pay the expenses of this 
witness as well as of the others and I stated that if the Chinese were expected to pay 
these expenses | should surrender the matter into the hands of the U. S. Goverment, 
to this Consul General Goodnow replied laughing “in that case the Government 
would have to pay and I replied “ well, that is what I shall do if the Chinese are 


expected to pay.’ 
Nothing further was said as to the payment of these expenses then. 


11. On my return from Canton I informed Cheng Kam Chuen of what had 
passed and I was instructed to resist the payment of these expenses and if the pay- 
ment was insisted on I was to furnish the U. S. Consul General with the names of 
the witnesses and leave the prosecution in his hands and take no further part in the 
prosecution. 


12. On the the 28th day of October 1898 my firm received a notice dated the 
27th day of October 1898 in the words and figures following that is to say :— 


Consulate of.the United States of America. 


Canton October, 27th 1898. 


To 
Messrs. Mounsey & Brutton, 
Hongkong. 


Whereas the cause of Richard Toulmin charged with wilful murder ‘of one 
Cheng Lei “an a subject of the Emperor of China was set down for trial at this 
Consular Court Canton on the 4th day of October A. D. 1898 when the Defendant 
filed a petition at this Consular Court in which he pn for a change of venue for 
a trial of his cause at Shanghai and upon hearing the objections filed in Brief by the 
Attorney for Prosecution on September 24th I have denied the motion for a change 
of venue, 


You are hereby notified that the cause is further postpcned till December &th 
A. D. 1898 at 10 o'clock a.m. when the trial of the same will be held at the United 
States Consular Court Canton instead of November 4th as previously fixed, 


In Witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 27th day of 
October A. D. 1898. 


(Sd.) H. R. WILLIAMS, 
U. S. Vice & Acting Consul in charge. 
Acting Judicially. 
* 


13. Subsequently to the receipt of this notice I saw H. R. Williams the U 8. 

Vice and Acting Consul in charge Acting Judicially and asked him who was to 

rosecute in the case and he informed me that I was and I naturally presumed that 
i wel presecuting on behalf of the U. S. Govern ment. 


14 On the Ist day of December 1898, I was informed that no subpoena had been 
issued to Benjamin C. Randall who was one of the principal witnesses for the prosecu- 
tion and on the 2nd day of December I wrote a letter to H. R. Williams Esq. requesting 
him to issue a subpoena for the attendance of this witness, 


oo 


15. On the 8th day of December 1898 I appeared at the U.S, Consulate at 
Canton on the trial of the said Richard ‘Toulmin and no mention was made by the 
U. S. Consul General J. Goodnow or the Vice Consul H. R. Williams of the payment 
of the witnesses’ «x)enses. 


16. On the evening of Friday, the 9th December, after I had closed the case 

for the prosecution and the Court had been adjourned I was asked by H. R. 

Williams Esq. whether I was going to pay the expenses of the witnesses, to 

which I replied ** No, not unless I am obliged to,” and he then said Oh, if that is 

all you want I will soon make an order,” t) this I objected aid seid that I could 

not pay as my client had no means and that the question shuld be argued out in 
urt. 


17. On Saturday the 10th December during the mid-day adjournment, John 
Goodnow the Consul General asked me if 1 was going to pay the witnesses’ expenses, 
to which I replied, No that I should like to argue the matter ou i: Court. The 
Consul General said it was no case for argument, as the Chinese had to pay. 
T told him that the Chinese informant Cheng Kam Chuen had no money and odd 
not pay, to this he replied that if he did not pay I should have to do so out of my 
fees, I said I could not do that and he then said, “ Well if you do not it is a 
question whether I shall hear you any further in the case and also whether I shall 


not cancel all the proceedings.“ 


18. After a short adjournment in the afternoon and before the Court again sat 
the Consul General called me up’to his bench and privately asked me if I desired 
to cross examine the accused who had elected to give evidence and who had then 
pratically finished his evidence. I said I did and he then said “ Are you going to 
pay the fees, if not it is a question whether I shall hear you further in the case? 

o this I made no reply, I then went back to my seat. 


19. After a few more questions had been asked the accused by his Counsel 
the following took place. 


Mr. Goodnow asked— Mr. Brutton as Attorney for the prosecutor do you wish 
to ask this witness any questions ? 


Mr. Brutton—As Attorney for the prosecution who has been conducting the 
case for the prosecution up till now I wish to cross examine this witness. First 
I should like to ask one or two questions with regard to the question of costs. 


Mr. Goodnow—That does not come up just now. 


Mr. Brutton said that as Attorney for the prosecution he did not undertake any 
liability with regard to the expenses of the witnesses. 


Mr. Goodnow— Mr. Brutton, I can tell you plainly Iam not going to put you 
out ofthis trial at this stage, but until this matter is settled you will not be allowed 
to conduct any other cases in American Consular Courts in China. 


Mr. Brutton—Your honour has not power except in this Court unless you 
can show that my conduct has been unbecoming a Solicitor. 


20. On Monday, the 12th day of December, after the case was closed the 
Coins Gonerel made a few remarks on the law with regard to murder and 


continued as follows:— 

0 

„ There was one other matter he and Mr. Williams wished to bring up before 
they adjourned and that was in to the incident which happened there on 


it was, U 


for all costs of the prosecution including those of the accused and every complainant 
and so forth not a citizen of the United States should be so required unless in the 
Consul’s opinion justice would be better promoted otherwise, and if such security 
was refused the prosecution should abate. 


In this particular case it was the duty of the United States to te the 
man accused of this shooting. One Cheng Kam Chuen the brother of the deceased 
chose to come into that Court as an informant and prosecutor. He came into that 
Court as represented by Messrs. Mounsey and Brutton represented by Mr. Brutton. 
He could state of his own knowledge that when he was there in September he him- 
self told Mr. Brutton he would have to look out for his witnesses’ fees and no 
objection was made to it. The only question was as to whether they would bring Mr. 
Randall across from Manila or not and he said that under agreement with the coun- 
sel his depositions could be taken there and expenses saved. Mr. Williams told him 
subsequent to the time he notified Mr. Brutton as to these witnesses’ fees that 
Mr. Brutton told him if he said he must do it it should be done. 


Mr. Williams—lIs that a fact Mr. Brutton ? 


Mr. Goodnow, continuing, said there had been no objection on the part of the 
prosecutor to this until Friday, or Saturday. He himself spoke to Mr. Brutton on the 
matter on Saturday, at noon It had been the practice in the United States Courts 
in China that where a plaintiff or a complainant was represented by a reputable firm 
of Attorneys they had not required them to pay up in cash the costs before hand, but 
there never had been a case in his own knowledge before this where such Attorney 
had after the trial had begun and after having had due notice long before, that he 
was expected to do this, had refused to pay. It was the order of the Court that the 
complainant should pay the costs of the trial, unless the defendant has sufficient to 

ay his own witnesses’ fees, and it was the order of the Court that unless the 
2 for the prosecutor paid into that Court or satisfied that Court that the 


witnesses for the prosecution and other costs were 2 a copy of that order should 


be sent to the British Consul and that the Viceroy be notified of such failure on the 
part of the prosecutor and his Counsel to pay these fees and should be asked to force 
such payment. It was the order of the Court that until the expenses were paid 
Messrs. Mounsey and Brutton should not act in any United States Courts in Ching. 


21. After the Consul-General had finished I attempted to say a few words and 
to correct some mis-statements but the Consul-General refused to hear me. 


22. Accordingly I saw Mr. R. W. Mansfield H. B. M. Consul at Canton with 
reference to the order made in the U. S. Consular Court and he informed me that 
H. R. Williams the Vice-Consul had given him an undertaking in writing on behalf 
of the U. 8. Government to pay the reasonable expenses of witnesses su 
through H. B. M. Consul at Canton to give evidence in the case; All the su 
issued to witnesses by the U. 8. Consul were intituled, “In the cause of the United 
States against Richard Toulmin” and the Consul-General at Hongkong wrote a 
letter to B. C. Kandall one of the witnesses for the tion infurming him that 
his reasonable expenses would be paid by the U. 8. ene 3 


23. The indictment or information on which the accused was tried was also 
intituled “In the cause of the United States against Richard Toulmin.” This infor- 
mation was drawn up by the U. S. Consul or on his behalf and was not the infur- 
— tay filed by Cheng Kam Chuen on the 14th day of July, 1898, which was drawn 
up by me. 


24. Shortly aftermy return from Canton on the 18th day of December, 
firm received an order signed by H. R. Williams U.S. Vice Consul in | 
Acting Judicially and John Goodnow Consul General U. S. A. dated the 12th, 
December 1898 in the words and figures following, that is tosay:—  - 


United States Consular Court 8. 8 
Canton China pe 


It is the order of the Court that under rule 71 of the Regulations of the 
Consular Courts for the United States of America in China, it having been shown 
to the satisfaction of this Court that the Defendant is without means, the costs of 
this trial shall be paid by the Prosecutor, who intervened in this case on his own 
motion, It was both by the Consul and the Consul General furmally stated to Mr. 
Brutton of Mounsey and Brutton that their client Cheng Kam Chuen the Prosecutor 
would be liable for said costs. Under the ordinary practice of Consular Courts in 
China the attorneys although of another nationality, considering themselves in 
honor bound as de facto Ufficers of the Court, have obeyed the orders of the Courts 
and have provided that costs against their clients should be paid. Therefore as 
Mounsey and Brutton in open Court after this trial has proceed2d more than two 
days then for the first time refused to provide that aaah costs be paid, the Court 
of the U. S. Consulate at Canton has ordered and the U. 8. Consul General has 
also ordered that a copy of this order be sent to the British Consul at Canton 
and H. E. Tan, Viceroy of Kwang Tung and Kwang Si, with a request that their 
respective nationals be ordered to comply with the order of this Court and that 
Mounsey and Brutton shall not practice befure any Aimerican Consular Court in 
China until this order be complied with. 


(Sd.) H. R. WILLIAMS, In. 
V. S. Vite Ounsul in charge Acting Judicial ly. 


(Sd.) JOHN GOODNOW, 
Consul General U. S. A. 


Trae copy dated 12th Dec. /98. 


(8d.) ANTO. DE SILVA, 
Clerk ofdthe Court. 


25. In connection with this order it will be noticed that the following words 
are used “ the costs of this trial shall be paid by the Prosecutor who intervened in 
this case on his own motion.” ‘The statement that the Prosecutor intervened on 
his own motion is incorrect. For from paragraph 2 in this statement it will be 
seen in what way and the reason why Cheng Kam Chuen filed the information 
against the acc namely that there was a probability of the accused being 
released if no ch in writing was preferred against him, and in order to get 
justice done it was incumbent that a charge in writing should be filed in the 
United States Consulate. In the order the following words also occur. It was 

the Consul and the Consul General formally stated to Mr. Brutton that 
their client Cheng Kam Chuen the Prosocutor would be liable for said coats 
i. e. the costs of the trial. This is a mis-statement. No costs were mentioned at any 
time either before or during the hearing of the case, only the expenses for the 
attendance of the witnesses for the prosecution, not the costs of the trial. From 
10 hereof it will be noticed that I tuld the Consul General that if the 
Chinese were expected to pay the expenses of the witnesses the case would be 
surrendered into the hands of the United States Government. These words also 
occur Then for the first time refused to provide that such costs be paid This 
is also incorrect as will be seen from paragraph 10 hereof and the last paragraph 


hereinbefore written. 


26. It is from the order in paragraph 24 set out that I and my firm desire to 
it is submited that no power is given by the Regulations for the 
Courts of the United States of America in China to make such order and 
the order set out above is illegal and should be over - ruled. 


ins die 
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27. It will be noticed that Rule 71 of the said Regulations is relied upon by 
the Consul General and Viée Consul, such Rule is as follows: 


71. “Prosecutor may be required to give security.” Any complainant informant 
or prosecutor may be required to give security for all costs of the i 
including those of the accused; and every complainant &c not a citizen of the United 
States shall be so required, unless, in the Consul’s opinion justice will be better 
promoted otherwise ; and when such security is al the prosecution shall abate. 


28. This rule provides that every complainant informant or prosecutor who is 
not a citizen of the Unjked States shall be required to give security for all costs 
unless in the Consuls opinion justice will be better promoted otherwise; and when 
such security is refused the prosecution shall abate. 


29. Now in this case security was never asked for, had it been demanded it 
would have been given, for it is submitted that this Rule 71 must be read with 
Rules 72 and 73 of the said Regulations which are as follows :— | 


72. ‘“* Honourable acquittal "—When the innocence of the accused, both in 
law and in intention, is manifest, the Consul shall add to the usual judgment of 
acquittal the word “ honourable.” 


73. Costs —In such case judgment may be given and execution issued sum- 
marily against any informer complainant or prosecutor for the whole costs of the 
trial, including those of the — or for any part of either or both, if the proceed - 
ing ap to have been groundless and vexatious, originating in corrupt, malicious, 
or vindictive motives. 


30. The security, therefore, is given to provide for the costs of the prosecution 
and of the accused in the event of the accused being honourably acquitted and the 
proceedings appear to have been undless or vexatious originating in corrupt 
malicious or vindictive motives. In this case the accused Richard Toulmin was 
convicted of murder and sentenced to imprisonment for life with hard labour. 
=e the complainant, it is submitted, cannot be required to pay the costs of the 

31. Again Rule 62 of the Regulations states. 

62. “American witnesses compelled to attend.“ The Government and the accused 
are equally entitled to compulsory A for witnesses within their jurisdiction 


and if the Consul believes the accused to be unable to advance the fees his necessary 
‘witnesses shall be summoned at the expense of the United States, 


82. By this Rule it is clear that the complainant cannot be compelled to pay 
the fees of the witnesses for the accused in the event of the accused himeelf being 
unable to pay, but such fees are to be defrayed by the United States. 


88. In the order quoted in paragraph 24 hereof the following words will be noticed 
it having been shown to the satisfaction of this Court that the Defendant is without 
means the costs of this trial shall be paid by the Pro ecutor who intervened in this 
case on his own motion. Under Rule 62 the United Stu.tes must bear the expense of 
the witnesses of the accused for the words in that Rule shal! be summoned at the 
expense of the United States are explicit and definite. 


$4. It will also be noticed from this Rule No. 62 that the words “ The Govern- 
ment and the accused”’ are used, these words distinctly show that it was the intention 
of the Framers of these Regulations that the U. 8. n 
criminal cases and bear the expenses of the prosecution and consequently the expenses 


of the witnestes for the prosecution and should also bear the expenses of the wit- 
nesses for the accused if the accused be without means. 


35. And again by Rule 73 quoted in paragraph 29 hereof the words “ for the 
whole costs of the trial” clearly sive that it was — contemplated by the Framers 
of these ulations that a criminal prosecution should be conducted by a private 
person but that the United States Government should prosecute in all criminal cases 
even though the complaint or information was sworn to by a private individual in the 
first instance, as in the case now before us; the words “ for the whole costs of the 
trial” show this, for the Framers of the Regulations clearly drafted this rule 73 in 
order to cover a case in which the Government should prosecute on an information or 
complaint sworn to by a private rps and the prisoner should be honourably 
acquitted and the proceedings should appear to have been groundless and vexatious 
&c., then in such case the costs of the prosecution and of the accused are to be paid 
out of the security provided for by Rule 71 quoted in paragraph 27 hereof. 


36. If it was the intention that a private complainant prosecutor or informant 
should bear the expenses of the prosecution it would have been so stated in Rule 
62 or Rule 73. 


87. It is submitted therefore that it was the duty of the United States Gover- 
ment to prosecute in this case but that Goverment not having any official 
attached 10 its Consular Court in China whose duty it would be to prosecute on 
their behalf it is submitted that I was entitled to assume that : L appeared 
on behalf of the brother of the murdered man yet I was in fact prosecuting on 
behalf of the United States Government. 


38. It has been seen that by Rules 71, 72 and 73 special provision was made 
for the United States Government prosecuting on the complaint or information of 
a private person. 


39. In such case security for costs if demanded and given shall be applied as 
provided for in Rules 72 and 73 only, but if security for costs, is asked for and 
refused the prosecution shall abate. 


40, In this case security was never asked for and this I ‘submit is proved by 
the fact that the prosecution did not abate but the accused was convicted and 
sentenced. The only power the Consul had was to demand security for costs and 
if such security was refused to abate the prosecution. 


41. There is nothing in the regulations whatever which empowers the Court or 
the Consul to demand from any complainant the payment of any fees or expenses 
in a criminal case, neither is the Consul empowered to make an order that all the 
costs of a trial are to be paid by a complainant except as provided for in Rule 73 
of the Regulations, and in the case of a complainant not a citizen of the United States 
he is not so empowered unless security has been demanded and provided, in which 
case the security can only be applied as provided for in Rules 72 and 373. 


42. Even supposing that the order for payment of the costs of the trial which 
includes that of the prosecution and of the accused be upheld, it is submitted that the 
order prohibiting my firm from practising before any American Consular Court in 
China, must be reversed, as there is nothing in the ulations for the Consular 
Courts of the United States of America in China which empowers or can be inter- 
— to empower any of its Consuls or Consul General to make such order as to 
ture practice before a Consular Court. 


Hongkong 30th January, 1899. 
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———— — —— 
Mr. Conger to Sir Claude MacDonald. 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Peking, China, November 29th, 1899, 
Sir:- 

During my absence from Peking the note of Mr. Bax-Iron- 
side, H.B.M. Charge d'Affaires, dated September 12th, last, 
enclosing the brief of Messrs. Mounsey and Brutton, Solici- 
tors, in regard to an order on then in the United States 
Consular Court at Canton, December 12th, 1898, and certain 
correspondence in reference thereto, was duly received, 

I have the honor to reply, eoncerning the suggestions 
of Messrs. -Mounsey and Brutton, that any appeal from, or ef- 
fort to set aside the proceedings of one of the Consular 
Courts in China should be prosecuted through that Court; 
and whenever any proper case comes thus regularly to me, 

I shall be pleased to take it up officially and give it 

such careful consideration as it judicially merits and the 
regulations and practice warrant. 
However 
His Excellency 


Sir Claude MacDonald, K.C.B., K.C.M.G. 
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— — However, since the matter presented as it is by your 
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tion at the request of His Excellency, the Governor of 


Hongkong, has another phase, I shall, in the meantime, 
transmit it to the Department of State for such disposition 
as it may direct. 
With the assurance of my highest consideration, 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) R. H. conger. 
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0 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIC | 


~~, 
9 


Desember ist, 18699. 


. Secretary of State. 


Subjeet: Aeknowledgsent of Department's instructions re- 


eeived during the mouth of November. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
mee _ PEKIN, CHINA, a 


Oe ee ee ees 


December let. 1999. 


~ am 


Te the Honorable 


n 


John Hay, 
Soeeretary ef State, 


Washington, D.C. 


8 Referring te my despateh No.269 of November ist lasts 
I have the hener te aeknewledge the reeeipt ef Depart- 
ment's instructions Ne.214; unnumbered two dated September 
28th, ene dated Oeteber 7th; and Circular instruetions 
dated September 25rd and 826th, 1899, received during the 
month of Nevember, 1899, 

— I have the henor te be, 
Sir, 


Yeur ebedient servant 
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Kengyuwei entered the United States and was expelled by 


8 authority. Li Hung Chang for Empress wishes to know what 
def if any was taken. 


oe 0 
=~ 4 


7 
: 
_ 
+ 

* er 
wok 
* — 1 


Cee eee 


\ d 
* ¢ — * — ei | SS — — —üũ4ä * * 189 . 5 M. 


4 3 „ 
1 + = : — 5 7 
. 1 * N > « aot Pee .  « 
if 2 


ate 


rn ; 2 
1 * ; 4 
+i. 1 


9 


2 

23 
r 
n 


7 =e t a 7 e 
ose 2 “3 ’ é 
ie net See es 


— 


24 a —„— 
ee 


3 23 4 


peor 


” 
* 
Tw 


7 


x 
Secretary of State. 
et @6t: Confirming Legation's telegram of the 2nd in . 4 


stant and Department's reply of the same date. 


Permission for Kang Yu-wei to enter the United if 


States requested and refused. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December Sth, 1899. 


Te the Henerable 


John Hay, 


Secretary ef State, 


Washington, 


~+ 2 . 


I have the honer te eonfirm, on the everleaf, my 
telegram of the 2nd instant and your reply ef same date. | 


During a conversation with His Exeelleney Li Hung 


al . 


Chang, he asked me if I had heard that the Japanese Gev- 
ermment issued orders not te permit Kang Yu«wei to land 
there. I answered that I read it in the newspapers. He in- 


quired if I knew whether eur Gevernment teok any such ae- 


rr REE? Aeyure 5 ener oo + 


tien, and, if se, what it was. I told him I had heard 
nothing cencerning it, but that under our laws as te Chi- 
nese amnigratien, he could not land there without a sere’: 


= frem his Government. He said that their Minister 
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a g er had telegraphed that he did enter the United 
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TELEGRAM SENT (CIPHER). 


PEKING, DECEMBER 2, 1899. 


CHINESE MINISTER, WASHINGTON, 


TELEGRAPHS THAT KANG YU WEI ENTERED THE UNITED STATES 


AND WAS EXPELLED BY AUTHORITY. LI HUNG CHANG FOR EMPRESS 


WISHES TO KNOW WHAT ACTION, IF ANY, WAS TAKEN. 


CONGER. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED (CIPHER). 


WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 2, 1899. 


MINISTER, PEKING. 


KANG YU WEI WISHED TO ENTER 


THE UNITED STATES BUT WAS NOT PERMITTED. 


HAY, 
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STATES OF AMERICA 
BHINA. 


LEGATION OF THE UN 
PEKIN 


1 
8 


. Conger to the stave’. 
Secretary of State. 


Subject: Transmitting, under separate cover, two eopies 
of the Imperial Maritime Customs Gazette, Spee~ 
jal Series, No.2,Medieal Reports for the half 


year ending March Slst, 1899. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


December 6th, 1899. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- : 

I have the honor to transmit, under separate cover, 
for the information of the Department, two copies of the 
Imperial Maritime Customs Gazette, Special Series, No.2, 

— — Medical Reports fer the half year ending 
33 Sist, 1899, published by order of the Inspector den- 
eral of Customs, 

I have the honor te be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. : 3 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Seeretary of State. 


Subjeet: Affaires of the American China Development’ Com- 


pany. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
é PEKIN, CHINA. 


December Gth, 1899. 


Te the Honorable 2 
John Hay, 
Seeretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Sir: 

I have the honor te report that at the request ef 
Mr. Clarenee Cary, representing the American China Devel- 
opment Company, I presented him te the Tsungli Yamen fer 
the purpese of laying before them some matters in econnec- 
tien with the Hankow-Canten Railway. 

The letter ef Mr. Cary, which is enelesed, was read 
te them and diseussed in general terms. They, however, in- 
ferming him that the diseussion ef details must be had 
with Sheng Tajen, the Direetor General ef Northern Rail- 
ways. 

As to granting permission to operate mines in the 
previnee of Hunan, they said that for the present at 
least, the epposition of the people was tee great to per- 


mit it; but that no concessions te open or operate them 


| should be given te any other foreigners. 


—— eee — Oe 


— 


— this, the letter ef Mr. Cary and the reply ef 
the Tsungli Yamen, which is alse enclesed,contains practi- 
cally the substance of the euere, 

T have the honor te be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Enclesures: 
1. Mr. Cary to Mr. Conger, November 20th, 1899, 


2. The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, December 2nd, 1899. 
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Enclosure 10. / in Despatch No. a § 8 


Mr. Clarence Cary to Mr. Conger. 
Peking, November 20th, 1899, 
Hon. B. R. Conger, 
United States Minister, 
Dear Sir:- 
re Hankow-Canton Railway, 

There are two matters concerning this project which 
should now be brought to the serious attention of the Tsung- 
11 Yamen, as of paramount importance, especially in provid- 
ing for the future support and protection of the great Chi- 
nese Railway system which they here desire my clients, the 
American China Development Company, to aid them to create. 

These are the Coal-Mining and Branch Line features. As 
to the first, we have already been before the Yamen, with the 
result that H.E.Sheng Tajen (Director General of Railways- 
South) has since been approached to arrange with us concern- 
ing certain mines in the Prefecture of Shao-Shan in the 
Province of Quangtung. 

But others, however, in the Prefecture of Heng-chou 
and Chen-chou, in the Province if Hunan, (which were also 
included in our application) the officials are as yet in- 
nn to pass upon; apparently through apprehenston of 
local objection or obstruction on the part of the Hunane se 
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people. 

What we now desire to impress upon the Yamen is that 
such hesitation is ill-judged, and that further delay in se- 
curing the appropriate rights in these Hunan coal fields for 
the benefit of the Railway is both short-sighted and preju- 


dicial, not only to such Railway, but to the best interests 


of China herself. 


This (among other reasons) because (a) the railway thut 
to be chiefly benefitted is a Chinese, and not a foreign 
venture; (b) because it will especially need the profits to 
be derived from handling the coal to meet its current inter- 
est, and to more speedily pay off its foreign loan; (e) bee 

Powe 
cause a present settlement of these matters will, the hin- 


ese from annoyance and risks of foreign claims to the mines, 


and (d) because there need be no disclosure of the matter to 


the Hunane se people pefore they have become accustomed to 

the railway construction and development in their Province. 
We desire, therefore, to renew our request for ad- 

justment as to these particular mining districts in Hunan. 


But, should the Yamen still delay a decision in this regard, 


we shall ask them for due assurance that, pending their fi- 


nal settlement of the matter, the districts in question 


shall 
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igs ) 
shall in no 860 0 be allowed to fall into any foreign con- 
Krol, or de allotted to any rival railway projects. 

These mines, I may explain, are immediately adjacent 
to the main line of the proposed railway, and therefore only 
such as are kate. and indeed necessarily included within 
the area of the country to be immediately served by it. 

As you are aware, the contract of April 14, 1892, ex- 
ecuted with our Company by H. B. Wu Ting Fang, the Chinese 
Minister at Washington (under due Imperial sanction) con- 
templated the obtaining by the Railway Administration of 
"concessions to open and work coal on territory adjecent to 

the railway" of ezactly the character above indicated, as 
also that our Company should, in such event, receive due 
authority to develop the same, 

And you will please observe, in this connection, that 
the existing Chinese Mining and Railway Regulations (of Nov. 
19, 1898, as amended July 30, 1899) were promulgated subse- 
quently to the execution and delivery of our contract, and 


— 


hence do not conflict with the same, as also that, as the 
present instance involves the allotment of the mines primar- 


ily to a purely Chinese railway enterprise (instead of to 


some foreign mining toncessionaire) the matter, in any case 


stands 


n. 
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24 
stands on quite a different footing from theose contemplated 
by the Regulations in question. 


While thus remarking upon our contract rights in the 


present case, I should also add that we are not here, and 
now, so much seeking to impress these upon the Yamen as to 
convince them that a present adjustment of the Hunan mining 


rights in behalf of the Hankow-Canton Railway is a timely, 


prudent and essential step in the best protection of their 
this 

own Chinese Railway interests. That,is a view which they 
cannot fail to take on further reflection, I am quite con- 
fident. 

As to Branch, or Connecting Railway Lines 
we sometime since filed a map with H.E., the Director Genera) 
indicating certain of these which, after due expert consid- 
eration, are deemed necessary to the proper support and 
strategic protection of the main or trunk line of the Hankow- 
Canton Railway, especially in its future development. These 
_ additional proposed lines we urgrd His Excellency to ask the 
Yamen or Imperial Government to promptly delineate or pro- 
claim as essential and duly contemplated parts of its own 
Hankow-Canton railway system, quite irrespective of any 


question as to whether we are now or later to be asked to 


undertake 


ot es moiseeup 


28 
undertake their construction, or, indeed, whether we would 
at the present moment be willing to do so. 


Thus far, however,-although K. R. the Director General, 


with his customary zeal and enlightened foresight, has appaAr- 
e@ to generally approve the same~ no action has been taken 
by the Chinese on the matter, except in the minor feature 

of a tentative arrangement in respect of a short line to 
certain coal fields; which is known as the Ping Hsiang 


Branch. 


We now desire, with the approval of H. B. the Director 


General, to bring the important subject of these branch, or 


connecting lines to the immediate consideration of the Ya- 


mene 


The side or connecting lines thus to be recommended to 
the Yamen as essential features of the Hankow-Canton system, 
are, brief iy, as follows: 

(1) Beginning on the Main line, at or near Siang-tau, 

on the eters River and running eastwardly along or 

near the Li-ling River, through the Ping Hsiang coal 
district, to Nan-chang (near the Kin-te-chen pottery 
district) and to Kuang-sin, all in the province of 

Kiang 81. | . 


(2)Prom Siamg-Yin, on the Main line, in Hunan, west 
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westwardly and generally following the Yuan, Yi-Yang 


Kien-kiang Rivers to Chungking in the Province of B 
Szechuan. . 
(3) From Heng-chau, on the Main line (in Hunan) to 
Kui-lin in Kiangsi, generally following the Siang 
River, and passing through Yung-chouw (with such fur- 
ther extension, southwardly, beyond Kui-lin, as may 
be desired by the Imperial Government. 
(4) Prom some point to be hereafter selected on the 
southern portion of the Main line, eastwardly to some 
available sea-port on the eastern coast which- like 
Amoy- will afford sufficient facilities for the ship- 
ment of coal, ample depth of water and also good 
shelter from typhoons. 
Touching these suggestions generally, we are quite 
aware that two of the proposed connecting lines (viz Nos 1 


and 4) are of considerable length, and may present various 


physical difficulties. So too, that these additional rail- 
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Ways are not immediately needed, and that their construction 


must necessarily at leastawait the partial construction of 
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the main line. 
But there can be ho reasonable question of the vast 


importance 
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importance of all of these lines as featuresof the Imperial 
Chinese Railway System of which the . Railway 
must be the backbone, or of their suffiency, when construct- 
ed, to fully serve the central part of the Empire, and at 
the same time, to ensure the successful and profitable oper- 
ation of the main railway. 

We, of course, would not now be ready to undertake the 
capitalization and construction of the two last mentioned, 
even if the Yamen were to ask this of us, but what we do 
seek and seriously recommend to the Chinese authorities, is 
that they shall cause the various branch or connecting rail- 
ways here indicated to be promptly defined, and thus effect- 
ively set apart, as essential elements of the Imperial Chi- 
nese Hankow-Canton Railway System. 

Thus defined and thus treated (as necessary features 
of an already settled Chinese railway project) they, and 


as well the Provinces or the districts of the Provinces to 


be served by them will be most effectually safeguarded against 


aggressive or vexatious foreign railway demands. 

Gur Washington contract (above referred to) contem- 
plates that our Ameriean Company shall be provided with an 
"Extension to the sea” (which of course Canton does not and 


cannot 
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cannot afford) as also with "Branch Lines", designed to 


But here, again, we are not now urging our present 
suggestions on the Yamen as matters of contract right. What 
we do desire is, as you will observe, to convince them that 
the proposed action on their part is or inarily-ané directly- 
in the interest and protection of the Chinese themselves. 
Our own interest in the matter, of course, is purely a sec- 
ondary and collateral one. 

T have now to request that you will be good enough to 
obtain an early audience with the Yamen, and that you will 
accompany me there on the occasion in order that I may more 
effectively present these urgent matters upon their consid- 
eration. The fact that an important American interest is 
here necessarily concerned, relieves me from the neeessity 
for apology for thus troubling you, immediately on your 
return to Peking. 

Meanwhile, I remain, dear Sir, 
Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) Clarence Cary 
of Counsel to the American China 


Development Company. 


The Tsungli 3 to Mr. Conger. 
Peking, December 2nd, 1899. 
Your Excellency: 
We have had the honor to receive Your 

Excellency's note (Nov. 22nd, 1899) endorsing the paper 
ai ddressed to you by Mr. Clarence Cary in regard to the 
Hankow-Canton Railway. Your Excellency stated that the paper 
contained points of the greatest interest to China, worthy 
of the serious consideration of the Tsungli Juen. 

The Yamen had a translation of the paper made into 
Chinese and have duly perused its sintente, 

The matter presented in the paper are for the best 


interests of China and are of paramount importance. We are 


grateful for them as they are certainly admirable, but 
there are still many difficulties in the way to carrying therm 
out. We will explain: 

For instance, the paper refers to the coal mines in 


Hunan and states that if the Yamen still delay a decision 


in working them it would be shortsighted. The mines in the 


prefectures of Heng-chou and Chen-chow are immediately ad- 


jacent 


are? 98 TST 


2 
adjacent to the main line of the proposed railway and the 
company asks for authority to develop them. In regard to 


these mines, we may observe that since the beginning of the 


present dynasty- for over two hundred years- the natives 
have worked them, and several hundreds and thousands of 
families have depended on their working for their clothing 
and food. The mines are worked according to the native sys- 
tem,- foreign methods have not been applied. The literati 
and merchants have proposed to adopt a more extended system 
of working the mines, but they have been constrained by the 
and attitude of the people who firmly hold on to their res- 
Olution not to allow foreigners or foreign capital to be 
interested in this work. They hold strong opinions in regard 
to this matter which they will not change. If seunhiekes 
were given to foreigners to undertake mining operations at t 
these places, it would inevitably give rise to disorder. 
Therefore as to the remarks in the letter that China not 
coming to a decision to work the mines and the request that 
the American Development Company be authorized to work 
them,- it may be observed that Mr. Cary still does not 


thoroughly understand the conditions of affairs in the prov- 


ince of Hunan. 
Ree Further 
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Further the letter refers to the side or connecting 


lines as features of the Hankow-Canton system, as under: 

(1) Prom Siang Tan to Kwang Siu. 

(2) Fron Siang Yin to Chungking. 

(3) From Heng Chou to Kuei-hin 

(4) From the Main line eastwardly to some seaport, 

similar to Amoy. 

It may be observed that with reference to Chinese 
Railways, a distinction is made between those that are 
urgent and those that can be delayed in their construction, 
and this order is followed. With the exception of the in- | 
portant trunk and Branch lines which have already been pre- 
viously arranged, all other branch lines not exceeding 100 ; 
11 in length and not to cost in sonstruction more than 1.000. 
0600 dollars or taels (?) ean still be arranged for and 
built, but other lines must be postponed. This matter has 
been presen ted to the Throne and duly communicated offi- 
cially to Your Excellency.Some time ago at the Yamen we ex- | 
plained this to you. 

But in Mr. Cary's letter it is proposed to construct 


branch lines covering an area in length through six or 


seven provinces. This would be the same as construct ing 


additional main lines to connect with the Hankow-Canton 


main 
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nain line, and evidently at variance with the regulations 
presented to the Throne. 

Your Excellency in transmitting Mr. Cary's letter to 
the Yamen did not go into any discusston regarding it, and a 
as the Yamen are on terms of friendship with Your Excellency 
we have merely written down the real condition of affairs 


and send them to you. 


Cards of Ministers, with compliments. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIC 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 7th, 1899. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State, 


oS. 


Subject. Reporting a very eritieal state of affaires 
among the missionaries and their converts in the 


provinee of Shantung. 


; 9 

* 

t : * =" * 
i ee ~~ eR ko te 


* ee 


4 ao 


* 4 * 

he . 

N ...* W * tes =? 4 8 
Nn 2 22 

. e Mae * 

ns we 138 3.2 4 ; 7 * 
a 2 snes * ** ; \ — 
at. we” N 


K J. es Sa) 
4 * Pint he 


° 
7 


«gt ee eae et 


at * 2h 
a Ae * Fee 
ge | be - 9 5 1 - ey 
Pur we . Ne TAA ae” vial % 
A e 8 1 — 
* 7 7 “= 1 
A * wh ** 


ee 


: ae 
6 * 3 21 ‘2 DP * 
N . ä * . i oh n 25 


* 


er Ee 7 ie N 8 g v : 
i oe 1 1 : 
2 i 
5 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| PEKIN, CHINA, 
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December 7th, 1899. 
Te the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Seeretary ef State, 


Washingten, D.C. 


I regret te repert a very eritieal state of affairs 
among the missionaries and their converts in certain parts 
ef Shantung. 

The season has been a peor ene, crops have failed on 
account of the drouth, great peverty and want prevail, a 
unusual amount of looting is a result, and naturally the 
fereigners or their follewers come in fer the larger ghare 
of grief. 

Early in October last, a secret society called "Boge 
ers", a the neighborheod of Ch'ih Ping, assembled with 
the avowed purpose of. driving out fereigners and of extir- 


}Christians¢ but upon aid being requested by the 


missionaries, soldiers were sent, and, on October 18th, a 


which resulted in the killing of some fif- 
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a mumber ef e ef the village where bi . oe 
eurred were killed er wounded. In consequence of which, 
the Geverner arrested the officer commanding the treeps, 
and memorialized the Throne fer his impeachment, because, 
the Gevernor says ~ of the mistake in killing ethers than 
the bexers. 

This action ef the Geverner encouraged the "Bexers", 
and they have since rallied again and are deing much da- 
age te the Christian converts, extorting money from them, 
threatening the Soso and giving ample cause fer seri- 
ous alarn. 

I have by repeated notes and visits te the Tsungli 
Yamen made strenuous demands fer the suppressing of the 
rieters and the preteetion of these peeple. They reply 
that they have given peremptery erders te the Governor, 
and that he is deing all he ean te disperse the brigands 
and protest the peeple. Cepies ef telegrams and cerrespen- 
denee eneclesed will shew what has been done. 

The German Catholic missionaries had serieus treuble 
in the prevince dines last peter, but the German Minis- 
ter inferms me that he has no late complaints. 


The Frenen Minister is in receipt ef most alarming 


news frem the Italian missionaries in Shantung whe are un- 
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and even death ef converts. 

It is generally understood that the Governor, Yu-Hsien, 
is strengly anti-fereign, and believed that he is by ne 
means deing what he eeuld and should 40. 

As yeu will see frem my note te the Tsungli Yamen, I 
have, without demanding it, suggested the necessity and 
prepriety ef his remevaly and I am glad te repert that 
yesterday, General Yuan Shih-kai, ef the Imperial Guard, 
was appeinted Aeting Gevernor. He is an able, brave, eour- 
ageous man, has mingled much with fereigners, and it is 
believed that, if the right kind ef erders are given hin, 
frem the Threne, —.— the riet ing will be stepped and or- 
der restered. 

We all hepe se. 

‘ have the hener te be, 
Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 
SSO 5 


1. Telegram,Mr. Ragsdale te Mr. Squiers,Noev.10,1899 


/Enelesures: 
. 


2. Mete verbale te Tsungli Yamen, Nevember 11,1899. 


; 3. Telegram,Mr.Fowler te Mr.Squiers,Nevember 16, 99 


Note verbale te Tsungli Yamen, November 16,1699. 


24 
6. Mr. Conger to Tsungli Yamen, November 25th, 1899. 
7. Telegram, Mr. Ragsdale to Mr. Conger, November 25, 1899 


8 Mr. Conger to Tsungli Yamen, November 26th, 1899. 


9. Telegram, Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger, November 27, 1899. 
10. Mr. Conger to Teungli Yamen, November 27th, 1899. 

11. Mr. Hamilton to Mr. Conger, November 21, 1899. 

12. Tsungli Yemen to Mr. Conger, November 30th, 1899. 

13. Telegram, Mr. Smith to Mr. Conger, December 1, 1899. 
IS Litn 4 Lo 74 gl Jan e, OL. 22 1649 
14. Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, December 1, 1599. 

15. Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, December 3, 1599. 

16. Telegram, Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger, December 4, 1899. 
17. Telegram, Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger, December 4, 1899. 
18. Mr. Perkins to Mr. Conger, November 25, 1899. 

19. Mr. Conger to Mr. Hamilton, December 4, 1899. 


20. Mr. Conger to Tsungli Yamen, December 5, 1899. 


21. Telegram, Mr. Conger to Mr. Smith, December 7, 1899. 
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ur. Ragsdale to Mr. Squiers. 
Telegram. 
: ; Tientsin, November 10th, 1899, 
Squiers, Peking. 


Have just received following tele gr 
American Board Mission, Douchou, Shantung: Catholic 
Chapel destroyed thirty miles south-east. Boxers deter- 
mined advance here. Governor ignores situation. Request 
Minister demand Tsungli Yamen order protection. Very 


urgent. 
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3 No. 2 in Despatch No. a 97 


Mr. Squiers to the Tsungli Yamen. 
5. 0. vo. 141. Peking, November llth, 1899. 
Note Verbale. 

The Legation of the United States of America has the 
honor to bring to the attention of the Tsungli Yamen, A tel- 
egram which has just been received from the Americam Board 
Mission at Douchow in the province of Shantung, through the 
United States Consul at Tientsin, to the effect that A 
Catholic chapel has been destroyed thirty miles south-east 
of there, that the Boxers are determined to advance to 
Douchow and that the Governor ignores the situation taking ne 
steps whatever to check the movement. 

The Legation has therefore to request that the Tsung- 
1i Yamen will immediately cause such telegraphic instruc- 
tions to be given to the Governor of this province as will 
secure to American citizens living in the threateneé dis- 


tricts the protection, in both lives and property, to 


which they are, under the treaties, entitled. 


To 


The Tsungli Ten. 7 
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Enclosure No. 3 in Despatch No. a 97 


Mr. Fowler to Mr. Squiers. 
relegru. 


ehe fr oo, November 16th, 1899. 


Squiers, 


Peking. 


—— — A 


a. 


Harilton telegraphs from Chinan-fu Big 
Knife Society burning chapels, looting, killing converts. 


Governor withdraws soldiers. Situation critical. Request 


Yamen order Governor suppress. Arrest rioters. 


(Signed) Fowler. 
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* ke * Enclosure No. 4 in Despatch No. a 87 


„ Squiers to the Tsungli Yamen. 
P.G.No. 142. Peking, November 16th, 1599, 


Note Verbale. 


The Legation of the United States has the honor to 


inform the Tsungli Yamen that it has just received a tele- 
gram from the United States Consul at Chefoo by which it is 
advised that Rev. W.B.Hamilton, an American missionary re- 
siding at Chinan-fu has telegraphed from that place that the 
"Big Knife Society" is engaged in burning chapels, looting 
and killing Christian converts, that the Governor has with- 
drawn his soldiers and that the situation is regarded as 
critical. 
In view of the above report, the Legation has to 
— request that the Tsungli Yamen will immediately cause such 

telegraphic instructions to be given the Governor of Shan- 
tung as will insure American citizens living there that 
full protection in both lives and property to which they 

_ are, under the treaties, guaranteed, and further that those 
persons whe have been engaged in this disorderly affair be 


promptly arrested and brought to trial and punished. 


To 


The Tsungli Yamen. 
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Mr. Chapin to Mr. Conger. : 


Telegrar.. 
Lin Ching, Shantung, 
November 25, 1899. 
Conger, 
United States Minister, 
Peking. 
Boxers raiding or threatening ali Chrise 


tians in four adjacent counties. Officials refuse then 


protection. Boxers threaten mission premises here. Aid 
promptiv. 
Chapin. 
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Enelosure No. C in Despatch No. RSF 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 
5, 0. No. 145. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, November 25th, 1899. 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

I have the honor to report that I have just received 
a telegram from Rev. F.M.Chapin of Lin-ching, Shantung, as 
follows: 

Lin-ching, Sovenbor 25, 1899. 
Conger, United States Minister, 
Peking. 
Boxers raiding or threatening all Chri stians in 

four adjacent counties; officials refuse them protection; 


Boxers threaten mission premises here; aid promptly. 


(Signed) Chapin, Ling-ching, Shantung. 
This shows an alarming situation and unless promptly 
e dealt with will soon assume such proportions 
e be difficult to control. 
Some weeks ago as you already know, a society of s0- 
called "Boxers" assembled and started on a raid, which was 
: promptly met by the local seer and dispersed, several 
of them being killed. This would probably have ended the 


3 trouble, but the Governor, instead of compliment ing the 
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peace and protecting life and property, is reported to have 


arrested and threatened him with severe punishment. 
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This attitude of the Governor has encouraged the brig- 
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ands, and is evidently responsible for their present move- 
ments. 

I trust Your Highness and Your Excellencies will fully 
appreciate the gravity of the situation and send such imper- 
ative orders by telegraph to the Governor and other officiahs 
as will compel them to instantly use such foreible means as 
will forthwith disperse these threatening rioters and pro- 
tect the lives and property of these people. 

If it is not done, and done at once, life and property 
are sure to be destroyed and great trouble and annoying 
complications result. 

In behalf of the American Missionaries and their 
native converts, it is my duty to give Your Highness and 
Your Bxcellencies this note of warning, and demand their 


protection, so that life and property may be preserved, or 


in case of failure the responsibility can be properly placed. 
I avail myself of the occasion to convey to Your High- 
ness and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest con- 
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Mr. Ragsdale to Mr. Conger. 
Telegran. 
Tientsin, November 25, 1599. 
Conger, 
Peking. 

Viceroy telegraphed immediately Governor 
Shantung contents my despatch requesting immediate action. 
Smith just telegraphed Kaotang members pillaged, lives 
threatened unless ransomed. Officials inert. Troops use- 
less. Implore Minister get Governor instructed sharp. 


Ragsdale, 
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ur. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 

Y. 0. No. 146. 5 inen of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, November 26th, 1899 

Your Highness and Your Excehlencies: 

I have the honor to report the receipt of another 
telegram from the missionaries at Ling Ching, saying that 
native Chriatians at Kao-tang have been pillaged and their 
lives threatened unless ransomed, that the officers are 
inert and troops useless, 

Prom this and other reliable information received, 
taken in connection with the recent happenings in that vi- 
cinity, there can be no question but that the missionaries 
and native Christians there are in imminent peril, and it 
is all because the provincial and local officials are not 
doing their duty. 

The United States Consul at Tientsin reports that the 
Viceroy, at his request, has sent several telegrams to the 
ener dut he either does net recognize his authority 
or fails to obey. 
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It seems that something more than the stereotyped tel- 


egram to take action is necessary to’ move this official . 


To Bis . Prince Ching, 
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I must therefore again demand that Your Highne ss and . 
Your Excellencies will send at once such peremptory and 


unmistakable orders as will compel this Governor to act, or 


Yourselves take such other means as will stop these perse- 
cutions, and protect the lives and property of these peo- 
ple. 

Respectfu~lly requesting that I may be early informed 
of the action taken, I renew to Your Highness and Your Excel- 
lencies the assurance of my highest consideration, 


(Signed) B. R. conger. 
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Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger. 
Tele gra. 
Che foo, November 27, 1899. 
Conger, 
Peking. 

Two long telegrams today from Chinanfu,. 
Situation extremely critical; Governor sent thousand sol- 
diers; useless; no restraint; Kaotang cfficial refuses for- 
Gigners letters; rioters pillaging, arresting, intimidating 
threaten death Protestant converts; they ask Legation 
force Governor act or superseded; Ping Yuen ringleaders 


unarrested. 


(Signed) Fowler. 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 
. 0. No. 148. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, November 25th, 1899. 
„Tour Excellencies: 

I am obliged to inform Your Highness and Your Excel- 
lencies that notwithstanding the three notes already sent 
you from this Legation regarding the extremely critical 
situation of the missionaries and native Christians 1 ies 
vicinity of Pang chuang and Ling .Ching, province of Shan- 
tung, I am today in receipt of telegraphic information that 

riot ing, pillaging, seizing, intimidating and threatening 
death to Protestant converts still continue without restraint 
and that the Kaotang official refuses to receive letters 
from the missionaries and that no arrests have been made, 

I have no doubt that Your Highness and Your Excellen- 
cies are giving due consideration to the alarming situation, 
but, in my judgment, every moment's delay is fraught with 
3 peril, the responsibility for mich cannot be escaped. 


T again ask Your Highness and Your Excellencies to 


kindly 


To 


His Highness, Prince Ching, 
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kindly give me_immediate information as to what measures have 
been taken to protect these people in order that I may tel- 
e@graph them a word of encouragement, or otherwise advise 
them as the situation demands. 
T avail myself of the occasion to assure Your Highness 
and Your Excellencies of my highest consideration, 


(Signed) R. H. conger 
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‘ Mr. V. B. Hamilton to Mr. Conger. 
Chinan, Nov. 2lst, 1899, 
Hon. R. H. Conger, 
Dear Sir:- 
On the 14th instant the following telegram was 
sent from Chinan signed by Rev. L. J. Davies and myself: 
"Fowler, Chefoo. 

Big Knife Society loots four families our 
members. Situation three hundred our families extremely 
critical. Of Catholics three killed, two families looted many 
homes chapels burned troops kill October eighteenth one 
hundred rioters Governor withdraws troops reprinands offi- 
cers rioters unarrested. Join Ragsdale request Minister 
demand Peking order Governor punish rioters protect Chris- 

t Lans. 
The same date the following reply was received: 


"Hamilton, Tsinanfu. 


Have telegraphed Legation Governor See 


Governor my authority demand protection. Fowler”, 


‘In accordance with Mr. Fowler's instructions I saw 


the Governor of Shantung yesterday the 26th instant, was 


courteously treated and informeé by the Governor that there 
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would be no more trouble, that he had sent the Taotai of 
the local circuit to the scene of trouble with over a 


thousand infantry and cavalry and no doubt they would 


scatter the disturbers of the peace who were but thieves. 
The troops left Chinan on Sunday the 19th instant, two days 
ago. 

He ar ing that the state of affairs in Chang ching 
hsien was quite unsettled I ten days ago wrote a letter to 
the local magistrate asking that he exercise vigilance to 
prevent anti-Christian demonstrations. I am informed that 
he has been mindful of my request. 

The situation seems therefore to be temporarily 
clearing up somewhat. I am not however sanguine as to the 
future. The Governor's anti-foreign attitude is well known, 
he has as yet been so exceeding lax in dealing with the 


rioters and the high price of living tempts many to law- 


lessness. 
0 
Respéctfully Yours, 
(Signed) v. B. Hamilton. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


No. 124. 


Peking, November 28th, 1899, 


Your Excellency: - 

We have had the honor to receive Your Ex- 
céllency’s note wherein you state that the missionaries at 
Lin Ching have telegraphed you saying that native Christians 
at Kao-tang have been pillaged and their lives threatened 
unless ransomed, and that the officers are inert; that the 
United States Consul at Tientsin reports that the Viceroy, 
at his request, has sent several telegrams to the Governor, 
but he fails to obey. Your Excellency requested that per- 
eémptory orders be at once sent as will compel this Governor 
to act and protect the lives and property of these people. 

In reply we beg to inform Your Excellency that the 
Yamen at once telegraphed the Governor of Shantung ordering 


him to at once cause a thorough investigation made into the 


affair, and to despatch soldiers, to use every méans to sup- 
press the rioters, that the matter must not be regarded as 
trifling and careless action taken and that the local offi- 


ders must not gloss over or make an external show of work ‘~ 
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that 
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that misleads thus causing a failure in attending to the 
affair. 

Gn receipt of the Governor's telegraphic reply we 
will again address Your Excellency. 


Cards of Ministers with Compliments, 
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Mr. Smith to Mr. Conger. 
Telegra. g 


Douchow, December 1, 1899. 


— 
a 


Conger, 

Peking. 

Boxer rebellion twenty counties Shantung 

Chihli spreading, pillage, arsons, murders increasing; avowed 
object kill Christians, exterminate foreigners; unless four 
Legations promptly combine pressure Pang Chuang, Lin Ching, 
Chinanfu Americans consider situation almost hopeless; re- 
ply awaited. 


(Signed) Smith. 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 
F.O.No. 151. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, December 2nd, 1899. 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 
I have the honor to report to Your Highness and 
Your Excellencies the receipt last evening of the following 
telegram from Rev. Arthur Smith, an American missionary, 
which I at once placed in the hands of one of your secre- 
taries at the Tsungli Yamen through Mr. Interpreter Chesh- 
ire. The telegram reese! 
"Boxer rebellion twenty counties Shantung, 
Chihli, rapidly spreading, pillage arson murders increasing; 
avowed object kill Christians, exterminate foreigners; Pang 
Chuang, Lin Ching, Chinanfu Americans consider situation 
almost hopeless; reply awaited. Smith." 

This telegram was translated by Mr. Cheshire at the 
Yamen last evening. He made a mistake, however, in trans- 
lating the Chinese name of Mr. Smith. 

This telegram shows that notwithstanding the orders 


of Your Highness and Your Excellencies to the Governor, the 


situation 


oT 
dd Son ee R ath | 


P . 
* 9 ~~ a ; 
Pe “hae 
eat: 


9 


= 


e to selane 
* 5 eae * is 4 8 
2 ie gam i: oe > a, 3 


See es 


* 
situation is rapidly growing worse, and that the danger : 
is increasing all the time. Something effective must be 
done, or this matter will get beyond your control, and I 


again demand that another telegram at once be sent to Shan- 


tung and that measures requisite to the protection of these 


people be immediately taken as provided for by the treaties. . 


T avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your High- 
ness and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest cen- 
sideration. 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 
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The Tsungli Yamen To Mr. Conger. 


No. 126. Peking, December lst, 1899. 


Your Excellency: 

We have had the honor to receive the 
several notes from Your Excellency embodying telegrams re- 
céived from the Americam missionaries at Lin Ching, “e., &. 


The Yamen sent a telegram to the Governor of Shantung 


| 
| 
| 
. 


ordering him to at once cause a thorough investigation into 
the affair and to use every means to suppress the rioters. 
The action thus taken was duly communicated to Your Excel- 
lency. 

We have now received a telegraphic reply from the 
Governor of Shantung as follows:- 


"The said rioters commenced stirring up trouble at : 


Ping Yuen. Soldiers were deputed to suppress the rioting. 
The riobers did not disperse and the soldiers opened fire 
and killed over thirty of their number. Some of the people 
of tiie Yuen were wounded by mistake. I memorialized the 
Throne impeaching the officer for the seni committed. 
The rioters then went to Ch'ih Ping and a battalion of sol- 


diers from the Brigade General's and Tactai's forces were 


despatched to suppress them. This was done. The Boxers then 


0 
passed 


1 4 
2 4 1 * me . * et 2 * 
* — * . 8 oes a ae 8 Pigs ES 


D. i ow 2 
— = 8 982 
Da, 4 1 ari > mOT 18 
4 or 1 ré 


EA .ged? 2 
af aeesrqqgiva 
94 bed 
otiaqaeb 


-2- 
passed through Chang Chuang (village) and were met by the 
Christians who first opened fire on them and chased and tried 
to capture them. The Boxers returned the attack and burned 
a missionary chapel. Later, on account of this affair, the 
Boxers again assembled together. 1 devised a plan to buy a 
clue towards the discovery of the rioters and to accomplish 
this end I was not sparing in spending money. Two of the 
leading rioters, Chen Hung-teng and a priest of the Teng 
Chia Ssu (temple) were arrested. At Po Ping and Kao-tang 
there are soldiers patrolling with stringent orders to ar- 
rest rioters. The missionary cases brought to my notice are 
numerous, and immediate action is always 3 Whether by 
day or night every effort has been put forth. 

In the Yamen's telegram of the 27th November the 
United States Minister, Mr. Conger, remarks that the mis- 
sionaries telegraph that the Governor of Shantung "fails 
to obey" and is not protecting the people and that he is 
reported to have arrested and threatened (the officer in 
charge of the troops who dispersed the rioters) with severe 

* 
punishment. Who made these statements? The nissionaries 
have believed rumors without foundation of fact. I beg the 


Yamen will tell H.E. Mr. Comger, not to listen to the one 


sided statements of missionaries but to instruct then to 
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restrain and keep the native Christians in order which is 


a 
important. 


We send the above telegram for the information of 


Your Excellency and would ask you in turn to instruct the 


said missionaries to restrain and keep their converts 


in order and that they must not again cause trouble. 


Cards of Ministers with Compliments. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. 
No. 128. Peking, December 3rd, 1899, 
Your Excellency: 

We beg to inform Your Excellency that on 
the 30th of November the Lane Ne ce ived a telegraphic mes- 
sage from the Governor of Shantung as follows: 

"The Boxers and the Christians do not get on together. 
T have again and again admonished them to make peace with 
each other and the Boxers have gradually returned to their 
homes. I learn that while some of the Boxers were returning 
to their homes they passed through the Han-chuang (village) 
in the district of Yu Cheng. The Christians had set an an bu sh 
there and attacked the Boxers with rapid firing guns result 
ing in ten and more persons being killed. The Christians 
stole their ponies. In order to ascertain whether this re- 
nae was true or not, I was just on the point of investiga- 
ting the affair, when I received from the magistrate of Yu 
Cheng, Mr. Hsiang, a petition setting forth in the general 
similar representations to what I had heard. A feeling of 
ill will has been contracted among these people which is 


becoming more intense every day and from this time on the 


Boxers may again congregate together and in the future 
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The Tsungii Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


No. 128. Peking, December Srd, 1899. 


K e 


Your Excellency: 
We beg to inform Your Excellency that on 
the 30th of November the Yamenrece ived a telegraphic mes- 


sage from the Governor of Shantung as follows: 


‘ 
: 
: 


"The Boxers and the Christians do not get on together. 
T have again and again admonished them to make peace with 
each other and the Boxers have gradually returned to their 
homes. I learn that while some of the Boxers were returning 
to their homes they passed through the Han-chuang (village) 
in the district of Yu Cheng. The Christians had set an am bu X. 
there and attacked the Boxers with rapid firing guns result- 
ing in ten and more persons being killed. The Christians 
stole their ponies. In order to ascertain whether this re- 
port was true or not, I was just on the point of investiga- 
ting the affair, when I received from the magistrate of Yu 


1 


Cheng, Mr. Hsiang, a petition setting forth in the general 


similar representations to what I had heard. A feeling of 


ill will has been contracted among these people which is 
becoming more intense every day and from this time on the 


Boxers may again congregate together and in the future 
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a they will seek their revenge is 4 matter that cannot be 
avoided.” 

In sending this note to Your Excellency for your 
information, we ask that you will instruct the Christians of 
said place that they must not make trouble out of nothing 
in order that cordial good feeling may prevail among the 


people and themselves, 


Cards of Ministers with compliments. 
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Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger. 
Telegrar.. 
Chefoo, December , 1899. 
Conger, 
Peking. 
Hamilton wires looting continues, violence 
increasing, burning converts houses. 45 families looted 
to date. Governor refuses to hear his subordinates or 
Anericans. 


Fowler, 
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Mr. Fowler to Mr. Conger. 
Telegrar.. 
Chefoo, December 4, 1899. 
Conger, es 
Peking. 
Hamilton telegraphs Governor inactive, 
Audacity rioters increasing. Saturday twenty miles from 
their 


Chinan fourteen, families looted; troops two miles away 


withhold aid. 


(Signed) Fowler. 
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2 Mr. H. P. Perkins to Mr. Conger. 
Lin ch“ ing Chou, Shantung, 
November 25, 1899. 
Hon. . HK. Conger, 
United States Minister, 
Peking. 


Dear Sir:- 


We are sending you taday a telegram which we 


follow with this letter giving vou a fuller view of our 
situation. 

Hitherto, ‘tho living in much anxiety we have refrained 
from adding to yours, but now that all four adjacent dis- 
tricts are involved in the same storm and we ourselves are 

- threatened we are obliged to report and appeal to you for 
all the help you can give our converts and ourselves, 

In the district of Po Ping in the village of Tau 
Lu chuang live two of our members- heads of families. They 
were raided on the mornimg of the 22nd and report that they 
lost practically everything. To redeem their houses from. 
W Fired they vere at last accounts offering 300 taels. 

In the same village the property of * vomen vas tak- 


en but was followed up by the owners who asserted that they 
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: Enclosure No. /5 in Despatch No. & § 7 
% Mr. H. P. Perkins to Mr. Conger. 
Lin ch“ ing Chou, Shantung, 
November 25, 1899. 
Hon. B. HK. Conger, 
United States Minister, 
Peking. 

Dear Sir:- 

We are sending you ta@day a telegram which we 
follow with this letter giving you a fuller view of ovr 
situation. 

Hitherto, ‘tho living in much anxiety we have refrained 
from adding to yours, but now that all four adjacent dis- 
tricts are involved in the same storm and we ourselves are 

aNd threatened we are obliged to report and appeal to you for 


all the help you can give our converts and ourselves, 
In the district of Po Ping in the village of Tau 
Lu chuang live two of our members- heads of families. They 
were raided on the mornimg of the 22nd and report that they 
lost practically everything. To redeen their houses from 
‘eine fired they were at last unn offering 300 taels. 
In the same village the property of two women vas tak- 


en but was followed up by the owners who asserted that they 
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were sent back. 


A blind man in a near village, whom we do not claim 


as a member, but who gave us his name several years ago as 


wishing to join us, was caught, beaten and finally released 
from further damage by paying 47 Tis. 
At ch ing Ping in the Liu chia Hai Tse, six families 
known as our members have been attacked. Tis 200 is demanded 
and probably ‘tho they are very poor the larger part 2 de 
extorted. 

Probably by this time all our members and probation- 
ers in these two districts have been attacked or if not 
for the simple reason that they have hidden their furniture 
torn out their doors and windows and have attempted to hide 
themselves from the Boxers. 

To the north are the districts of Ch'ing Ho in Chili 
and Hsia Chin in Shantung(N.E.) This same society known as 
the I Ho Ch‘'uan or Ta Tao Hui-United Boxers or Big Sword 
Society= are reported as holding nightly meetings and pre- 
paring to attack all foreign converts. Only some ten days 
since the Hsia Chin official sent a good proclamation to 


the town where have an outstation but the Boxers there are 


increasing in numbers and bad language. 


i antesetont 


x 
The dangerous feature of the situation is that this society 
and the public generally have discovered that the district 
officials are paralyzed. The Governor sends out soldiers 
with strict orders not to fight and the end of this evil 
policy is far beyond our vision. 
The leader of the village militia in the place where 
the blind man lives called upon the district official and 
asked for instructions. The reply was: "Our own people we 
will protect; the foreigner’s converts we will not protect". 
The ch“ ing Ping official sent this message to the Boxers: 
"Save my face and don't come into the city. No foreign con- 
verts live within the walls." 
In conclusion it is our deliberate judgment that to 
waken these officials from this deadly stupor most strict 
orders from Peking must be sent both to Chinan and to the 
district officials of all this region and the notification 


that they will be held responsible for all loss and harm con- 


or —— ͤR—— ——ü—àä— — . 


ing to all who are raided irrespective of their religicus 


- 3 


connections. Once more the officials we believe must arrest 
; 


the jJeaders and keep them in confinement before this rebel- ; 
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lion can be suppressed. 
There are now living in this place four families and 


the 
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the Wyckoff sisters from Pang Chuang. Besides the 2 families 
of the Am. Board Mission (F.M.Chapin, H.P.Perkins) there 

are of the Independent Mission of Mr. Houlding his family 
and that of Mr. McCann and Miss Jones, in all 19 persons, 

We all live outside the walled city. The Ind. mission 
is located opposite the Military Colonel's yamen and we hope 
44 prove a safer place than our own compound in case of 
attack. 

We shall be exceedingly loath to leave this place 
which indeed is practically impossible. We hope that very 
firm and persistent pressure by all the Powers concerned 
in Peking will speedily result in extirpating this very 
formidable rebellion. 

We do not feel sure that the spirit of this uprising 
is distinctly anti-foreign, but we are sure that these 
Society people believe that they can pillage all members 
of the R.C. and Prot. connections as wellas their foreign 
teachers with impunity. 

For the Americam citizens residing in Lin ch“ ing, 


(Signed) H.P.Perkins. 
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Mr. Conger to Mr. V. B. Hilton. 
Mis. No. 244, Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, December 4th, 1899. 
Rev. W.B.Hamilton, 
Chinan-fu,. 


Dear Sir:- 


Your letter of the 2lst instant received by 
special messenger, and I was gratified with its encouraging 
report. But since then, I have communications, telegrams 
and letters from Messrs. Smith, Porter Perkins and Consul 
Powler, showing that the trouble is by no means over. I 
have also received this moment.from Consul Fowler your tel- 


egram that riots continue and that fourteen of your families 


twenty miles from Chinan-fu were looted Saturday last and 
that soldiers two miles away refused aid. 
The strongest possible pressure is being made on the 


Tsungli Yamen, and they have wired peremptory orders to the 


Governor to send troops, suppress the rioters and afford 


protection. 


The Governor has sent two replies to the Tsungli 


Yamen, copies of which are enclosed. 


or course the best proof of his sinceréty and of his 


efforts 
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2 
efforts, will be found in the results, and if the protec- 
tion is afforded he can be believed. 

But you will note that as the case is presented to 
the Tsungli Yamen here, it, to them at least, has two 
sides, and if it is true that the native converts did at- 
tack the boxers, as he says, in the village of Han Chuang 
and steal their ponies, it makes the case very difficult. 

At any rate I must ask you, if possible, to always 
give ne all the facts, both sides, if there are two sides, 
and to be very sure that your converts, in théir alarm, do 
not mislead you by exadgeryat ions and false rumors. 

The 410008 fen in Shantung is very critical; threat- 
ened famine and the general political uncertainty makes 
trouble almost certain. It is therefore important that 
every possible care should be taken to avoid and prevent 


it, and all of the native Christians should be made to un- 


derstand this, and instructed to bear all they can, so that 


in no way can blame rest upon then. 


They should be instructed that they must not in any 
manner cause trouble, nor take the matter in their own 
hands, and if they do and other Chinese are injured by 


them, either in person or property, except in self defense 


they 
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28 
they must not expect aid, help or protection from the 
United States Government. 

IT go with the matter to the Tsungli Yamen again this 
afternoon, and shall continue to do all that may be done 
here. 

The Tsungli Yamen thoroughly understands the situa- 
tion and the demands made upon them, and I trust that con- 
parative order may soon be restored and safety assured. 

T hope also that on the part of the missionaries the 
best discretion will be used, and the strictest instruc- 
tions given to all the native converts, and the best possi- 
ble tact and diplomacy employed with the local and provincia) 
officials. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 


Enclosure: 


As noted above. 


4 Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 


P.G.No. 152. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, December 5th, 1899. 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

Notwithgtanding the repeated telegrams from the Gov- 
ernor of Shantung that he was despatching soldiers, preserv- 
ing order and protecting the lives and property of the mis- 
sionaries and their native converts, and notwithstanding the 
assurance given me by Your Highness and Your Bxcellencies 
last night, that everything possible was being done to put 
down the rioters, yet I have this moment received telegraph- 
ic information from Chinanfu that violence is increasing, 
that converts’ houses are being burned, that forty three 
families have been looted up to date, and that the Governor 
refuses to hear either his own subordinates or the Americans. 

There must be some way found to puta stop to this, 


or else the Government of China must acknowledge its utter 


helplessness. I repeat what I said in our conference last 


evening 


To 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yamen, 
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evening, that if this Governor will not or can not control 
the rioters and protect these people, he should be removed 
at once, and some one put in his place who can and will, and 
if he has not military force sufficient to do it, aid should 
should be sent him from the well-drilled troops at Tientsin. 
If these troubles were in some far-off province, there 
might be some excuse for a failure to put them down, but in 
an adjoining province, almost under the shadow of the Imper- 
ial Palace, and with camps of well drilled and well armed 
imperial troops within easy reach there can be none, 

Unless the Imperial Chinese Government takes some 
immediate effective measures to suppress these brigands, the 
outside world will be justified in the belief that China is 
purposély trifling with a momentous question, which may lead 
to the needless murder of forweigners whom she has agreed to 
protect, and to the most serious trouble for herself, 

I hasten to send to Your Highness and Your Excellen- 
cies this latest information, to give you another warning and 
to repeat once more my emphatic demand that some rmeasvres 
be at once taken which will put a stop to these persecutions 


and avert threatened danger. 


I avail my self of the occasion to renew to Your 


Highness 
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he 
Highness and Your Excellencies the assurance of my high- 
est consideration. 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 
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ur. Conger to Mr. Smith. 


Telegrau. 


Peking, December 7, 1899. 


Te-chou, Shant ung . 


Yuan-Shih-Kai appointed 
Governor Shantung. 


(Signed) Conger. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMEF 


PEKIN, CHINA. 4 BUREAU, 


— ð˙ — — — 


— — = — - 


December 9th, 1899. 


Wr. Conger to the oe" Pe 
Seeretary of State. 


Report on Japanese Concession at Amoy. 
a 


(Department's instruetions No.211,September 


19th, 1899.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


* * as 
2 


December 9th, 1899. 


Te the Henerable 
John Hay, 
Seeretary ef State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

Cemplying with Department's instructions Ne. 211 ef 
September 19th last,- I have the hener te ene lese a copy . 
ef Censul a0 final repert upen the Japanese Cene es- 
sien at Amey, and te say that ne effert is at present be- 

an 
ing made te ebtain international fereign settlement, ner 
te seeure te American interests, privileges equivalent te 
these granted te Japan. 

The few Americans there de net need such a concession 
ner could they afferd the expenses ef centrelling and 
keeping it up. | 

I have the honor te be, 


Sir, 


‘Your ebedient servant 


« 
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Mr. Johnson to Mr. Conger. 


No. 72. Consulate of the United States of America. 
Amoy, China, November 21, 1899. 
Honorable R. R. Conger, 
DU. 8. B. N. & M. P. 
7 Peking. 
Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of a Legation 
dispatch No. 455 requesting that I report the result of the 
pending negotiations for a Japanese settlement at Amoy. 

In reply, I beg to gtate that preliminary negotia- 
tions regarding the concession closed 25" of October, The 
papers were signed by the Japanese Consul Uyeno, the Taotai 
and Acting Provincial Treasurer, Chew, of Foochow, 

The area of the concession is * about 40.000 Ken", 
(one Ken equals 6 feet). The amount of land actually includ- 
ed in the concession measures only 28.000 Ken. The Japanese 
may reclaim enough foreshore in front of the concession to 
make up the 40.000 Ken. 

The houses owned by individuals within the concession 
| are to be purchased by the Japanese when wanted at a price 


to be agreed upon with the Chinese Commercial Committee. 


There 
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There was no formal public ceremony in connection 
with the transfer and actual possession was not marked by 


any overt act, or notice to the public, beyond the posting 


of a proclamation by the Taotai several days previous to the 


signing of the papers, setting forth the fact that such a 


settlement was about to be granted, explaining its nature 
and urging the people to make no demonstration as their 
property rights would be protected, 

The Chinese officials seem to think that the terms 
of the agreement are very satisfactory from their stand 
point. 

The ground included in the ¢oncession is not only 
very limited in area but is far from being conspicuous on 
account of its desirability. It has been kept within the 
linits suggested to me by the Japanese Consul at the time 
I remonstrated against the granting of the large area first 
surveyed by the Japanese and Chinese officials, which facts 
have been fully reported by ne. 


Owing to the disturbance at the time the boundaries 


were being marked it was deemed advisable by Japanese to 


avoid all public demonstration and rest content for the pre- 


sent with the adjustment of the matter on paper. 
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Purther resistance on the part of the inhabitants is 


not anticipated. 
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IT have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Signed) A. Burlingame Johnson, 


U. 8. Consul. 
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Deember llth, 1899. 


Subject: Consular jurisdiétion at Chinese ports leased to 


7 


foreign powers. 


(Department's Instruetions No, 205, August: 


26th, 1899.) 


‘LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
| | PEKIN, CHINA. . 


* x — ee ee - 


December lith, 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 

Sir:=- | 
Complying with Department's instructions Wo, 205 of 

August 25th last, requiring a report showing what the oth- 

er powers are doing in regard to the Chinese ports leased 

to foreign powers, and partieularly as to the jurisdie- 

tion of foreign consuls therein, -I have the honor to re- 

port that I have eonferred with the English, German, ,Rus- 

an, French, Spanish, Netherlands and Japanese Ministers 

upon the subjeet, and all of them, except the Japanese, 


agree that the control over all of these leased ports, 
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ae tory had been sold outright; and that they are as thor- 
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„ and their consuls, ae- 
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The Japanese Claim that sovereignty is too important 
a matter to pass thus with a lease, and say that China can, 
if she wishes, surrender jurisdiction over her own people, 
but they do not agree that these lessee Governments shall 
or can exercise jurisdiction over other foreigners in the 


leased territory. However, no case has yet arisen for then 


to test the matter. 
The German treaty quoted in the memorandum prepared 

in the Consular Bureau for the Solicitor is authentic, and 

that with the Russians is substantially correct, except as 

to the provision in Article 1V providing for handing Chinese 

criminals over to the nearest Chinese official. The Rus- 

sian Legation informs me that that provision is not correct-. 
‘ ly translated and that construing it in connection with 

Article VIII of the Treaty of 1860, they have the right 


and do try Chinese for crimes committed against Russians. 


But I az unable to procure a copy of the treaty. 
I trust that with these, our own and other published 
treaties with China, the Solicitor may be able to arrive 


at a satisfactory decision. 


Sine these ports have practically passed from the 
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jurisdiction no longer exists; besides such jurisdiction 


is, at best, expensive, unsatisfactory and undésirable, 
except as an absolute necessity. 

As to general or ordinary consular jurisdiction, the 
Department knows better than I do the objections to Consuls 
exercising or attempting to exercise jurisdiction in a 
country to which they are not accredited. 

Awaiting with interest the decision of the Solicitor, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI 


PEKIN, CHINA. BUREAy ~ 
1 


December 12th, 1899. 


Mr. Conger.to the 


Secretary of State. 


* 


Subject: Tranmitting, under separate cover, two copies 


of the Imperial Maritime Customs Gazette, No. 


474 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 12th, 1899. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Seeretary of State, 
Washington, D.C, 
Sir: 

Referring to my despateh No.258 of the 14th of Sep- 
tember last, Z have the honor to transmit; under separate 
cover, two eopies of the Maritime Customs Gazette, No. 
CXXIII, July-September, 1899, published by order of the 
Inspector General of Customs. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient: servant 
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December 19th, 1899. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Correspondence with Chinese Government in regard 
to improper use of American hong names by Chi- 
nese. Instruction issued to Consular officers 


in China on the subject. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 19th, 1899, 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 
I have the honor to enclose herewith copies of cor- 
respondence had with the Chinese Government in regard to 
Me 
the improper use of American hong names by Chinese, and 
also copy of an instruction issued by me to the Consular 
officers of the United States in China on the subject. 
I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


C0LVOr 3 


1. Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger; December 16th, 1899 
(Translation) 


Enclosures: 


2. Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, December: 19th, 


3. Mr. Conger to all Consular officers of the 


United States in China,December 18th, 1699. 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


Ne. 133. Peking, December 16th, 1899. 
Teur Excellency: - 

The Prinee and Ministers have the honor 
te inform the Minister of the United States that on the 7th 
of December they received a — from the Minister 
Superintendent of Trade fer the Southern Ports as follews: 

"The Minister Superintendent of Trade has learned on 
enquiry that inside and outside of the Treaty Ports, there 
is a class of Chinese traders whe, in league with foreigners 
hang out the sign-board of a foreign hong and open places 
eof business thus pretending to be a foreign hong. These per- 
sons are all untrustverthy and dishonest Chinese traders, 
whese purpose is to aim to evade the payment of likin duties. 
This net only preves injurious to the administration of 
publie business, but it is equally harmful te the reputation 
of foreign countries. It is urgently necessary that this 
practice sheuld be stringently examined inte and prohibited; 
and to this end the Minister Superintendent requests that 
the Yanen address the 1 — on the subject,ask- 


ing them in turn to instruct their respective Consuls to 
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ef dishonest Chinese traders fraudulently using the sign- 


Bete. 


notify all foreign merchants that in future, should Chinese | 
traders falsely use the sign-beard of a foreign hong, in 
violation ef the prohibitory injunetion of China, they will 
be dealt with according te the Chinese law, and wie 
merchants cannot interpese er meddle in the matter," 


The Yamen would observe that it appears there are in- 


1 
1 
I 
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side and outside of the Treaty Ports constantly cases of 
untrustworthy and dishonest Chinese traders whe fraudulently 
use the sign-boards of foreign hongs, their aim and purpose 
being to defraud the likin revenue by smuggling. This is an 
act that not only works injury to the revenue of China, but 
it is also harmful te the reputation of foreign countries. 
As in duty bound, the Prince and Ministers have the 
hener, therefore, te request the Minister ef the United 
States, in turn to instruct the United States Consuls in 


China to notify American merchants that when cases happen 


beard of a foreign hong, they will be dealt with according 
to EE law; and the foreign nerchant cannot meddle or t 
interfere in the matter. 
Te 

His Rxecellency, k. R. Conger, ; 
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Enclosure Ne. a in Despateh No. A GS 


P.O.No. 155. Legatiom of the United States of America. 
Peking, h ina, December 19th, 1899. 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:~ 

I have the honor te acknowledge the receipt of the note 
from Your Highness and Your Excellencies of the 16th instant 
stating, in substance, that the Minister Superintendent of 
has learned that in certain localities there are a class 
of Chinese traders, who, in league with foreigners, hang out 
Signs of foreign hongs, and pretend te be foreign hongs, for 
the purpose of smuggling and thus evading likin duties; 
which practice is not only very injurious to the administra- 
tion of public business, but is equally harmful to the repu- 
tation of foreign countries. 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies request that the 
Consuls ef the United States in China be instructed to noti- 
fy American merchants that when cases happen of dishonest 
Chinese traders fraudulently using the sign of a foreign,hong, 
they will be deal with according to Chinese law, and the 


foreign merchants cannot meddle or interfere in the matter, 


: I 
To His Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yemen. 
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I hasten te reply, assuring Your Highness and Your 
Excellencies that neither my Gevernment nor myself have any 
sympathy in wreng doing, nor will citizens of the United 
States be at any time sustained in practices mich are 

known te be illegal or fraudulent. 

1 stall therefore take pleasure in instructing our 
Consuls to notify the American merchants in their respective 
jurisdictions, that they must not give permission to the 
fraudulent use of their names in any business or practice 
3 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your High- 
ness and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest 
consideration. 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 
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Legation of the United States of America 
Peking, China, December 19th, 1899. 
Sir:- 
The attention of this Legation having been called 
by the Chinese Government to the illegal and fraudulent use 
of fereign heng names by Chinese in order that they may 
avoid the payment of likin duties or for other reasons; you 
are requested to warn the American merchants living within 
your consular jurisdiction that such practices cannot but 
be damaging te their good 1 here, and that they 
will not have the sympathy or support of either the Gov- 
ernment or the Legation in such evil practices, and that 
they should not give permission to the fraudulent use of 
their names in any business or practice whatever. 
— e., 


(signed) E.H.Conger. 
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December 20th, 1899. 


Mr. Conger te the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Appointment of Li Hung-chang as viceroy of the 
Two Kwangs provinces, vice Tan Chung-lin recall- 


ed, announced by Imperial Decree. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 20th, 1899. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 
I have the honor to inform you that the appointment 
of Li Hung-chang as Viceroy of Two Kwang provinces, vice 
recalled, 
Tan Chung-1lin, has just been announced by Imperial Decree, 
The dais of Tan Chung-lin is, in a large.measure, 
due to the demands of the French, to whom he has been most 
unsatisfactory, owing not only to his strong anti-foreign 
- tendencies, but also to his weak, vacillating character, 


to which they attribute their difficulties in settling the 


recent Kwang-chau bay dispute, and also the long pending 


8 
missionary claims. 


The appointment of Li Hung-chang to this very impor- 
tant Viceroyalty is generally considered an excellent one, 
even at his advanced age, which has not in the least 1. 


paired his old time energy and vigor. 


The change ought to be a welcome one to the Chinese, 
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22 
as well as to the foreigners, who are interested in the 
trade of this section of China, since it will require a 
strong hand te put down the piracy, which especially on 
the West river, has incresed far beyond ordinary limits 
during the past few months. 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


December 20th, 


Mr. Conger te the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Case ef Chang Chung-hsuan and Yu Kai-ping, two 
employees of Mr. D.A.Emery, an American merchant, 
who were arrested and punished without notifying 
the Consul, or requesting him to have them turn- 
ed over te Chinese efficials. Case reported 


by William Martin, United States Consul at Ching 


kiang. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 20th, 1899. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to report that I have this day ree 
ceived from Consul Martin of Chingkiang report of his ac- 
tion in the case of Chang Chung-hsuan and Yu Kai-ping, two 
empleyses. of Mr. D.A.Emery, an American merchant, who 
were arrested and punished without even notifying the Con- 
sul, or requesting him to have them turned over te the 
Chinese efficials; a preceeding flagrantly violating the 
practice in such cases, which has grown up under the treat- 
ies in all the treaty perts. 

The case in brief, full report ef which Consul Martin 
has ferwarded te the Department, is that the Chief ef Pe- 
lice sent te the office of Mr. Emery and without any re- 
8 er reference to the Consul, arrested a man in his 


empley. Mr. Emery on finding it ent, sent anether one of 


his employees te the Pelice Yamen with his card te demand 
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-2- 
the man's release, and te tell the efficial that when he: want 
ed te arrest his empleyees he must apply te the American 
Consul. Fer thus ceming inte his presence en such an 

errand, the official had the secon@ empleyee seized, and 
bambeeed, himself leaving his desk and taking a free hand 
in the punishment. 
Fer this disrespectful treatment of the American Con- 
sular effice, and the evident insult te the American mer- 
chant, Mr. Martin has demanded that the officer be breught 


back te Chinkiang, degraded and made te apelegize te Mr. 


| 
F sis 

There seems te be at present a general anti-foreign 
sentiment spreading among the commen Chinese * and a 
growing tendency among the minor efficials te disregard er 
treat with contumely, the rights and authority ef foreign 
merchants and Censuls. 

This must net be permitted, if fereign officials here 
are te preserve their influence and pever. 

I have se instructed Consul Martin, and te-day wired 
him te insist with the Vicerey upen the execution ef the 
demand he has already made upon the Governor through the 
Taetai, and confirmed the instruction in a despatch, copy 


ef which I enclese, 
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It is possible that Mr. Martin's act ien may be con- 
strued as hardly within the Department's instructions, and 
yet it may be reasenably censidered a case of such 8 
as te require immediate action. 

Fer punishment ef this character, te be effective and 
and te have the influence upon the public necessary er de- 
sired, must be immediate. 

The Department will ebserve from Mr. Martin's repert, 
that the Taetai and the Gevernor beth acknowledge all the 
facts, and agree that, as a punishment, the official 
should be degraded, but desire te have it done at Seechow. 

To be ef any effect, and te preserve American self 


respect, it should be dene at Chingkiang. 


I trust therefore that the action will be sustained 
by the Department. 
I have the honer te be, . 


Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 
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Con. No. 538. Legation of the United States of America. 


Peking, China, December 20th, 1899. 


William Martin, Esquire, 


United States Consul, 


Chinkiang. 
Sir: 

I have to acknowledge receipt of your despateh We. 71 
of the lst instant, reporting the case of Chang Chung-hsuan 
and Yu Kai-ping, and your action there in. 

In demanding the degradation of the Chief-of-Police, 
his return to Chinkiang, and that an apology be made te ui) 
Emery ete., you have hardly kept strictly in mind the in- 


struction to you from the Department of May lith, 1899, 


But if there is no mistake in the facts as stated, 
and all the facts have been given, the case may be consid- 
ered so urgent as to require immediate action. 


At any rate it is a flagrant violation of the practice 


which has grown Wp under our treaties, and such treatment 


of foreign merchants and Consuls cannot be permitted“to 


pass by unnoticed. 
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and trust that you will make such a forceful vet respectful 
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presentation of the matter to the Viceroy as will bring 


about a compliance with your demand, 
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not 
T shall, present the matter to the Tsungli Yamen, unless 
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you inform me that you have finally failed with the Viceroy. 


U 
5 


I taking it for granted that you are, as you should, 


transmitting to the Department of State everything in con- 


nection with the case. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant 


(Signed) FE. R. Conger. 
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TELEGRAM SENT. (PARTLY IN CIPHER). 


Dot eved I exvetetedT 


PEKING, DECEMBER 20TH, 1899. 


AMERICAN CONS'L, 


CHINKIANG., 


* * . 


1: 14 
.* 1 . * 91 IG 


mater WITH VICRROY THAT YANG-SZR-CHEN . 


9 


— 1 


> 


BFE RETURNED TO CHINKTANG AS REQ! 


g ilsare 


7 


IRSTRD. 


am awiotni vorn 


CONGFR, 


- mana? 


tes 


—— of 2 28 4 oe 2 
. * ~~ 
* * * 
188 
7% rf 
. ae 
* 


ie * 
in 


Toric 
LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 6 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


= 


UREA 0. 


December soth, 1899. 


— — 


Mr. Conger te the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Case of Revs.Miner and Brewster, American mis- 
sienaries, and Henry Edgar, an Engl{shman, whe, 
having purchased a patent spinning machine from 
a Chinaman, desire te be protected in holy 


patent. Chinese Government refuses as the treat- 


ies do not cover. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 20th, 1899. 

Te the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Sir:- 

77 I have the honor te transmit herewith correspondence 
cencerning a patent spinning machine, bought by Revs. 
Miner and Brewster, American missionaries, and Henry Edgar 
an Englishman, from ‘ Chinese who had secured a patent 
therefor: fren the Tsungli Yamen, and which they claim is 
now being manufactured by another Chinaman without their 
permission. 

The Tsungli Yamen, as you will see, claim that be- 
cause there is no stipulation in the treaties upon the 
subject they can take no action, 

It seens te me that (under the circimstances) further 
argument on my part is useless. 


I may add, hewever, that the Chinese look with a de- 


gree of suspicion upon missionaries who engage in any sort 


ef business scheme or enterprise, and pessibly this may 


in 
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in some measure account fer their decision, 


I have the hener te be, 
Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 


7 
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Enclesures: 


1. 


10. 


11. 


Mr. Gracey to Mr. Conger, March 29th, 1899. 

Mr. Conger to Tsungli Yamen, April 10th, 1899, 
Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, April 20th, 1899, 

Mr. Gracey to Mr. Conger, May 29th, 1899, 

Mr. Conger to Mr. Gracey, June 7th, 1899. 

Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, June Sth, 1899, 
Teungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, June 18th, 1899. 

Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, June 2lst, 1899, 
Mr. Gracey to Mr. Conger, October 28th, 1899. 

Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, Deember ist, 1899. 


Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger,December 19th, 1899. 
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Mr. Gracey to Mr. Conger. 


for a patent, claiming that Ain shite is to run by water 

power, while the original is run by foot or hand. As this 

mach ine is an imitation of the original, the mere matter of 

the power to be applied in ifs use, does not enter inte the 

Be the patent right. 

The American gentlemen interested request that you will 

interfere in their behalf, to prevent the issuance of this 

new patent. | 

5 I have ete. : 
3 (Signed) Samuel L. rasen, 
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Consulate of the United States, 


Puchau, March 29, 1599.4 


Sir: 
I have the honor to state that I was called upon by 


Rev. Mr. Miner yesterday, in regard to an unfringement of a 


ee omen -* i * 
~~ . o 


patent right granted to a Chinese subject by the name of 4 
Cheng tzu sui on June 17th, 1898, 

Mr. Miner and other Americans have purchased the right 
to manufacture said machines and pay the Chinese inventor a 
rovalty. 

Recently another Chinaman by the name of Kung I-tu who 
is a retired official, has been having some of these machine 


manufactured, and has applied to the Government at Peking 
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Bnclesure No. * in Despatch No. A976 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 
Y. O0. No. 104. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, April 10th, 1899, 
4 
The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America, has the 
honor to advise Your Highness and Your Excellencies that 


G. 8. Miner, American citizen at Foochow, has purchased from 


a Chinese inventor the patent for a spinning machine, and 10 
now manufacturing under said patent; that another Chinese, 
Kung I-tu, has applied for a patent for the same invention, 
changing only the motive power, but not the machine,- the 
former being operated by foot or hand and the latter by 
water power. 
The issuance of another patent for the same invention 
would very seriously impair, if not wholly destroy the 
value of the patent now owned by Mr. Miner, which the Under- 
signed cannot believe the Chinese Government will permit. 
He therefore brings the matter to the attention of 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies and requests that such 


investigation be made and such orders issued as will protect — 


Te fis enen, Prince Ching, 
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2 
Mr. Miner in the full enjoyment of this right “~~ which dy 
the patent issued by the Chinese Government, has been 
guaranteed to him as the legal successor of the original 
patentee, 

The Undersigned avails himself of the occasion to 
assure Your Highness and Your Excellencies of his highest 


consideration. 


ro Ne. 3 in Despatch No. d 1 


* „ „4 „66960 „„ 4c 


No. 87. Peking, April 20th, 1899. 


Your Bxcellency: 


We have the honor te acknowledge the re- 


ceipt ef Your Excellency's note of the 16th instant wherein 
you state that @.5.Miner, an American citizen at Foochow, has 
purchased from a Chinese inventor (Chen Tzu-sui) the patent 
for a spinning machine and is now manufacturing under said 
patent, that another Chinese, Kung I-tu, has applied for 
the same invention; that the issuance of another patent for 
the same invemtion would destroy the value of Mr. Chen's 
patent now owned by Mr. Miner, and you requested that such 
orders be issved as will protect him in the full enjoyment 
of his rights under the patent issued, &. 

It appears that on the 17th June, 1898, the Yamen is- 
sued a patent to one Chen Tzu-sui, a Chinese subject, for a 
spinning machine which he had invented. The machine was 


really a useful ene and the patent issued gave him the ex- 


clusive right te manufacture sane for the period of fifteen 


years. This was done in order torencourage hir. 


We may mention that in Your Excellency's note the mame 


ef the inventor is gece as Chen Pou-cnen, a Foochow nan, 
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whereas it should have been chem zu- sul. 


We may also state that Mr. Kung I-tu has never applied 


te the Yamen for the issuance of a patent. 


Cards of Ministers with Compliments. 
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13 No. I in Despatch No. d 7 


Mr. Gracey to Mr. Conger. | 


Neo. 60. Gonsulate of the United States of America, 


Puchau, China, May 29, 1899. 
Sr 
I had the honor to address a communication to you 
on the 29th of March last in regard to infringement of a 
patent on a spinning machine, by the Chinese Authorities 
at Peking to a native by the name of Cheng tzu sui, June 
17th, 1898. 

Mr. Geo, 8. Miner and V. N. Brewster, American citizens at 
this port, bought the right to manufacture and use such ma- 
chines from the inventor. As I have previously written you 
another Chinaman, whe is a retired official of wealth, by 
the rmame of Kung it has been having similar machines 
manufactured and is running therm by water power on the hills 
near Fuchau. I have made request to the Viceroy of this Prov 
ince to restraim Kung it'u from making or using said ma- 
chines, and he replies that ws will cause éxamination to 
be made of the two machines. 


Yesterday the Tactai of the Foreign Board called to 
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see me in reference to this matter. He made inquiries as to 
the patent laws of Western Countries. It would appear fror. 
what he tells me that the issuing of patents in China, to 
natives, being such a new thing, the laws have not yet been 
formulated covering infringenent of rights, sale of rights 
etc. He asked ne a8 an American inventor could transfer all 
his right to another American or a Foreigner for a cngidera- 
tion, and if so what protect ien would be granted by our laws 
to a foreigner in America, He said there was no law in Chi- 
na allowing such transfer to be made, but the right was 


issued to be used only by the native. 


He further said the machine claimed by Mr. Cheng as his 


invention was all right, but was only to be run by foot 
power, whereas Mr. Kung's machine was run by water power, 
which made it a very different thing and capable of pro- 
ducing much more and better material. He argued that this 
was an improvement so we could not object to Mr. Kung's ac- 
tion, and that he might apply to Peking for a patent alse. 
I endeavored to make him understand the laws of patent 
rights 9 in America, and that it frequently happened 
that an inventor being a poor man was not able 6 develop 
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his invention, and consequently sold all or part of the right 
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to manufact ure to others. I further told him that a patent 


was issued on a certain principle applied, and that the 
power used, whether steam, electricity, water, wind, animal, 
foot or hand to run the machine, had nothing to do with the 
principle which had been patented, and that the infringer 
was using canes made on a certain principle or manner 
whieh has been patented. He then said"but you know many fire- 
4 
arms are petented, and if another ingenious man makes an 
improvement on a gun he can receive a patent for that and 
manufacture the gun". I endeavored to explain this to hui. 
also, saying that the new could only be applied to the old mm 
gun by consent of the original inventor, and if the original 
inventor desired to use the improvement he covld only do 80 
by paying the inventor thereof fer the privilege and thus 


the rights of beth were protected; but if a man claimed the 


privilege of manufacturing and using a patented firearm be- 


cause he had invented a new powder to be used in it called 

"Smokeless powder", his claim could not be allowed. I suggest 
end that this was & parallel case with his 3 machine 
as both related to a power outside and apart from the ma- 


chine, by which it was operated. I spent a long while in this 


kind of eer ser ten exercise in regard to patent laws and 


principles. He said all these questions were se new with the 
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Chinese authorities, that they did not know what to do, and 
would have to refer the matter to Peking for «settlement, 
I suppose he will do se, and I write this to: give you in- 
formation as to some of the difficulties whieh will doubt- 
less arise before the Chinese have formulated fully their 
patent laws. In the gen time Mr Kung is manufacturing and 
using the machines, notwithstanding my request to the of- 
ficials to restrain him from doing 80. 
IT am, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Samuel L. Gracey. 


Consul. 


Hon. E.H.Conger, 
E.E.& M.P., U.S.A. 


PEKING, 
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Con. No. 355. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, June 7th, 1899, 
Samuel L. Gracey, Esquire, 
United States Consul, 
Puchau. 
Sir: 

I have te acknowledge receipt of your No. 60 of the 
29th ultime, concerning the infringement by one Kung-i-t'u 
of a patent for a spinning machine issued by the Chinese 
Government to one Chen Tzu-sui and now owned by the Amer- 
ican citizens, George 8. Miner and V. N. Brevster. 

You will remember that in your despateh of March 29th 
last it was claimed that Mr. Kung-i-t'w had applied for a 
patent upon a like machine which the Tsungli Yamen not to 
issue. They replied that he had made no application for a 
aa 

Now, upon your further statement that Mr. Kung-i-t'w 
is without a patent, making and using said machines, and that 
the local officials inform you that the question of 3 


ment must be referred to Peking, I have requested the 


Tsungli Yamen to issue such orders as will protect the 
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present ewners of the patent in the Exclusive right to 


make and use the invention. 
L, dir, 
Your ode dient servant, 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 
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Bnelesure Ne. b in Despatch Ne. oo 4b 


F.G.No. 116. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, June Sth, 1899, 

The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plen- 
ipeotentiary of the United States of America, recalls to the 
attention of His Higness and Their Excellencies his note of 
April 10th last, and their reply of April 20th, en the sub- 
ject of a patent for a spinning machine issued by the Tsung- 
11 Yamen to one Chen Tzu sui and its infringement by one 
Kung-i-tu. 

His Highness and Their Excellencies stated in their 
note that Mr. Kung-i-t'w had never applied for a patent, Se. 

However, the United States Consul at Fuchau now informs 
the Undersigned that the said Kung-i-t'u is manufacturing 
and using similar machines, and that the lecal officials,in 
reply te his request that Mr. Kung-i-t'u be restrained fron 
making and using said machine in violation of the silat 


aint ioned, informs him that the matter would have to be re- 


ferred to Peking for settlement. 


Mr. 
Te His Highness, Prince Ching, 


5 and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yanen. 
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Mr. Kung claims that because he runs his machine by 
water power and those made under the patent of Chen Tzu-sui 
are run by some other power, that consequently his is not an 
infringement. 

But in this case it is the machine itself which is 

2 
is covered and protected by the patent, and not the nathod 
of running it. 

It would be quite as reasonable to say, that in a case 
where one had patented a particular kind of cart, which he 
had drawn by a horse, it would not be an infringement if 
another made the same kind of cart and had it drawn by a 
mule. 

The present owners of the patent spinning machine re- 
ferred to are Georgr S Miner and V. N. Brewster, American 
citizens, and the Undersigned therefore requests that His 
Highness and Their Excellencies will cause such orders to be 
issued as will protect them in the exclusive right te make 
and use tee machine for which His Highness and Their Excel- 
lencies have themselves granted a patent. 

The Undersigned avails himself of the occasion to assure 
His Highness and Their Excellencies of his highest considera? : 
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The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. 
No. 98. Peking, June 18th, 1899, 
Your Excellency: 

We have had the honor to receive Your Rx- 
céllency's nate in regard to the patent for a spinning wach- 
ine issued by the Tsungli Yamen to one Chen Tzu-sui and 
its infringement by one Kung I-tu. Although Kung I-tu had 
never received a patent from the Yamen, the local authori- 
ties state that he cannot be restrained from making and using 
the said machine and that the matter would have to be re- 
ferred to Peking for settlement. The present owners of the 
patent referred to, are George 8. Miner and V. N. Brewster, 
American citizens, who bought the patent from Chen Tzu-sui 


and Your Excellency requested that such orders be issued as 


will protect them in the exclusive right to make and use 
the 5 ste. 
In reply, we would beg to observe that, in the matter 
of protecting patent rights, China has never entered into 
a treaty with western nations on the subject. In the present 
case, however, Chen Tzu-sui has sold his patent to Mr. George 


S. Miner and W. N. Brewster, and China can only say that, at 
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all the treaty ports, they can carry on their business of 
their own free will and accord. But as there is no stipu- 
lation of treaty in regard to protecting patent rights, the 


Yamen has really nothing to rely on in taking action in the 


premises, 


Cards of Ministers with Compliments. 
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. 0. No. 120. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, June 218t, 1899. 
The Undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America, has the honor to 
acknowledge the receipt of the reply which His Highness and 
Their Excellencies have made to his note, requesting pro- 
tection of the patent which the Tsungli Yamen issued to Chen 
Tzu-sui and which is now owned by Messrs. Miner and Brewster. 

He notes the claim of His Highness and Their Excellen- 
cies that because China has never negotiated treaties upon 
the subject of patents, the Tsungli Yamen has nothing to rely 
on in taking action in the premises; but he cannot agree to 
this conclusion. 

It is true that China has never entered into special 
patent right treaties but this not a question of a foreign 
patent, and hence no patent treaty is necessary. The case 
is fully provided for by the general treaties. 

The Tsungli Yamen has formally granted a patent for the 


machine mentioned and guaranteed to it exclusive rights a 


period 


oe bin aaa Highness, Prince Ching, 
. 1 and Their Bxcellencies of the Tsungli Yamen, 
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period of fifteen years; and unless prohibited by the terms 
of the grant itself, it may, by law, equity and universal 
practice, be properly transferred to anyone, and the Tsungli 
Yamen is W to carry out its guaranty in whomsoever's 


hands it may legally be found. 


menage To MTN ates whee Tae. r 


It certainly would not refuse to protect this patent 
in the hands of any Chinaman to whom it might be transferred 
and since, by treaty, China has agreed that foreigners may 
enter and do business in the treaty ports, and their persons 
and everything belonging to them be always fully protected, 
she cannot now legally or equitably refuse to protect this 
property of Americans, simply because it happens to be a 
species of property created by the Chinese Government itself 
and which rightfully has come inte the possession of Anmer- 


icans,. 


It is a plain matter of business, and should be treated 
in a business like way. 

Why does the Tsungli Yamen issue exclusive patents if 
it does not intend to protect then fron infringement? 

The fact that the one under consideration has fallen 
fallen into the hands of a foreigner, ean in no way release 


the Chinese Government from its promises and obligations 
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Prompt and proper appeal has been made to the local 
officials for protection against the infringement of Kung 
I-tu, but they reply that they are powerless to restrain him 
and that the matter. can only be settled by the Tsungli Yamen. 
There seems therefore to be left to the Undersigned no 
other course than to bring the matter to the attention of 
His Highness and Their Excellencies, and to again request 
that the local officials be ordered to see to it that 
Kung I-tu and all other persons be restrained from making an 
and using the above mentioned machines except under the 
exclusive patent already granted by the Tsungli tenen. 
The Under signed improves the occasion to reiterate 
to His Highness and Their Excellencies the assurance of 


his highest eonsideration. 
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Mr. Gracey ti Mr. enger 
Consular Service U. 8. A. 
Fuchau, China, October 28, 1899, 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of a letter 
received by me from Rev. G.S.Miner, in reference te the 
infringement of patent right case, entered as No. 9 in this 
consulate. I think Mr. Miner's letter is self explanatory 


and needs no further comment. 


Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) dur 7. Gracey 
Vice Conspl in charge. 
Hon. E.H.Conger, 
E.E.& M. P. U.S.A. 
Peking. 
Enclosure: 


Letter as above. 
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Copy. 


Foochow, China, Oct. 14th, 1899. 
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Dr. 8. L. Gracey, 


U. 8. Consul, 


Foochev. 


Dear Sir: 


N 
1 
) 
- 
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On June 22d 1899 I sent you a communication set- 
ting forth: 
lst. The interest that Henry Edgar, Esquire, a British sub- 
ject and W. N. Brewster and myself, citizens of the U.S. of 
yarn bt have in a certain spinning machine invented by one 
Chen tzu sui of foochow, a Chinese subject and patented by 
the Tsungli Yamen on the 15th day of the 4th moon of the 
24th year of the Emperor Kuang su;and 
and That one Kung Pao hu of Foochow, a Chinese subject, was 
making and using machines similar to those of Mr. Chen's, 
thereby trespassing upon his letters patent. 

As farther proof of our claim on said spinning machine 

I clined the following exact copy of a bill of sale, exact 
save that the sum paid for same is left blank as we do not 
care to make that publie. 

(Copy) Bill of Sale. 


I Ding lu sui (Chen tzu sui, the mandarin spelling and 


pronounciation 
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au 
of Foochovw, Province of Fukien, Empire of China, A Chinese 
subject, who am the inventor of a machine called the Auto- 
matic Rotary Spinning Machine, do, for and in consideration 
of --------- and-----Mexican dollars, the receipt whereof is 
hereby acknowledged and can additional consideration to be 
paid in certain royalties as provided for in another in- 
strument, hereby transfer, assign, bargain sell and convey 
unte V. V. Brewster of Hinghna, China and 6. S. Miner of 
Foochow, China, who are citizens of the United States of 
America, all claims, patents and protections granted and 
pending, and that may in the future be granted, and rights o 
ef proprietership which I have in the said Automatic Rotary 
Spinning Machine and all improvements I may make thereon, 80 
far as they relate to the manufacture, use and sale of sane 
in all the countries of the world, intending and hereby 
stipulating that the said W.N.Brewster and @.S.Miner shall 
have the right to patent in all countr: ies of the world the 
said Automatic Rotary Spinning Machine, having such patents 
issued in their own names or in the name of any firm or 
company they may jon or in the mame of any person or con- 
pany of 3 to whom they may assign their interest and 


those said rights of proprietorship and patents shall inure 


absolutely to them, their heirs and assigns forever, 


witness 
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Witness my hand and seal this 19th day of July, 1898. 
Signed. Ding liv sui. 
Signed at Foochow, Ghina, this the 19th day of July — 
1898 in the presence of 
Wong lik Sing 
Hu Ung King. 
The following is a translation of the letters patent. 
The Chinese copy is annexed hereto. 
The Tsungli Yamen issues the following the following 
letters patent: 

i WHEREAS, on the 15th day of the 4th Moon of the 24th 
year of the Emperor Kuang-su the Inspector General of Cus- 
toms stated that the ex-commissioner of the maratime Customs 
at the port of Foochow, Henry Edgar, Esquire, had asked 
leave to return to his native country and in making the 
journey had come to the capital and had brought with him a 
Chinaman, Ding liu sui and a-cotton machine invented by hin 
the said Ding liu sui; and 

Whereas the said Commissioner said that the said cot- 
ton machine had been examined by skilled nechanics and proved 
to be a proficient and useful machine, of new invention, he, 


the said Conmmisioner, asked the Tsungli Yamen to issue 


according. 
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* 
according te Western laws, letters patent ete., giving sole 
right to make and use said machine, so as to encourage 

to think 
other people in the future out new things; 

Upon examination the present Tsungli Yamen found that 
in the ist year of the Emperor Kuang-su, the Grand Cen- 
missioner of the Northern Ports ofChina presented a memorial 
with reference to forming a company for making wine and 
asked to have a certificate issued granting them the sole 
richt to make it for fifteem years. At that time the Tsungli 
Yamen and consulted with the Board of Revenue about it and 
then memorialized the Throne from. which they received a de- 
cree grant ing the said permission. All this is on record. 

Now the Inspector General of Customs has sent Ding liu 
sui with his machine to the Yamen for examination and truly 
it was found to be a useful machine, showing that he had 
great skill in inventing his machine. 

Therefore we now in accordance with the former record 
issue this certificate, letters patent, granting him the 
sole right to make and use the said machine for fifteen . 


years, and during that time no one shall be allowed to es- 


tablish any other factory for making said machine, to be 


used by them. This we do to encourage other people to think 
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When the time 2 these letters pat ent has expired 
they are to be returned for cancellation according to what 
is recérded. This letters patent is issued to Ding liu sui 
to receive and hold on the 29th day of the 4th Moon of the 


Emperor Kuang-su. 
* 


In an instrument dated Junr 27, 1898 is set forth facts 
which prove that Henry Edgar, W.N.Brewster and myself are 
equal owners in the above named Automatic Rotary dnia 
Mach ine. 

The following is a translation of the statement of 
Mr. Ding liu sui, the inventor of the said spinning machine 
the Chinese original copy is attached hereto, 

I, Ding liu sui, of Foochow, China, make the following 
statement which is the truth. In the 10th year of the N- 
peror Kuang-su I thought out the principal on which the 
Automatic Rotary Spinning Machine is constructed and operated 
From that time until the 24th year of the Emperor kuang- su 
I have been studying and improving it. In the 4th Moon of 
the 24th year of the Emperor Kwang-su I went with Commissione 
er Ragar to Peking and secured letters patent for my spin- 
5 mach ine mich is there on record. This I state accord- 


ing to the truth for your consideration. 
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never elaimed to be the inventor of the machine. In the 


> 4 8 4 
1 92 oo 5 - ,* K 
~ * t . >, As * ce 0 3 0 0 7 « » 
. aye . 42 * 22 2 . * 9 y . 1 > 4 — . » 8 
* r 5 4 * 72 „ > ö bes ö * 7 RE 
a . . ‘ 2 8 his 
* — * 4 1 . 


The piles of wheels, frames, tubes, etc., etc., we 


saw in Mr. Ding's attie the spr ing of 1896 were enough to 


prove the abeve statement. 


——— 


The following is the statement of Mr. Lan Kieng Hwo, 


— — Pasy — 


a graduate of the Angle- Chinese College, a business man of 


this port, who has been acquainted with this cotton machine 
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— — 3 — 


business from the first. 


Foochow, China, Oct. 26th, 1899. 


This is to certify that I do not hesitate to atate that 


— — — — — — — 
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I am personally acqainted with 8. 8. Miner, V. N. Brewster, | 
Henry Edgar, Ding liv sui and Kung Pao-hu. I know that Mr. 
Ding has worked many years and spent a large sum of money 


in bringing his machine to its present state of perfection. | : 


I know a number of men who used to work for Mr. Kung Pao-hu 
and who testified before me and others that it has not yet 
been two years since Kung Pao-hu commenced the spinning 


business and when he did commence he bought a few old ma- 
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chines that were found around among the people of Foochov. 
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Mr. Kung proclaimed that he had a patent for this spinning 


machine and compelled these persons te sell te him. 
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Lan Kieng Hwo, 


I have talked with Mr. Kung on this subject and he has 
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«Fu 
year of 1890 and 1897 we employed a number of men to make 
machines} 80 as to give them a thorough test. These machines 
have been in use ever since., in Hing hua as heretofore 
stated. In 1897 we heard that our men had nade and sold one 
or more machines Soon after this I visited a place in the 
city and found one machine like ours but they would not tell 
us where they gos it. Now there is nothing clearer than 
that these machines of Gung's (Kung Pao-hv) were patterned 
after Mr. Ding's (Chen tzu sui) and that the rights of Mr. 
Ding are being infringed upon and the honor of the Tsungli 
Yamen degraded by this man Gung. Mr Gung is now making and 

0 
using the machines after you have respectfully asked him to 
desist from infringement. I trust you will present this case 
again to the proper powers and the rights of Ding liu sui 
Henry Edgar, W.N.Brewster and myself be protected. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


G. 8. Miner. 
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F. C. No. 150. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, December lst, 1899, 
Your Highness and Your 12611066056 
With reference to the question of infringement of 
a patent for a spinning machine, issued by the Tsungli 
Yamen to one Chen Tzu sui, and transferred to Messrs. Brews- 
ter and Miner, American citizens. 
On June 2lst last I had the honor te address Your 
Highness and Your Excellencies an additional note with in- 


portant arguments therein, to which as yet I have received 


SS ee ORS Oe Oe 


no response. 


Trusting that Your Highness and Your Excellencies have 


now had time to give the note consideration as it deserves 


I have the honor to respectfully request a reply te the 
suggestions made therein. 
I avail myself of the oecasion to assure Your High- 


ness and Your Excellencies of my highest consideration. 


Te (Signed) B. H „Conger. 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yamen. 
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Enclosure No. (in Despatch . 4 VL 


The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


No. 154. Peking, Decenber 19th, 1899. 


Your Excellency: 


Upon the lst of December instant we had 


the honor to receive Your Excellency's note with reference 
to the question of infringement of a patent for a. spinning 
machine, issued by the Tsungli Yamen to one Chen Tzu-sui 
and transferred to Messrs Brewster and Miner, American cit- 
izens. Your Excellency referred to your previous note of 
June st last, and stated that the Yamen have now had tine 
to give the note the consideration it deserves and you aN 
spectfully requested a reply to the suggestions made therein § 

Upon the Sth of June Your Excellency addressed the 
Yamen requesting that such orders be issued as will protect 
Messsrs. Brewster and Miner in the exclusive right they 
purchased, and on the 18th idem the Yamen duly replied to 
same; this is a matter of record, 

Now having received the note under acknowledgment, we 
have to say that China will still permit Messrs. Brewster ancl 
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Miner, at all the treaty ports, to carry on their business 


of their own free will and accord, but as to protecting then 


in their exclusive right and prohibiting others from making 


machines 


ar 


. 1en ih 


brs Iitw eert e wiles? de 


te bes gt evtagioxe eg at 


machines, as there is no treaty stipulation on the subject, 


the Yamen still finds no way of taking action. 


Cards of Ministers with Compliments. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI 
PEKIN, CHINAL : 


Secretary 
FER 2 3906" 


— — 


December 21st, 1899. 


— * 
— — * 


Mr. Conger te the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Present pelitical situation in China. 


Con’ a 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 2ist, 1899. 
Te the Henorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor te report that the political sit- 
uation here has net very materially changed during the 
last six months. 

There is, however, a generally disturbed cenditien in 
many lecalities; in some places evidencing itself by at- 
tacks upen native converts as in Shantung, already repert- 
ed in my despatch Ne.289 ef the 7th instant, in ethers by 
general leeting and rebbery; in ethers by piratical prac- 
tices i the West, nnn other rivers; and in ethers 
by attacks upen foreigners as on the boundaries of the 
territery recently occupied by the British near Kowleon, 
and dy the French at Kwang-chau bay. 

There seems te be no organized attempt at rebellion 


8 against the existing Gevermment, although the present dy- 


nasty is mest cerdially hated in the seuth and west ef the 


2 
Therappeiatmentier Li Hung-chang te the Vicereyalty 
. of the Twe Kwangs, and that ef General Yuan Shih- kai as 
Geverner ef Shantung, will, it is te be hoped, do much te 
restere and preserve order in these lecalities, 

The Empress Dowager is evidently alarmed by the ap- 
pearance ef Kang Yu-wei in Heng Keng, fearing that he may 
frem his preximity te the Cahtonese, be able 6 116600 
and organize a rebellion. 

This is, doubtless, one of the reasens moving her te 
send Li Hung-chang te Canten. 

An Edict appeared this morning signed by the Buperer, 
offering a large reward for the bedy of Kang Yu-wei, dead 
or alive; and many of the Chinese believe this may lead 
te his 3 The Edict is a very leng ene, the 

— 
details ef which are net impertant, but as soon as it can 
be put inte English, it will be ferwarded te the Depart- 
ment. 

There is apparently no more indication of a break up 
ef China than a year and mere age: and yet the unexpected 
is always happening in China. 

Russia is making rapid pregress with her defenses at 


Pert Arthur and with the public imprevements at Talien-wan; 


alse with ther railroad building thence tewards Siberia. 


11 


© -s 
It is ais understeod that the read will be 8 
completed acress the Cent inent much seoner than has been 
expected,-prebably in less than three years. 
Her demands fer a direct line te Peking, reported in 
“my despatch Ne. 204 ef May 15th last,will undoubtedly be 
granted. The Russians are about to cenclude arrangements 
fer seme new lines branching from the Peking-Hankow rail- 
read (Belgian line)nerth and west inte the provinces of 
Shansi and Shensi. 


Thus the grasp ef Russia upon Nerthern China is con- 


tinually extending and becoming more secure, Her inf lu- 


ence with the Chinese Government, consequent upon her ac- 
knowledged strength, and the fact that that strength is 
wielded by an Imperial Monarch whese pelicies can neither 
be questioned ner revised by parliament er party, is most 
petent, and China by herself is pewerless te resist any 
demand Russia may make. 

France, theugh less strong, is quite as ambitious in 
the South, and is sufficiently powerful te compel China, 
unaided, te respend favorably te any of her demands. 

— is impreving Kiae-chew slowly, but is care- 


fully expleiting the interier ef Shantung, witheut, her- 


ever, begiming definite railread building or mine devel- 


oping. se 
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Se far as the Chinese Gevernment is concerned, der- 
many can, whenever she wishes,and is willing te increase 
her Kiae-chew force sufficiently, entirely centrol that 
prevince, 
The English are deing very little at Wei-hei-wei, 
and I think care te de little there, fer the place is se 
thoreughly detached frem any territery where ‘their inter- 
ests lie, that it is really of not great value te then. 
Great Britain has taken pessession of her new posses- 


siens eppesite Hengkong, and is expecting, of course, te 
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retain her se-called sphere of influence in the Yangtze 
valley. 

Since acquiring their recent concessions at Newchwang 
and Amey, the Japanese seem te be deing nething here, al- 
theugh censiderably eccupied with Corean and Fermosan af- 
fairs. 

Ne substantial progress appears te have 3 made in 
the Italian demands, 


The sad eccupation ef England in South Africa is not 


creating much sympathy among representatives of Eurepean 
Governments here, and while there appears to be no evi- 
dence of any movement by them to take advantage of the 


withdrawal ef Great Britain's attention frem Chinese 


: affairs 
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affairs, yet I am sure they would welceme any eccurrence 


that would tend meanwhile te strengthen their position 


here, 


I have neted with satisfactien the press reported 


efforts ef the United States te secure some definite as- 


surance frem the Burepean Governments securing perts and 


territery in China, that their deors shall be left epen 


permanently te American trade, and not be seriously ham- 


pered with duties at the 


ports, or burdened with dis- 


criminating transportation charges on its way te the in- 


terior. 


r hope the reports are true, and that successful ne- 
gotiations in that direction will be accomplished. 80 far 
as China is cencerned, she is new and is likely te remain 
powerless in * matter, and attempted negotiations with 
her would be useless, 

Hewever, if there is anything that may preperiy be 
done here in furtherance of the Department's purpose, 

I shall be pleased to receive timely instructions, 
I have the honer te be, 
Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 
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Subject: Translation of Imperial Edict offering a large 


Mr. Conger to the 


reward for the body of Kang Yu-wei, dead or 


alive. (Despatch No. 297, December 21st,1899) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 26th, 1899. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary. of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Referring to my despatch No, 297 of the 2lst ins tant 
I have the honor to enclose herewith a translation of the 
Edict of the Emperor offering a large reward for the body, 
dead or alive, of Kang Yu-wei, 
and to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Enclosure: 


Translation of Imperial Edict as above, 


Enclosure No — with despatch No 29 Ff 


A Decree issued by the Emperor, published in the Peking 


Gazette December 20th, 1899. 


The evils connected with human affairs is the result 
of men not being able to comprehend or understand the difference 
between the principles of right and wrong ſo ing. Hence the holy 
men and sages of ancient times punished by death those who were 
false hearted and circulated untrue arguments. Persons of per- 
verse and evil intentions should take warning and be cautious, 
and not cause doubts in the minds of the people by false rep- 
res ent at ſons. 

From the days of Our youth, and up to the time We 
undertook te carry on the succession of the Empire, and ever since, 
We have been the recipient of Her Majesty's kindness, love and | 


instruction;- a peried of thirty years. 


Since 1894, the Empire has been confronted with diffi- 
cult and troublesome questions. The country has become poorer and 
weaker. This has caused Us anxiety beth night and day. We are 
afraid that We have not been able to bear the heavy responsibility 
which was transferred to Us by Her Majesty. We have had in mind 
the idea ef carrying eut and practicing the maxims of Our Ances- 
tors; and We have always cherished the hope of obtaining the ser- 
vices of men of talent and thus improve the fortunes of the Empirey 
But Weng Tung- he, strongly recommended to Us Kang Tu- wei, as 
being a man possessing talents 5 hundredfold more than himself. 

To Our surprise, however, Kang Yu - wei, was secretly forming 

an association or society, wong purpose was evil, and to secret- 
ly and tn an underhanded way, carry on seditious schemes: and thus 
nearly Seduce Us te be weilte. Further, Kang Yu -wet's scheme 
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was te take the lead and by false-hearted methods protect China, 
but_not the Manchu Dynasty: and in due time te change the pres- 
ent monarchial ferm ef government to that ef a republican form 

of government. On understanding what was going on , We urcently 
requested Our Imperial Mother to instruct Us in administrating 

the zevernment:- thus a dangerous aspect of affairs has been 
changed inte one of peace and quiet. 

The rebel Kang Yu wei, and Liang Chi-chao,- a member 
of his gang- who should be killed, made their escape to foreign 
countries, where We could not punish them by death. They have 
been spreading reports and making mischief,- their idea being 
to lead people astray dy their rumors and create dissension 
between Her Majesty and Ourselves, Tan Chung-1 in has copies 
of Kang Yu- wei's and Liang Ghi-chao's letters, which advocated 
the selection of Tan gal- t ung as being able to be President of 
China; and every one of their traitorous schemes are as numerous 
as the hair eon ene's head. Of the ministers and people of the 
Metropolis and Previnces, the majerity of them entertain a feeling 
of hatred towards such outrageous characters; still there are one 
or two in a hundred or theusand whe will be deceived, Of the 
latter class, not only de they not know what is right or wrone, 
they alse do not understand what is rebellious and what is not, 
It is Our duty, therefore, that this class should be warned so 
that they may understand this. Since the Goup d’ etat last aut- 
umn, Our ministers have been imbued with the same spirit as We 
have, and have acted with the one purpose te diligently aim to 


properly administer the government. In this there has certainly 


b of views.But the rebel Kang Tu- wei, and 


his associate are still arguing that in regulating a new system 
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suspicion,-by wild and eccentric talk-in the minds of a class of 
people whe delight in being efficicus. They certainly do not 
know that Our Dynasty has carried out the laws of Our Ancestors 
of each successive reign, se as to make manifest a gle\ious ex- 
ample for pesterity,- te be perpetually observed, 

Our plan fer reculatine sid cevernine the Brpire is to 
be untiring in Our efferts to enrich the nation and increase 
it's military power. This is of immediate importance. 

Now ,at the present time, the gracious intentions of 
Her Majesty is to impress upon Us the idea of protecting Our 


Domain and cultivating friendly relations with foreign powers, 


We therefore speedily announce this as being the object and view 
We have in mind. We call upon Our ministers and people not to 
lightly listen or give heed to the rumours that are circulated 
which wrongfully produce conjectures among the people. Should 
there still be any persons implicated in circulating corrupt 
teachings,with a view of thus deceiving the masses and getting, 
them te adhere te the evil doctrines they propound, e may say 
that the laws of the Empire previde for the punishment that 
should be meeted out in such cases. 

As to Kane Yu-wel and Liane Chi-chao, they are thor- 
oughly perversed and unprincipled, and have escaped from just ee. 
If they are to escape and not receive capital punishment, then 
there is no such thing as a natural sense of justice, 


It has come te Our knowledge that the said rebels are 


still truculent and merciless; they have not changed their dis- 
position, and that they are on the coast region hastily moving 


from one place to another. 


Let all the Viceroys and Governors of the maritime 


yous injunctions- that a re- 
. a i 


N . * v 2 Oo 
_—_— * 5 14 9 i 
* 8 9 + - 
* * 4 a wy a P * 7 he * es a % 
* ; — W * 2 7 oe . arr 
5 1 — * N 


et oa 


1 
et, * 
a . : 


ward will be given te any one who will buy a clue towards the 
ä and arrest of these men, whether of the gentry, wer- 
chants, scholars or people. If these men- Kang Yu-wei and 
Liane Chi-chao, are with great secrecy arrested and brought be- 
fore court, these making the arrest will be rewarded in a spec- 
ial and most liberal manner, and the criminals will be punish- 
ed;- thus vindicating the laws of the Empire. Should it be 
extremely difficult to capture these rebels alive, then any one 
devising a scheme to put them to death, and can furnish absolute 
proof that they are dead, a liberal form of reward will, in like 
manner, be given. 


In a word:- Although corrupt and evil stories may be 


circulated, Our loyal ministers and filial sons will necessarily 


not give ear to then. Though the statutes of the government 
are lenient, still rebellicus ministers and those who do harm 
to the nation will receive no mercy. 


Let this Decree be preclaimed for general information. 
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Mr. Cenger te the 


Secretary of Sule 
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Subject: At the request of the Radi Body the Chi- 


nese Gevernment has prohibited the exportation 


ef pheasant skins, 


Da 


8 


7 W * 
Ne 
* 
0 
a 


ap Veo a. 
aN Ee 


» ‘2% fit aM 
As 2 ya Be 5 er ee Oa A a webltes r 
35 . . 85 J pad wo 1 . 3 9 8 a E. rim, 4 € 
. ¢ 4 7 1 * 
an 1 1 Nasr * ee hs Me a> Id 9 
1 F 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 26th, 1899. 


Te the Henorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D. 0. 


I have the honor te report that in September last, 


acting upon a petitien of the"Seciety fer the Pretect ien 


ef Game in Chinaf sent through the Consular Body in 


Shanghai, the Diplematic Corps unanimously requested the 


Tsungli Yamen, as a temporary measure, te prehibit the ex- 


por tat ion ef pheasant skins. 


This was done because a great demand had recently 


sprung up in Eurepean markets for their plumage, which in- 


creased the price here inordinately, and the birds were 
censequently being se ruthlessly slaughtered that, if not 
in some way stepped, the pheasants would very soon be en- 
tirely exterminated. 

The Tsungli Yamen granted the request, and the ne- 
cessary orders te the customs officials have been issued. 


This is understeod te be only a temporary expedient 


which may serve until there can be prescribed and enferc- 


te clese ank 
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hunting seasons, which will otherwise avert the extermina- 
tien of these beautiful birds ,which are of very great val- 


ue te the Chinese and the fereigners living in China, but 


„ 


of no great importance elsewhere. 
Cee I have the hener te be, 
Sir, | 


Your ebedient servant 
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Subject: Wharfage tax at the hewly opened port of San 
Tu-ao. 


(Instructions No. 807, September lst, 1899.) 
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“LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


December 29th, 1899, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Referring to Department's instructions No. 207 of 
September lst last, directing me to informally ascertain 


the views of my colleagues upon the question of levying 


an additional tax of 2% on the customs duties collected 
at the newly opened port of San Tu-ac, which was the sub- 
Jeet matter of my despatch No, 225 of June 26th last, I 
have the honor to report that the diplomatic corps here 
unanimously agree. that such levy is in contravention of 
7 the treaty engagements with China. But since it is such 
a small tax and is so very much needed for building jet- 
ties, 3 etc., they have consented to its collection 
for a time, for this purpose, without — in- 
volved. 
The same thing was done at Tientsin in 1898, see 
ur. Denby's despatch 8 of April 13th, 1896. Secre- 
tary Bayard in his instruction No, 24 of December 12th, 
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1885, also instructed winister Denby that consent might 
be given for such a tax at Ningpo. 
I enclose herewith copies of the notes upon the sub- 
Jeet which have passed between the Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps and the Tsungli Yamen. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


e e. 


1. The Diplomatic Body to the Tsungli Yamen, November 
4th, 1899. 

2. The Tsungli Yamen to the Diplomatic Body,, November 
18th, 1899. 

3. The Diplomatic to the Tsungli Yamen, December 28th, 


1899. 


Enclosure No. / in Despatch No. JOO. 


The Diplomatic Bedy te the Tsungli Yamen. 


Peking, Nover.ber 4th, 1899. 
Te His Highness, the Prinee, and Their Excellencies, 


the Ministers of the Tsungli Yamen. 

The commissioner of Cuxstems at Feochow, under whose 
control is the neighboring pert ef San-tu- ae, opened to 
00 by the Chinese Government, published a not ieee in 
the month of May last requiring the payment, as a wharfage 
tax, of 2%, additional upon the duties collected on exports 
and imports. 

T am directed by my honorable colleagues to inform 
Tour Highness and Your Excellencies that the Diplomatie 
Corps is dispesed, as it has recently preved in the case of 
Tientsin, te consider the propriety of seme additional 
mederate and justified taxes, but that it cannot adrit 
that any tax upon navigation or commerce can be exacted 
beyend that which has been fixed by the treaties. Conse- 


quently the additional tax of 2% levied upen the Customs 


at San-tu- ae ought not to be paid without the consent of 


—— — 2 


eee 


the Diplomatie Corps. 
-. This is a question of principle. 


Aecept, Your Highness and Your Excellencies, the assur- 


ances of my highest censideration. 
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Enelesure Ne, A in Despatch No. 7 OD. 


The Tsungli Yamen te His Excellency, the Spanish Minister, 


Deyen of the Diplomatic Bedy. 


Peking, 13 November, 1899, 
Sir: 


We have the honor te acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's note of November 4th on the subdjeet ef wharf- 
age dues at San-tu- ae. (Note quoted in full). 

In reply we beg te observe that the subject of the 
dues te be levied at San-tu-ac was discussed between the 


Commissioner of Customs and the Consul, and that fer this 


reason we did not address a communication in the first in- 
stance te the Foreign Representatives. We have ne intention 


ef making any additien to the Treaty tariff; the duty in 


question being merely a special charge te previde for the 
construction of jetties and other public works fer the ben- 


efit of Chinese and foreign merchants alike, and having 


nothing te de with the Tariff. 
The same thing has already been done at Tientsin, and we 


trust that the Foreign Representatives will willingly assist 


in carrying it out in this instance. 
We would therefore request Your Excellency at once to 


communicate the circumstances of this tax for the information 


of the Foreign Representatives. 
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Enclosure Ne. 3 in Despatch No. ©. 


The Diplomatic Body te the Tsungli Yamen. 


Peking, December 28th, 1899. 
Te His Highness the Prince, and Their Excellencies the 
Ministers ef the Tsungli em 

The Tsungli Yamen replied on the 15th of November to 
my note of Nevember 4th upon the matter cof wharfage taxes 
at San-tu-ae. I am teday instructed by my honorable col- 
leagues te insist upen the claim that any additional tax 
is an alteration of the Tariff. The amount er the purpose in 
view in ne way changes it. 

In the case of Tientsin it was the Consular Corps which 
teok the initiative by first addressing itself to the Diple- 
mat 1e Cerps. As te San-tu-ae the Foreign Representatives do 
not know that any foreign Consul has given his consent, and 
he could net have done se by himself. 

The Yamen expresses alse in their note the hope that 
the Diplomatie Cerps would give their ecensent in the pre- 
snet case, and I have the honor te inform Your Highness and 
Your Excellencies that the Foreign Representatives approve 
the collection at San-tu-ae of an additional tax of 2% for 


— — 


the construction of jetties and other publie werks in that 


bert wntil the said works are completed. 
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Secretary of State. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Subjeet: Recent railroad concessions granted a Belgian 
engineer named Armand Rouffort, Branch lines to 
run in sonnection with the Peking-Hankow 14 
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Politieal significanee of this eoneess icon. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December 30th, 1899, 
Te the Henorable 
John Hay, 
Seeretary ef State, 
Washingten, D.C. 
Sir: 

I have the hener te repert that on the 15th instant 
an agreement was signed, in the Tsungli Yamen, between the 
Chinese Gevernment and a Belgian engineer by the name of 
Armand Rouffort, me is generally understeod to be indirect~- 
ly empleyed by the Russe-Chinese Bank, for the construction 
and eperation of twe railway lines branching from the Pe- 
king and Hankew line,,and to be feeders there te, the one 
forming a junctien with the main line near Kia-feng-fu, and 
running westward te Honan-fu, a distance ef 150 miles; the 
ether leaving the nain line at Hui, thence southeastward te 
8 abeut 70 ien A premise is alse given in con- 


nection with this contract for the extension whenever needed, 


ef the Henan-fu line 250 niles further te Siamfu the cap- 
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Wellen Governncnt. and it is an pen secret here, that 
these new lines are backed by the Russe-Chinese Bank, and 
have been obtained threugh Russian influence, These two 
branches traverse a densely pepulated and fertile eeuntry 
which will insure a very large leeal traffie and make them 
most valuable additions to the main line. But in addition te 
this, the premised line frem Henan-fu te Sian-fu will 

plaee in the hands of. the Russians the gateway te Western 
China and all Central Asia. 

The testizeny ef Baren Richthofen and several Arerican 
engineers whe have recently surveyed and carefully prespeect- 
ed these regiens, is ecenslusive that, eving te the tepe- 
graphical econditiens whieh obtain in this section ef eceun- 
try, enly ene line ef railway te the West is pessible and 
this is the Honan~-fu-Sian-fu line. Seuth ef this ne East 
and West line is practicable, nor Nerth within a distance 
of six hundred miles. Henan-fu being situated en the great 
alluvial plain is accessible frem all parts of Eastern 
China, while frem Sian-fu radiate five creat trade routes, 
Southwest, West, West by Nerth, Nerthwest and Nerth. They 


give access te the previnees ef Szechuan, Shensi and Kansu, 
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in the Mpire. 


The British Minister has, sinee the granting ef this 


the Tsungli Yamen a vigereus pretest, 


coneessien, filed wi 
‘ 


because there was already en file a prier applieation fer 


this same line by the Peking Syndicate Limited ef Lenden, 


threugh whese territery it runs, and which will new find it 


extremely difficult te distribute the preducts of its ex- 


tensive mines except over Russian railways. The Russians 


already have a concession fer the only pessible railway 


inte the iren region of central Shansi, tewit; the line 


branching frem the Peking-Hankow railway at Ching-ting-fu 


running te Ping-ting and thenee te Tai-Yuen-fu. 

The fact that these new lines have under the eirem- 
stances been practically seeured by the Russians, streng ly 
emphasizes their determination te very rapidly deminate 
all northern ch ina. 

I have the honer te be, 
Sir, 


Yeur ebedient servant 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: His tour of inspection of United States Consu- 
lates in China. 


(Instruetions Mo. 162, April 10th, 1899.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


December Sist, 1899. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to report that in aeeordanee with 
Department’s instructions Wo.162 of April 10th last, and 
arrangements made with the Admiral Commanding the United 
States Naval Squadron at Manila, I proceeded on August 
sist to Taku and boarded the U.S.S.Princetén, Commander 
Henry Knox, for the purpose of visiting the several United 
States Consulates in China. 

The Princeton was lying outside the bar some ten 
miles from Taku, but at Tangku, the Tientsin Commissioner 
of Customs, Mr. I. B. Dre, furnished a steam launch which 
teok me down the Peiho river and out to the ship. All the 
forts at Taku, had by order of the Vieeroy, been decorated 
with flags, and a salute of fifteen guns was fired from 


two of then. 


: 


—— the flag, the 
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Chinese Admiral's flagship, mich, with four other: chi- 


nese men-of<-war, was anchored near by, gave a minister's 


2 


oe 


salute, whieh was duly returned. 


It was intended that we should sail for Newehwang at 


daylight on the morning of the 22nd, but mews of breaking out 


and prevailing of the plague at Newehwang haying reached 
us, I desired 2185 to know if Chefoo and Shanghai would 
quarantine us coming direetly from there, and so,on the 
morning of the 22nd I procured a launch and sent ur. Chesh- 
ire back to Taku to wire inquires to Consul General Good- 
now and Consul Fowler... He | returned at 6.00 p.m. d re- 
plies that we would not be quarantined. Wherefore at day- 
light, the 25rd,we sailed for Newehwang, arriving there 
the evening of the 24th. 
Newehwang. 

Viee Consul Bandinel came at once on board, and re- 
ported the plague very bad and inereasing daily, there 
having ferty deaths eceurred the day previous. Because of 
of this we decided to make our stay very brief. The Taotai 
being absent there were no Chinese functions to undergo, 
and the next day was given te 8 the Consulate, 
discussing trade possibilities with the Viee Consul and 


and with Mr.MaeCasline, representative of the American 


Trading 


a? 
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Trading Company, and the enly American merehant there. 


The Consulate was in good order, business well in 
hand and beoks well kept. 

Mr. Bandinel is an active, energeti¢ business man, 
and, while he dees what the regulations require, and dees 
it well, yet he is a thorough Englishman, and does not 


feel the interest in American affairs, nor de fer the de- 


velepment ef American trade what a patrietie American 


would feel and do in his piace. 

The abundant statisties already furnished the De- 
partment freu several sourees, and whieh it is net neee 
sary for me te repeat, give most gratifying proofs of our 
rapidly inereasing trade at this port; but te fester this 
trade, te aid its grewth and seeure for the United States 
its greatest possibilities, the presenee of a real Ameri- 
ean Consul is needed, and I most earnestly recommend the 
creation here of a full Consulate, and the appeintment of 
an energetic, eapable business man to the post. The sal- 
ary should not be less than three thousand dollars per 
annum. 

Thus far the amount of official fees is very small, 


beeause there is 1ittié direet trade with the united 


States, at Newehwang. 
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from there the trade is in the hands ef — — | 
Chinese, never-the-less it is Ameriean trade, is of large | 


volume and value, and needs efficial help and eneourage- 


ment. Ne publie expenditure that the Government ean make 
will bring more fruitful returns to its Oriental ecommerce 
than three theusand dollars per year invested in a live 
American Consul at Newchwang. 


The future possibilities of Wewehwang emphasize the 


necessity of a United States Consul there. It is situa- 
ted at the head ef the Gulf of Liaotung on the Liao, the 
enly navigable river emptying into that part of the Gulf, 
It is the practical terminus of the coast line of the I. 
perial Chinese Railway of North China (Tientsin-Newehwang) 
and the starting point of its north-eastern interior line, 
A braneh of the main line of the Chinese Eastern Railway 
(Russian)terminates here.alsaq. It will always be an impor- 
tant entrepot for Russian business and especially se until 
the railway is finished te Talien-wan, and is opened for 
general trade. 
We left Newehwang at 4. p.m. August 25th. Had intend- 
ed to visit Port Arthur, but could not without being quar- 
ant inoed. 
Chefeo. 
We arrived at Chefeo on the afternoon of August 26th 


a We midst of a severe rain and wind stern. Could net 
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land until next day, The Taetai of this district was alse 
absent, se there were ne Chinese functions here, 

This pert has been se particularly described, and its 
trade se exhaustively set ferth in Censul Fowler's reports 
that the Department, witheut reiteration from me, is fully 
advised ef its impertance, 

The accession ef Kiae-chew by the Germans, and their 
consequent efferts te expleit the interier, has brought 
the prevince ef Shantung inte great preminence, and as 
Chefee is its only epen pert, the business ef the Censu- 
late must necessarily increase, unless, with the epening 
and impreving of Kiae-chew, the Germans should make that 
the point ef departure fer the previncial railread sys en. 

In that case much ef the business, which would ether- 
wise be tributary te Chefee, will ef course center at the 
fermer, te the material damage of the latter place. 

The Censulate 4 beautifully lecated, the records in 
excellent shape and well kept. 


Mr. Fowler is industrious and patriotic. He complains 


that he has net clerical help eneugh in the effice, yet I 
am inclined te the belief that, until the business censid- 
erably increases; and with a judicious curtailing ef his 


cerrespendence, beth as te subject and extent, the werk 
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6. 
his present ferce. His salary is enly twenty five hundred 


dellars ($2500.00).It certainly eught te be drought up te 


level.with his celleagues. I recommend its increase te 
three theusand dellars ($3000.00) . 
I investigated the questien ef an international fer- 
eign settlement, going ever the area, and aleng the pre- 
pesed beundary. I am thoroughly cenvinced of its imper- 
tance; and yet I am not sufe that the foreign community- 
is quite large eneugh er streng enough te meet the necess- 
ary expense.oef running a: foreign settlement. 
The enly apparent eppesitien is effered by the German 
Consul, and he is net even sustained by one ef his ewn 
nationals. I shall seon take up the matter anew in cen- 
nectien with my British and Japanese celleagues and see 
what can be done. 

I feund there a large celeny ef Presbyterian missien- 
aries, whe have mest flurishing scheels and are doing er- 
fective werk. 

I cenferred with them freely upon many impertant 
questions, and derived much infermatien as te their ewn 
werk and the situatien generally in the interior ef the 
prevince, which will be ef great value te me. 


The fleeds ef last year, the partial failure of the 
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naturally anti-fereign sentiment, make the situation 

threugheut a great part ef the prevince very precariecus. 

But I shall hepe te make this the subject ef a special 
despatch. 

An Austrian war vessel was lying in the harber with 
Baren Czikann, the Austrian Minister. en beard. Visits and 
salutes were exchanged. 

Shanghai, 

Shanghai has been so many times graphically describ- 
ed to the Department, and its existing business and trade 
possibilities been so often published, and so thoroughly 

} discussed, that a repitition in this report would be use- 
less, 

The Princeton anchored here the evening of September 
2nd. A representative of the Taotai came on board at once, 
and arranged fer him to formally call on me at the Consu- 
late General the next day at 10 A.M. The Commanders of 
the English, Japanese, Italian and Chinese men-of-war in 
the harber also called. 

At 10 o'clock, September Srd, I received the Tasta 
and his suite, with due formality at the Consulate General, 
Consul General Geodnow, Commander’ Knex°of the "Princeton", 

Commande Bicknell of the "Menocacy", four naval officers, 


and ; 


8. 
and Interpreters Cheshire and Barchett assisting. 

On the next day I returned . taking the same 
officers with me. On the 9th the Taotai gave me a very 
elaborate breakfast, at which were present the Mixed court 
Magistrate, Chinese Deputies and secretaries,and the 
same gentlemen who had assisted me the day previous. 


The Chinese make very much of dress and show, and 


hence were very much impressed with my numerous staff and 


their splendid naval uniforms. 

This Taotai is reputed to be very anti~-foreign, but 
he treated me with the utmost cordiality and I believe our 
exchange of courtesies will be productive of good. 

While at Shanghai I called together twenty of the 
leading Protestant missionaries of all deniminations re- 
siding there, and asked their opinion upon the propriety 
of demanding from the Chinese Govermment the same previ- 
leges as to recognized rank and rights of visiting Chinese 
officials as had recently been granted by Imperial Decree 
to the 8 Catholic Hierarchy, and all but three declar- 
ed themselves as strongly opposed to it. So also did the 
Conference of Southern Presbyterians, then in session, 
forty being present, which I visited and conferred with 


upon that and other subjects. But this question will also 


require 
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9. 
require a special despatch. 

I visited American missions, schools and hospitals, 
found many of them splendidly equipped, and most potent, 
effective and civilizing agencies in the rapid develop- 
ment that is now going on in this part of China. 

I also carefully examined the new extension of the 
international foreign settlement, and the proposed exten- 
sion of the French concession, and am able to confirm what 
I have already reported as to each in 8 despatches, 

Shanghai is growing very rapidly, and by reason of 
its convenient location to the great international ocean 
routes, both east and west, its situation near the en- 
trance of the Yangtze river, and central position with 
reference to China as a whole, it must continue to be the 
most important distributing center of the Empire, Its on- 
ly drawback is the bar at the entrance of the Woosung riv- 
er, which is gradually increasing, and now only the small 
est vessels can cross at low tide, and the very largest do 
not go over it even at high tide, but anchor outside, 

Experienced engineers have, however, reported feasi- 
ble plans for its improvement, and for the general con- 
servancy of the 3 and harbor, and it is believed the 
work will be undertaken and successfully accomplished, if 
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10. 
the foreign eovermente interested will vigorously urge 
and, if necessary, demand it. 

The Consulate General is very centrally located, with 
commodious offices, appartments, te., but it is a four 
story building without an elevator and the offices are 
consequently difficult of access. The Consul General's 
office is on the third floor, a jail is in the basement, 
which answers very well for temporary or brief confine- 
ments, but is in no manner suitable for long terms of inm- 
prisonment. 

The Consul General should be instructed to secure an 
early lease of nord suitable quarters, for a term of years 
if possible, or better yet, the Government ought by all 
means to own a permanent home for its Consulate at this 
most important place in the Orient. 

The business of the Consulate General is rapidly in- 
creasing, especially the court and judicial work. Cases 
of considerable magnitude and great importance, involving 


most intricate legal questions are of frequent occurrence, 


ant, to have the consideration of an experienced lawyer. 
T am convinced that the organization of a regular 

court with a trained judge and an able attorney, will very 

soon be an imperative necessity of the rapidly increasing 


American 
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nn in this Wire, and I respectfully sug- 
gest the propriety of such a recommendation to Congress. 

Consul General Goodnow has done and is doing admir- 
able judicial work for one who has not had a special legal 
training, but the other business of the Consulate is 
enough to occupy hin. 

I examined and found the records well kept, and the 
work of the Consulate General in all its branches, includ- 
ing the large Post Office, being well done, 

The office has sufficient general clerical help, but 
the work is so varied, and at times so pressing that a 
competent stenographer is badly needed and would be of 
great assistance to the Consul General, and I strongly 
recommend that he be authorized to employ one. 

Some of the records were not of a sufficiently perma- 
nent character, but the Consul General p.omised from that 


date to make them so in the future. 


Ningpo,. 
We reached Ningpo the morning of September 13th. It 


is situated twelve miles from the mouth of the Yung river, 


and had formerly a large trade, especially in silk and tea; 


but the opening of the port of Hanchow has taken nearly 


all 
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all of it away. 

It is still noted for its large furniture industry, 
the product of which finds way all over China. Cotton 
growing in the vicinity is increasing, and it has one cot- 
ton mill which has already very materially reduced the im- 
portation of cotton yarn. A silver mine has recently been 
opened near the city which promises fairly well. 

The American Presbyterian mission: here is one of the 
oldest in China, having been started by Dr. D.B.McCartee 
in 1644, and from it, industrious l and helpful in- 
fluences have been continually going forth. 

Dr. th, dd Dr. 9 of the Baptist mission came 
on board, and after a general conference, I visited, with 
them,the several missions and schools, and was most favor- 
ably impressed with the work being done and the progress 
made. 


The propriety of re-establishing a Consulate here 


was suggested, but I do not think it is necessary. 


Foochow, 
On our way to Foochow our ship took the inner pas- 


sage through the Chusan Archipelago. The island scenery 


is picturesque and beautiful, and there are many capacious 


and 
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13. 
and safe anchorages among the islands. 


We passed the entrance to San mun bay for which the 


Italians have made demand, It has an excellent and well 
protected harbor, — extends for some distance along the 
coast, and must some time be of considerable commercial 
importance. 
We reached the mouth of the Min river, thirty miles 
from Foochow, at 2.50 P.M., September 15th. As we steam 
ed up the river all the forts were decorated with flags 

and banners, and five of them fired salutes, the first 

with fifteen guns, and the others with three, which is the 


usual Chinese salute. They were returned, gun for gun, 


and the Princeton fired the national salute of twenty-one 
which was duly returned from the largest fort. 

We anchored at Pagoda Anchorage, eleven miles below 
FPoochow, and which is the head of navigation for ocean 
steamers. 

Consul Gracey, Vice Consul Gracey, Deputies from the 
Viceroy and Taotai, with some minor officials, came on the 
Viceroy’s launch to present his 3 and welcome, 
and to conduct me on his house boat to the city. 

We were landed at the Custom's wharf at 7.30 P. I.;, 
where we were met by a well uniformed, well drilled con- 


pany of fifty soldiers and a native band, which escorted 
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and safe anchorages among the islands, 


We passed the entrance to San mun bay for which the 


Italians have made demand. It has an excellent and well 


protected harbor, and extends for some distance along the 


coast, and must some time be of considerable commercial 


importance. 


We reached the mouth of the Min river, thirty miles 


from Foochow, at 2.50 P. K., September 15th. As we steam 


ed up the river all the forts were decorated with flags 


and banners, and five of them fired salutes, the first 


with fifteen guns,and the others with three, which is the 


usual Chinese salute. They were returned, gun for gun, 
and the Princeton fired the national salute of twenty-one 
which was duly returned from the largest fort. 

We anchored at Pagoda Anchorage, eleven miles below 
Foochow, and which is the head of navigation for ocean 
steamers. 

Consul Gracey, Vice Consul Gracey, Deputies from the 
Viceroy and Taotai, with some minor officials, came on the 
Viceroy’s launch to present his compliments and welcome, 
and to conduct me on his house boat to the city. 


We were landed at the Custom's wharf at 7.30 P.M., 


where we were met by a well uniformed, well drilled com 


pany of fifty soldiers and a native band, which. escorted 
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me in the Viceroy's chair to the Consulate, preceded dy 


the official red umbrella and a score or more of brilliant 
torches and lanterns, 

I called on the Viceroy,Hsu Ying-kuei, the next morn- 
ing at 10 o'clock, accompanied by Mr. Cheshire, Consul 
Gracey, Commander Knox and several officers of the Prince- 
ton, the Viceroy sending his chair and same body of: sold- 
iers and band to accompany ne. The Viceroy's Yamen is 
four miles from one Consulate, and the route traversed the 
main streets of Foochor. : 

We were received through a double line of one hundred 
and fifty soldiers and at least fifty of his aides or: staff 
with cannons firing and band playing, 

I was most cordially welcomed by His Excellency and 
regaled with the usual Chinese official luncheon, during 
which the conversation was general, made up principally 
of assurances of national good will, and fully expressed 
wishes for the happy and prosperous future of both coun= 
tries. 

The Viceroy is seventy years old, but still fairly 


vigorous, intelligent and highly educated as such things 


go in China, 


* He returned my call at 2.30 P.M. same day, accompan- 


ied by the Taotai, their Secretaries, Interpreters, civil 
: retinue 
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15. 
retinue, and a large escort of soldiers. 

Consul gracey, * my expense, served them an excell- 
ent repast during which the Viceroy again assured me of 
his and his Government's friendship for the United States, 
and of his and its great desire to retain the friendship. 

His Excellency insisted upon giving me an official 
banquet which I was obliged to accept. 

It was given in the reception room of the Poreign 
Board at 12 M.,September 18th. There were present the 
Viceroy, the Taotai, Secretaries and Interpreters, Comman- 
der Knox, three officers of the Princeton, Mr. Cheshire 
and myself. The same chair, soldiers, band,etc.,were sent 
for me. We were received with much more pomp and display, 
and a larger turnout of guards and aides than at the pre- 
vious visit. 

During the breakfast, mich lasted two hours and con- 
sisted of six courses each of Chinese and foreign goa in 
alternation, the health of the President of the United 
States, the Emperor of China, the Viceroy and ane Minister 
were drunk, and on behalf of the Viceroy his Interpreter 
read in English a very cordial and flattering speech of 
welcome 90 me, saying, anong other things, that he hoped I 
ele gen d Wer Gn be to be prompt and fair in the 


settlement 
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5 settlement of all questions etc. I enclose a copy herewith, 
J : 


I responded briefly, and said that such were the standing 


instructions to the Consuls, and that if delays were made 


in settlements, it would be the fault of the Chinese of- 


ficials, since the Consuls must under their instructions, 


always be prompt and will invariable meet them half way 
etc. 
The banquet was very long but conversation did not 


lag. It was at all times friendly and cordial. Each 


plied the other with questions concerning their respective 


countries and peoples. I gained much valuable information, 
and I am sure good will come from it. 

The Viceroy had already summoned a photographer, 
and at the close of the breakfast, at his request, a pic- 
ture of our group was taken in the court of the palace, 
and afterwards several copies sent me, one of which under 
separate cover accompanies this despatch. 

I have described these functions with such detail 
because they are the same, which in a greater or less de- 
gree, have been gone through with the Chinese officials at 
all the ports, and show with what extreme courtesy and 


~ 


distinguished honor the representative of the United 


States has been every where received. 


Lav, 

Such official visits upon a man-of-war impress the 
Chinese officials and people with great potency, and 
should be more frequently made. It would have been a se 
rious mistake at this time to have delayed it longer, 
since they know we have recently entered the Orient with 
increased naval strength, and believe we are henceforth 
to be a more powerful factor in Eastern affairs than here- 
to-fore, 

On the 16th a reception was given to the missionaries 
at the Consulate, some forty attending, which afforded an 
excellent opportunity to discuss some pending questions, 
and to form an acquaintance which will be of great mutual 
benefit in future work. 

Some of the most effective school work in China is 
being done here. The larger schools are under the control 
of the Methodist and Congregational churches, I visited 
both of these and made brief speeches to the boys, whom I 
found bright, clever, and very hopeful of their future ca- 
reers. There are over five hundred boys and girls being 
taught in the American schools of Foochow, and there are 
many smaller schools in the neighboring country, organized 
by American missionaries and taught by native teachers, 


The Chinese officials are just beginning to realize 
that 


— 
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that to meet the requirements of the era of railroad and 
mining development, and the business coming with it, that 
foreigners must be engaged or they must educate their own 
young men along western lines. Therefore many of the of- 
ficial and mandarin class at all the treaty ports are not 
only sending their boys to foreign schools,but are giving 
money freely to found and support then. 

Some of the most popular of these schools are, how- 
ver, not wholiy missionary, but of a high moral tone and 
in which reading the bible and prayers are a part of the 
daily routine, with no efforts, however, to prosplyte or 
convert. 

Consul Gracey is a man of high character, has the re- 
spect of all, and keeps his Consulate in excellent shape. 
I examined his books and records and found everything in 
in order. 

Left Foochow September 2ist. The Viceroy again sent 
his chair, soldiers, band etc., to escort me to the wharf, 
and his deputies with his steam launch and house boat to 
convey me to the Princeton at the Pagoda Anchorage. 

As the Princeton steamed down the river past the 
forts, they all saluted as on our going up, and gun for 


gun was returned. 
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Amoy. 
I arrived at Amoy September 22nd. Admiral Yang Chi- 


chen, in charge of military and naval affairs in that dis- 
trict, with a representative of the Taotai who was con- 
fined to his house by an accident, and a great retinue 
made me a formal vale at the Consulate on the 23rd. I as 
formally returned it on the 24th at his Yamen where I was 
received with most elaborate eeremonies, sixty Chinese 
soldiers having been furnished me as an escort, 

Spent September 26th conferring with the missiona- 
ries, and visiting their schools and hospitals, all of 


which are doing splendid work, 


Largely through the efforts of Consul Johnson, a Chi- 


nese school for boys has been recently AM found- 
ed and supported by subscriptions from Chinese off 24 
and merchants, and to which they send their boys to be ed- 
; ) 

ucated under western methods. It has now one hundred and 
fifty 5 

Doctor J. A. otte is in charge of a thoroughly modern 
equipped hospital and is doing such skillful work as to 
most efféeétively popularize him and his institution among 


* examined the new Japanese concession. It is quite 


small 
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small, less than forty acres, with a very narrow water 
frontage, and cannot be of great value to the Japanese, 
nor detrimental to other foreign interests, 

There seems to be neither desire nor necessity on the 
part of the Americans for a like concession, 

The sum total of Amoy‘s trade this year will be only 
a little below previous years; yet the trade in native tea 
is nearly gone, and were it not for the FPormosa tea which 
comes here for final shipment to foreign markets, the tea 
merchants would be compelled to close their hongs. 

By reason of the worn out soil and the excessive li- 
kin taxes,being two-thirds of the entire cost, the tea in- 
dustry in the province of Pukien is almost extinguished, 
and the people are emigrating by thousands. 

Japan is now levying a discriminating tax of one dol- 
lar, sixty-five cents ($1.65), per picul on tea exported 
via Amoy as against only one dollar ($1.00) when sent di- 
rectly to Japan for foreign export. If this shall be suc- 
cessfully continued, it will very materially reduce the 
Amoy trade. 


The tea merchants complain of the very stringent, 


and, as they think, arbitrary and unfair inspection of tea 


in the United States. 


The Amoy Chamber of Commerce entertained me at 
| breakfast 
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breakfast, at which — and kr. were 
present, ant uur ing which the 1 matters were 
informally discussed, and the hope expressed that some 
means might devised to reduce likin charges, avoid Japan- 
ese discriminating duties, modify the inspection rules of 
the United States, remove the restrictions on Chinese 1. 
migration to Manila, and so save their vanishing trade. I 
promised careful consideration and co-operation with then, 
and their respective official representatives so far as 
might be properly and legitimately done. 

In order to raise needful revenue, an earnest effort 
is soon to be made by the Chinese Government: for a general 
raising of tariff duties through treaty negotiations. It 
will be opportune then to insist upon a thorough reform of 
their likin system so far as it concerns the passage of 
exports and imports to and from the interior. 

The flour trade from the United States has been very 
rapidly increasing during the past two years 3 son- 
tinue to * 

Consul Johnson, in connection with some Chinese nor- 
chants, is introducing a considerable quantity of corn 
meal as an experiment, which is to be cooked (the Chinese 


being taught the many ways of cooking it) and, at first, 


given 
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given away bn the streets, so that they may become famil- 
jar with it and learn its value elsewhere as a substitute 
for rice. If the experiment proves satisfactory and gu- 


cessful, it should open up, not a large, but a new and im- 
} 


portant market for American corn. 


f 
The Consulate is well located in a commodious build- 


' 
5 


ing owned by the United States. 

Consul Johnson is active and earnest in looking after 
American interests, and is very popular and influential 
with the Chinese officials and merchants, so much so, that 
if the foreign community desire any important thing accom 
plished, he is always selected to present it to, and nego- 
tiate with the Chinese officials, 

He has efficient help, his archives are in good order 
and his books well kept. He has not, however, been re- 
porting all of the unofficial fees collected, and, as the 
Department is already advised, has irregularly issued a 
great many “identification certificates" to Chinese re- 
turning to Manila for which he charged a large fee, and 
from which, as near as I could find out, he received a to- 
tal of some eight or ten thousand dollars in gold. At 
first he issued an identification certificate in each case, 


but afterwards signed sort of wholesale manifests for en- 
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I called his attention to the irregularity of the 
proceedings, and to the plain violation of the Consular 
Regulations, and consequent illegality of his action,. 
He showed me the correspondence with the Department 
concerning the question and said he was now only visding 
Chinese passports and would issue no more "identification 
certificates". 

The new conditions growing out of the situation at 
Manila, the circular of General Otis, correspondence on 
the subject which he had with the Manila port officials 
and with Consul General Wildman at Hongkong might be some 
justification for an unauthorized act in an unforseen and 
unexpected case, but certainly not for a violation of the 
published regulations, nor for an illegal practice. 

I suggest that the Department of State call upon Mr. 


Johnson for a full report of his action in the matter, in- 


cluding an explicit statement of fees received, and copies 
of the form of certificate issued and of the manifest or 
wholesale list of Chinese passengers which he signed. 

This will enable the Department to take any further 
action it may deem necessary in the case, and at the same 
time do Mr. Johnsen no . through unwarrented sus- 


picion or otherwise. 


24. 
Canton. 
Arrived Canton September 50th. Vice Consul Smith 
came on board and accompanied me on shore and to the hotel, 
On the 2nd of October called on the Viceroy Tan Chung-lin. 

He sent a large company of soldiers to the Consulate to 
conduct me, and the whole route through the city from the 
Consulate to his palace was lined with soldiers, banners, 
etc. 

He is an old man of seventy eight years, and is said 
to be very anti-foreign and disagreeable, but he treated 
me most cordially, and, 80 old residemts say, extended me 
greater courtesies, with a larger display than had ever 
been known in Canton before, 

He returned my call the next day at the Consulate, 
where I received him with all the pomp and ceremony that I 
could command. Commander Knox sent an officer with thir- 
ty sailors and marines who were drawn up in front of the 
Consulate, and all. the officers the Princeton could spare 
came with the Commander, and when the Viceroy departed 
from the Consulate, the Princeton, lying in the river just 
in front, fired a salute of nineteen guns. 

He seemed greatly pleased with his reception, and ex- 
pressed himself as much gratified over the friendly rela- 

tions existing between the United States and China, with 


which 
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which I cordially agreed. He proposed the health of the 


President and I that of the Bmperor. The same afternoon 


he ordered a gun-boat up the river, which returned the 


Princeton's salute of the morning. 


While at Canton I took up,with Rev. C.R.Hager the 


cases of persecutions of native Christians and destruction 


of missionary property at Lung Hon Li and Po Ne Ti, which 


occurred before my arrival in China. 


Consul Bedloe had attempted to settle these cases 


with the Viceroy, but had demanded such exorbitant damages; 


in one case demanding fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00) 
where the missionaries claimed only one thousand ($1000.00)- 
that the Viceroy refused to consider them as having any 
merit whatever. 

Since Mr. Bedloe's departure from Canton until the 
arrival of Vice Consul Smith, it had not been possible 
to have them properly presented. Mr. Smith, however, did 
present them in a very clear and concise manner, But the 
Viceroy, although he proposed what he deemed a fair set- 


tlement in one of the cases, refused absolutely to recog- 


nize the validity of the other, After a long conference 
with Dr. Hager he finally authorized me to try and make 


a compromise settlement of both cases with the Viceroy. 


An interview with the Viceroy was arranged, and after 
two 
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two hours discussion it was finally agreed that in the 
Lung Hon Li case three hundred and seventy dollars ($370.) 
should be paid and the missionaries select another conven- 
ient place for their chapel. In the other, Po Ne Ti case, 
it was agreed that one thousand dollars ($1000.00) should 
be paid, the missionaries to re-deed the property to their 
convert from whom they received it, and never do further 
nissionary, at that place. Since then the money has been 
duly paid over to Dr. Hager and the case ended. I donot 
think a settlement would ever have been made without my 
visit to Canton, 

There is no information concerning trade development 
at this port, of which the Department is not already in 
possession, 

The business: and reputation of the Consulate had been 
left in deplorable shape by Consul Bedloe, but wr. smith 
has been very successful in restoring it to a respectable 
condition, and it is to be hoped that a full Consul will 
soon be appointed, with such exceptional equipment and 
strength of character as will insure the excellent rep- 
utation which all the United States Consuls ought to sus- 


tain everywhere. The temptations surrounding the Canton 


Consulate are constant and alluring, the ardent desire 


and determination of the Chinese to go from there to the 
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United States, coupled with their extreme cleverness in 
offering bribes etc., make it a very difficult place to 
fill, and only a very strong man should be sent there, 


While at Canton, although I made diligent inquiry, I 


did not hear a single person speak a good word for mr. 
Bedloe, but everyone, missionaries, merchants, customs and 
consular officials testified to his questionable practices 
or his disgraceful and immoral conduct. At Hongkong, 
where much of his time was spent and his conduct known, 


a common expression of surprise was heard from the best 


citizens that such a man should be distinguished with of- 
ficial place. 

Because of this and what has already been reported to 
the Department by Consul General Goodnow and Vice Consul 
Smith, I wired the Department that he ought not te be re- 
turned te China, and I take this occasion to strongly . 
phasize that expression of my opinion. 

I noticed that Mr. Smith was called upon to vise a 
considerable number of passports for students going to the 
United States. I do not know What the practice is upon 
their landing at our ports, but unless on landing a suf- 
ficient bond is taken to insure their return to China af- 
ae un prove 
a most — avenue for many laborers te find their 18 
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way into our fields and shops. 

The Consulate is beautifully located on Shameen Is- 
land, the books are being well kept and everything appar=- 
ently in goed order. 

Here, as elsewhere, the Americans are taking the lead 


in school. and hospital work, and mission schools and hos- 


* 


pitals are deing great good. 


Dr. Kerr, one ef the oldest residents in China, and | 
whe has perhaps made the greatest reputation and attained 
the widest fame of any Doctor ef Medicine in the Empire, 
has recently established here a hospital for the insane, 


the first in all China, and is giving these people a val- 


vable object lessen in the treatment of their unfortunates — 


be 
which must. productive of good. I sailed for Hongkong 


October 6th and arrived there the 7th. 

The Princeton had been ordered to leave me here, and 
return to Manila on or before October 20th. Hence I took 
my formal leave of Commander Knox and his officers, every 
one of whom had throughout the whole trip extended me 
every courtesy and rendered every possible assistance in 


making my tour pleasant and in every way profitable. They 


all won my highest esteem and earned my sincerest grati-~ 


tude, Personnally te each of them, and in a letter te 


etre: 
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Commander Knox, copy enclosed, I expressed my most grate~ 


ful appreciation. Thus ended my voyage on the Princeten 


which was throughout most interesting and instructive, 


Hongkong. 

The Princeton ran inte Hengkong for coal September - 
28th, and saluted the port which was promptly returned by 
by an Bnglish man-oef-war in the harbor, 

I called on Sir Harry Blake, the Governor General, at 
Government House, and he returned my call on board, Cen- 
mander Knox having the proper salute fired for him on his 
departure. Sailed for Canten the 29th. 

On my return from Canton I had te wait for several 
days for the 8. Porac on which I took passage for Shanghai, 

I visited the United States Consul General and dis- 
cussed many matters of mutual official interest, dined 


with Governor General Blake and attended a breakfast given 


by Mr. Whitehead, Manager of the Chartered Bank of India, 
Australia and China, at which were present the leading 
business men of Hongkong. 


I visited the docks and,with Lieutenant Hebsen, went 


over the three captured Spanish war vessels; “Isla de Cuba, 


"Islade: Luzon” and "Don Juan" which were being repaired. 
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They were very little injured in the fight and had 


suffered comparitively little damage in their six months 
at the bottom of Manila Bay. They were nearly ready fer 
service again, 

Soochow and Hanchow. 

Sailed October 10th on the O. and 0.Steamship "Doric* 
for Shanghai, arrived there Octeber 14th and on the 16th 
teok house boats with Consul General Goodnow and other 
Americans for Soochow where I had been invited by the 
Presbyterian missionaries to assist at the opening of a 
hospital for women and children, built and partially en- 
dowed by a Mr. Teoker, a wealthy philanthropist of Phil- 


adelphia. 


Seochow is situated on the Grand Canal eighty miles 


from Shanghai from which it is reached by a creek or river 


of the same name. 


Great preperations had been made for our arrival. The 


Acting Governor, the Taotai. with a large centingent of 


lesser officials, the Comnissioner of Customs and a Com 


mittee of Missionaries met us at the landing and conduct- 


ed us in grand procession te the hospital. 


The hospital was = inspected by all, including the 


Chinese efficials, who were much pleased with its appoint- 


‘ments. A Denqnet wae given ant brief qpecches uate in 
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31. 
which the Chinese efficials joined and preneunced it a 
most worthy and needed philanthrephy, and promised it 
their care and pretection, 

It isa splendid institution, its opening was most . 
auspicious, and it will do much te encourage a better 
feeling between foreigners and Chinese, and te generally 
benefit missionary work. 

Since its epening the wife ef one of the Chinese of- 
ficials present on the occasion has been admitted as a pa- 
tient in the hospital, a mest unusual eccurrence, 

Prom here we traversed the Grand Canal to Hanchov, 
stepping at the ancient city of Kaishing, where the South- 
ern Presbyterian Mission has a mission school and hospit- 
al, 

Hanchow is the capital of the province of Chekiang, 


and is one of the most famous and interesting cities of 


Empire. 


T spent the day visiting the schools, missions and 


9 
hospitals of the Northern and of the Seuthern Presbyte- 


rians, which are extensive, largely attended, and making 


great pregress in beth educational and missionary werk. 


This trip took me through one ef the most peopuleus 
4 


‘districts of China, a great rice, silk and cotten growing 
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__ mere thickly covered with boats than the most frequented 

country reads at home with vehicles. 

Seochow and Hanchow are two very large and impertant 
3 pests. The number ef American missionaries 
in this district is very great, and new, since they have 
been made open perts, fereign business is increasing, and, 
if preperly leoked after and enceuraged,important benefits 
te American trade ought te result. 

I therefere recommend the early lecation of a Consul 
at Seochow with jurisdiction over Hanchew and Ningpe, 

I believe this visit will be of great mutual benefit 
te the missionaries, te myself and te the work of each. 

Arrived at Shanghai October 2lst and immediately 
bearded the United States Ship "“Menocacy", Commander Bick- 
nell, which Admiral Watson had kindly placed at my dispos~ 
al fer the trip up the Tangtase River. Sailed at 1 P. I., 
anchoring nights and arrived at Chinkiang the 23rd. 

Chinkiang is one of the smaller Chinese cities with- 
out a large business, but with important and flourishing 
American missions and schools, which are very intelligent- 
ly and faithruriy cared fer by Consul Martin. 

The Consulate is comfortably housed, the archives in 


good erder, and the books well kept. 


I visited all the missions and conferred upon and 
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33. 
advised concerning many important questions with the mis- 


sionaries. 
Nanking. 


Anchored at Nanking October 25th. The "Monocacy" sa- 
luted the port and the salute was duly returned, 

Representatives of the Viceroy and of the Taotai came 
at once on beara with the cards and compliments of their 
chiefs. I arranged with them for my call on the Viceroy at 
3. P. I., at whieh hour, accompanied by Mr. Cheshire, Con- 
mander Bicknell with three officers of the "“Monocacy" and 
Consul Martin, I called at his Yamen where we were received 
with every honor and courtesy. He returned my call on 

the 
board. next day at 3 P. I., coming in magnificent oriental 
style, sailing in a gorgeously decorated war junk towed 
by a steam launch. The Chinese forts saluted him as he 
passed as did also two Chinese men-of-war which were bril- 
liantly dressed“ and their yards manned for the oecasion, 
The “Monocacy" was also thoroughly dressed“ and saluted 
his arrival and departure with nineteen guns. 

A good lunch was spread in the Admirals cabin, pleas- 
ant and cordial greetings exchanged. 

‘The Viceroy expressed himself delighted with my visit 


te the port, and insisted upon giving me a feast,which he 


did at 12 o*eloek on the 27th. It was a very elaborate and 
enjoyable 


enjeyable affair. 

The Vicerey had read by one of his Interpreters a 
brief speech ef which I enclese a copy. 

I replied as briefly, cengratulating him en the pre- 
egress being made at Shanghai, Nanking and ether places in 
his e and particularly on the good work being 
dene by the scheols, hospitals etc. 

After the breakfast, under the direction of the Tao=- 
tal and a representative of the Vicerey, I visited the na- 
val and military schools, beth ef which are employing fer- 
eign instructers and are making good progress. At the 
military scheol the cadets gave an exibition drill, going 
through all the company movements, including skirmish 
drill, with accuracy and precision, They were commanded 
by one ef their own number, and shew that with preper 
training and good equipment they can make effective seld- 
iers. 

Here are three large and flourishing American hes- - 
pitals, several crowded schools and impertant missions, 


all deing effective werk and cerdially referred te by the 


Vicerey. I visited them all. On the evening of October 


25th a reception was given me at the Quaker scheel and 
Khespital, where seventy-ene fereigners were present, near- 


ly all Americans. 


In view ef the very large missionary interest here, 
‘much larger than at Chinkiang,--the premise ef increasing 
business since it has beceme an epen pert,and because it 
is the capital and heme ef the Viceroy, I would suggest 


the prepriety ef moving the Consulate frem Chinkiang te 


Nanking. 


Hankew. 
On arriving at Hanke, Octeber Slst, the "Menecacy" 
saluted the pert with twenty-ene guns which was duly re- 
turned from the ferts ef Wu Chang opposite. Calls and sa- 
lutes were alse exchanged with Admiral Seymour on the 
British war ship Alaerity“. 

The Taetai, with representative ef Vicerey, called at 
2P.M. same day and arranged fer me te call en the Vicerey 
at 11 A.M.next day at his Yamen in Wu Chang. 

Called en the Vicerey Nevember ist and was received 
in the same gorgeous style as by the other Vicereys. He 
returned my call at 4 P.M. remaining on beard the "Menoca- 
ey" fer nearly twe hours. He expressed his gratification 
ever the centinued friendly relatiens between our twe ceun- 
tries and wished that they might have mere Americans and 
American business in China. Said he was very anxious . 


that the Hankew-Canten railway sheuld be built and built 
by 


by Americans, that he did everything he could during the 


survey te pretect the surveyors and facilitate their werk. 


Said Mr. Cary (the representative of the American China 


Develepment Cempany) was delaying and obstructing negoti- 


ations by demanding concessions to open and operate mines 
before he would agree to a detailed contract, that the peo- 
ple in the province of Hunan were so opposed to foreigners 
generally, and were so determined to keep the mines to 
work themselves, that such concessions could not be grant- 
ed there now, ete. He therefore asked me instruct Mr. . 
Cary to demand nothing but the railroad, and the contract 
could easily be completed. I replied that wr. Cary in- 
formed me that it was Sheng Tajen, Director General of 
railroads, who was responsible for the delay., that he had 
been continually obstructing negotiations by insisting up- 
on impossible details etc. He said Sheng was not doing 
that now, and that he was afraid that if sheng and Mr. 
Cary did not complete their contract some other national- 
ity would finally get the line and this he would very much 
regret. I told him he need not worry about that, if the 


Chinese government would only do its part, that our people 


had made the original contract in good faith, had already 


expended much money in preliminary surveys and other work 


and 
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and were anxious to go on with it, and that I should in- 


and my Government would insist, 
sist that all the rights accruing to American citizens 


A 
under their eli any contract must be preserved and 
such negotiations concluded as will enable the work to go 
on ete. 

This Viceroy, Chang Chi-tung, next to Li Hung-chang, 
is the ablest and most progressive official I have met in 
China. He is an author and scholar of considerable at tain- 
ments. He has established in Hankow iron works, steel 
rolling mill and an arsenal employing nearly four thousand 
men which are turning out seventy-five tons of steel rails, 
and twenty-five mauser rifles every day, and several rapid 
fire guns of the Krupp model every month, with a prospect 
of a largely increased output in the near future. 

This is the great tea center of China and the place 
of manufacture of all the “brick tea“ which goes to Rus- 
sia. They have also a flourishing cotton mill and are now 
building an extensive grass cloth factory . 

The Belgians are doing a little work here on their 
a e railway line, erecting stations, grading etc, 
Hankow is very important now, but by reason of the above 
facts, of its assured railroad center and its great water 
route to the sea, it is certain to be China's greatest in- 
ternal metropolis. 
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I visited all the schools and missions, breakfasted 


with the Vieeroy and inspected the Consulate. 


The Consulate is centrally located and admirably 
housed, the books and archives were in order, and Consul 


Wileox apparently doing conscientious work. 


Kiukiang. : 
Arrived at Kiukiang November 4th. Here, as at most 
of the other ports are good American schools and hospit- 
als, all of which I visited, 


It is from this port that the "Kuling Estate", the 
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great summer resort of the Yangtsze, is reached. It is 
a small but beautiful valley four thousand feet above the : 
sea, has abundance of good water and pure air, and is 
eighteen miles distant from Kiukiang. 

To the missionaries of the Yangtsze valley the place 
is a veritable "God send", because the heat at all the | 


river ports as far up as I-chang,is excessive, malaria is ö 


very prevalent and trips to Japan and the seaside resorts 
are expensive. 

A fairly good road has been constructed up the moun- 
taim side at an expense of ten thousand dollars, up which 
chairs ean be carried, and already one hundred and twenty 


homes have been built, and over eight hundred foreigners 


resided | 


ap a oF 2 


ae! 
resided there during a part of last sumer. 


fe 


The place has deen started only four years, and even 
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now more room is needed. The property originally was put in- 


tea trust called the "Kuling Estate"and although most of 


the lots have been 501d to individuals, yet it is prima- 
rily controlled by trustees, ‘but it is practically man- 
aged by a council elected by the property owners, 
The land adjoining the Estate is all Government own- 
ed, and the 9 and council are now trying to buy 
more, but because of the opposition of one small magis~- 


trate their efforts so far have failed. 


The missionaries at Nanking and Hankow informed me of 


their trouble, and that they were sending petitions for 
aid to the British and American Legations at Peking. 

I therefore,while there,deemed it wise to visit and 
inspect the place. The Taotai sent a guard of twenty- 
five soldiers who- escorted me up the mountain to Kuling, 
where I spent: the day carefully examining the whole situ- 
ation and am satisfied that the community not only needs 
more land, but that finally they will have to secure some 
form of a foreign 601 settlement in order to 
provide necessary and proper sanitary and polis. control, 


and I shall at the proper time give the matter careful 


consideration 


consideration. 
Wuhu, 

At Wuhu I was met by the Taotai who called on board 
with want formality and welcomed me to the city with 
great cordiality. I returned his call next day, taking 
with me à guard of sailors and marines who created quite 
a sensation as they marched through the crowded streets. 
Mr. cakes the Commissioner of Customs, entertained me 
and showed me every possible courtesy. 

I found here at the Methodist mission one of the most 
successful and popular hospitals in China, under the or- 
trol of Dr. Hart. He has recently treated a brother of 
Li Hung-ehang, and performed a most difficult surgical 
operation upon his son, Lord Li, which has given him a 
most enviable reputation among the official and mandarin 
class. 

It is always good fortune for our schools and hos- 
pitals to secure the good will and patronage of the higher 
and educated classes, for up to the present, their stu- 
dents and patients have usually come from the lower class- 
es and poorer people, 

Returned to Shanghai at 9 P.M. November llth, and on 
the morning of the 12th left the "Monocacy® having made a 


most interesting and successful trip. 


Commander 
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Commander Bicknell and all the officers and men par- 


ed no pains in their efforts to make every moment pleasant 
and profitable. 

I expressed to them personally and in a formal letter 
to Commander Bicknell my high “appreciation of their kind- 
ness and my sincere gratitude therefor. 

On the evening of November 183th, the "American Asso- 
“ciation of China" made me their guest at a largely attend- 
ed dinner at the Shanghai Club. 

The President of the Association, Mr.F.E.Haskell, 
proposed my health and made the speech of welcome. I re- 
sponded briefly, and appropriate toasts and responses 
were made by others. It was a very interesting occasion, 
and gave me an opportunity to meet personally most of the 

leading Americans in China. T enclose a copy of the 
e 

Journal of the Association containing the whole proceed- 
ings. 

The Association is somposed of both missionaries and 
merchants, is intensely patriotic, keenly alive to Ameri- 
can interests and it is certainly to be hoped that a large 
measure of success will erown their efforts. 
Tientsin. 
Sailed on the 15th for Tientsin on the China Merchant 


steamer 
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steamer "Hsin Yi" . Arrived there SO On sailing 
up the Peiho River the forts were all again decorated and | 
salutes were fired. I ealled formally on the Viceroy on 
the 19th, accompanied by Consul Ragsdale and Mr. Cheshire. 

The usual elaborate Chinese luncheon was served, and gen- 
eral eordial and friendly conversation took place. He re- 
turned my call 1 the Consulate on the 20th, accompanied 
by the Taotad, lesser officials and interpreters. I en- 
tertained them with light refreshments. We discussed the 
trade possibilities of Tientsin, the probabilities of riv- 
er and harbor improvements, and the cordial and friendly 


relations existing between our two countries. 


He agreed that something should and must done toward 4 
removing the bar at the mouth of the river and to improve 
the river itself. Said they were closing some of the lat- 
eral canals which had been made for irrigafyion and other 
purposes, and that this would help some, ai that they 
had not the large amount of money which would be necessary 
to make and preserve a channel through the dar. 


I emphasized the necessity and importance of doing 


this work before it should be too late, and suggested the 
possibility of an early repayment of even a large expendi- 
ture by the inereased trade and revenue that would come 
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as a result of the improvement. He again said the Chinese 
people and govermment were too poor to do it now and cor- 


@ially took his leave. g 


I do not believe the Chinese fully appreciate the in- 
portance of this work. At present all steamers must anchor 
some eight or ten miles outside at low tide, and all the 
large ones must 1 their cargo even at high tide. The 
weather is frequently so rough, and lighterage is always 
so expensive that the burden upon shipping is tremendous, 

A new port and harbor has been located about two hun- 
dred miles further up the coast . called Chin 
Wang-tao, and it is claimed a good and safe harbor can be 
there constructed. It will have the advantage over Tient~ 
sin of being open all winter, and if it should be made be- 
fore the necessary improvements are made here, the ship- 
ping would be diverted thence, and Tientsin as a sea port 
would practically be abandoned, I expect to make this 
new port the subject of a special despatch. 

Consul Ragsdale has made recently such a full, com 
prehensive and detailed report of the trade of Tientsin 
shat bs comment is unnecessary. 


The Consulate here is centrally located, with ample 


a room for office and residence, the books and archives are 
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44. 
patriotie service for American interests, 

I arrived at Peking November 2lst, having been absent 
just three months and found every thing in order. Mr. 
Squiers had by eareful and painstaking work attended to 
every detail, and by frequent communication & @ with 
me by mail and telegraph, and by giving such attention as 
was possible to the Department and other mail that conven- 
iently reached me during my several stops at Shanghai, the 
current business was kept up during my absence. 

My visits to the several Consulates have impressed me 
with the fact that our Consuls as a class compare very 
favorably with those of other nations. 

Although they are not so well trained to the work as 
their Buropean colleagues, yet this largely compensated 
for by a broader scope and better Weed of business. 


The Buropean Consuls, however, are greatly advantaged 


over ours because most of them speak and understand the 


Chinese language. This is a most valuable equipment sinee 
it is impossible to secure good interpreters. At all of 


our Consulates except three (and two of these are half 


breeds) Chinese interpreters are employed, and in critical 


times, or upon important questions, it is impossible to 
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Most of our Consulate scandals can be easily traced 


to the lever dishonesty of the Chinese interpreters, and 


they ought to all to be got rid of as soon as possible, 
Por the present the salaries of interpreters should be in- 
creased so that Americans might be employed at every Con- 
sulate, and in the meantime, as I have heretofore suggest 
ed, provision wine be made for a corps of students who 
ean at once begin the study of the Chinese language at Pe- 
king, with an assurance of sueh permanent salary and oppore 
tunity for promotion, as will attract good and capable 
young men to the service. 
Thas tour has been a very important and valuable one 

in several ways. It has given me an acquaintance with 
the Consuls, with their environment; their capacity to 
manage affairs, the officials with whom they have to deal, 
with the missionaries, their general work, their schools, 
their hospitals and their various methods of dealing with 
Chinese officials,as:well as the treatment which they re- 
ceive from the local officials, This will aid me greatly 
in handling the numerous cases that are continually coming 
to the Legation. | 

: Tt has also given me an opportunity to know something 
of the traits of character of the several Viceroys, to 


ascertain 
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ascertain their feelings towards foreigners generally, and 
the Americans in particular, to measure somewhat their 
een tn thus be better able to treat with or ad- 
vise upon any question eoming from them to the Legation, 

As I have already reported, I have been everywhere 
treated with the greatest courtesy and consideration, , and 
assurances of or will to Americans have been iterated 
and reiterated by every official, and yet I have taken it 
all with more than one grain of salt, taken it largely as 
usual expressions of exeessive Chinese politeness, and by 
no means meaning all it seems, 

It is never-the-less true that Chinese respect power 
more than anything else. They know of our fleet in the 
Philippines, and of the general movement of our power to- 
towards the Orient, but they ea only be made really sen- 
sible or the fact by seeing it. Hence an extended tour of 
even one ship with a Minister on board means very much to 
them, and especially at a time when other great powers are 
so eontinually in evidence. 

There’ was much speculation everywhere as to just what 
the trip was being made for, and with what future purpose 
in view. I apprehend that very much of the extravagant 
courtesy and consideration of the Chinese officials was 
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due to this very uncertainty. 

As long as the present uncertainty in regard to the 
future of China exists, it will be wise to have just as 
many and as frequent visits of our 3 to Chinese va- 
ters as possible, so that European powers, as well as the 
Chinese government, may see that we have an abiding inter- 
est in this country, which we propose to carefully look 
after whether China breaks up, or her integrity is pre- 
served. 

There is already a very noticeable difference in the 
Chinese government's estimation of and respect for British 
power and influence, sinee the South African trouble/be- 

| did 
gan. They do not believe her nearly so formidable as they, 
three months ago. 

The excellent and comprehensive trade reports made 
by all the Consuls and the exhaustive presentation of all 
necessary and possible information in the reports of the 
Bureau of Statistics by Mr. Austin have, as I have said 
above, made it useless for me to aii them. 

Our trade may be largely increased here, and our idle 


capital find profitable investment in railroad, mining and 


‘business development, if only authorized representatives 


“equipped with power and capital would come over and re- 
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48. 
Chinese officials and Chinese methods, make them the 
Chinese - understand their authority and be assured of 
their financial strength, and with full power to act 
promptly upon important questions and at opportune times, 
Whatever opportunities treaty agreements or n 


tion may give to trade, its suecessful development always 


has, and tape will depend upon the men and the capi tal 
engaged in it, Chinese business must be done here, It can- 
not be successfully done at arms length. 
IT enclose herewith copies of my letters to Admiral 
7 Watson and Commanders Knox and Bicknell, and I respect- 
fully request the Department to express to the Honorable 
Secretary of the Navy my very high appreciation ot, and 


sincere gratitude for his courteous treatment of this Le- 


\ gation and consequent aid to its work in china. 

: The expense of the trip was twelve hundred and f- 
teen dollars and sixty-three cents ($1215.63), an account 

. of whieh, with accompanying vouchers, is rendered herewith, 
and I have this day made draft on the Secretary of state 
for the amount. 

I have the honor to be, 
sar, 


Your obedient servant 


Address of Vieeroy Hu Ying Kwei, at Foochow, Septen- 
ber, 16th, 1899, 

2. Mr. Conger to Commander Knox, Oetober 7th, 1899, 

3, Remarks of Vieeroy Lie Kuen-i, October 27th, 1899, 


4. Mr. Conger to Commander Bieknell, November 12th, 1899, 


: : 


38. Copy of Journal of The American Association of China, 
Vol.l. No.3, 


6. Mr. Conger to Rear Admiral Watson, November — 


7. Aeeounts as above LO ai mn ebe 


n a 


= Fi 3 


WW. / in Despatch 10 2 


— —— 2 2 0 3 22 —ä— —— —UEñj—ͤ— ee — —„— —— — — ee 


Address of the Vieerey Hu Ying Rwe i, at Foechow, 


September 18th, 1899. 


To His Excelleney, the American Minister. 
Sir:- 

I feel highly honoured by yeur presente at this ban- 
que t, being the third eccasion ef our meeting since your 
arrival. 

I have heard much of your prominence as an Anmerican 
citizen, but it is only in these three days that I have the 
pleasure of making your persopal acquaintance, 

T am well awaré of the friendly relations existing 
between your country and China, which I trust you will always 
use your pewerful interest te further by instructing your 


Consuls at the Treaty Perts te conduct all negotiations 


with the local authorities in a friendly and peaceful spirit 


as far as possible. 
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I avail myself with great pleasure of this oppertunity 
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of tendering you a hearty welcome to Foochow, trusting that 
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the friendship commenced in such an auspicious manner may 


preve a lasting one, and serve . to cement the good relations 


subsisting 
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subsisting between our respactive countries. 


I beg te prepese the health of the President ef the 
United States, wishing him peace te his ceuntry, the happi- 
ness and prosperity of his peeple, and health and a very 


pleasant veyage te Your Excellency. 
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Mr. Conger te Captain Knox. 

Hong Kong, Oct. 7, 1899. 
My Dear Captain Mex: 

Having arrived at Hong Keng, that pere 
tion of the tour of the Consulates to which the PRINCETON 
was assigned by Admiral Watson, is practically finished. Te 
me it has been a most delightful and instructive cruise, 
and I cannot leave the ship without expressing to you and 
your staff my hearty appreciation of the willing and po- 
tential aid you have all, in every vay, af all times, ren- 
dered in making the trip an eminent success. 

Every possible courtesy has been censtantly extended 
me by yourself and every officer and sailor under your conm- 
mand; all ef which has won my sincere admiration and re- | | 


spect; and I assure you that I shall treasure the recol- 


lection of my voyage on the PRINCETON as one of the nost 
delightful, interesting and valuable of my experiences in 


the Orient. 
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1 beg you, therefore, my dear Captain, te accept the 
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assurance of my personal gratitude, and to kindly tender 
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to each and every one of your officers my heartfelt thanks. 
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Will you not also bear to Admiral Watson my grateful 


acknowledgments of his kindness in sending the good ship 


PRINCETON en this important public service? 
I shall write te him personally as well as to the 
Secretary of the Navy at the completion of my tour. 
With best wishes for the success of the PRINCETON and 
the continued health and presperity of all on beard, 
I an, 
Yours Very Sincerely 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 


Te 
Henry Knox, 
Commander United States Navy, 


Commanding U.S.S.PRINCETON, 


Rong Kong. 
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Remarks ef the Vieerey Liu Kuen-i, as read by his 


Interpreter, October 27th, 1899. 


I speak on behalf of His Excellency, the Vieeroy. It 
comes te my mind to say that China ought te take such an 
upright position among the nations ef the wprld as te se- 
eure the friendship of some of the great nations. And among 
all the countries of the world it seems to me that America 
is ene of the greatest and noblest. It is therefore my sin- 
cerest hope that the most kind and friendly relations may 
continue te exist between our twe countries, and that out 
these cordial relations may come opportune good for Ch ina. 

Please then Your Excellency and all the officers pre- 


sent, te be kind eneugh to take with ge this glass of wine, 


and with my most sincere congratulations and compliments 
drink the health of your great National President, of Your 
Excellency and all. 

IT am delighted to meet and welcome you here, and I 
wish you safe and pleasant travels in China and peace, 


health and presperity wherever you may go. 
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Mr. Conger to Captain Bicknell. 
on ani U.S.S.MONGCACY, 
Shanghai, Nov. 12th, 1899. 
My Dear Captain Bicknell, 


For three weeks I have been your 


i a oe 


guest on the U.S.8S.MONOCACY, which the Navy Departzent 


kindly furnished te carry me on official trip of inspec- 


tion of the Censulates and Treaty Perts along the Yangtze 


$y 


river. 


It has been most interesting from start te finish, 


ee Cs 


and the generous and intelligent assistance you and your 


ern 


staff have rendered me in all functions, whether private 
er offie tal, have done very much to make it seo. 

1 have received during all the voyage the most con- 
siderate and courteous attentions from yourself and every 
efficer and man under your cemmand. 

Por all ef which I beg to temder you, and through you 
te all on board, the expressien of ry sincere appreciation 
thereof, and my profeund gratitude therefer. 


I shall send te the Admiral a personal acknowledgnent 


of his kindness in detailing you and your geod ship fer this 


important 
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important publie service; and, disembarking, shall bear 
with me always the pleasant recollections of this cruise 
up and dewn the Yangtze. 

Thanking you again, dear Captain, and wishing contin- 
ued health and prosperity for the entire MONOCACY family, 

I an, 
Your Sincerely, 
(Signed) B.H.Conger. 
Te 
George A. Bicknell, 
Commander United States Navy, 


Commanding U.8.S,.MONOCACY, 
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MINISTER CONGER, 


It was most fitting that the first social 
function undertaken by thix Association 
should have consisted 


Se oe 


— — 


a manifestation ok 


that high regard which the members of | 


f 


ion hold toward 


body without exception 
their chief representative in China, the 
Hon. E. H. Conger. 

By means of his visitation to the various 


for that high type of manhood with which 
none can come into contact without feeling 
a welcome sense of its influence. It has, 
therefore, been a great and one 
that will be long remembered, that the 
members of this isolated body of Americans 
have been enabled to show, in a measure, 
the high regard with which he is esteemed, 
while the best wishes of the membership 
go with him throughout his future career. 

On Monday, November 13th, members 
and guests of the Association, nearly sixt 
in number, had the pleasure of dining wi 
Mr. Come as their guest at the Shanghai 
Club. President of the As-ociation, 
Mr. F. E. Haskell, acted as Toast-master 
and when the proper time arrived, in a few 
appropriate words the health of 

President of the United States. 

This toast met with hearty response and, 
led by the band, America” was sung by 
a larger number of her sons than had ever 
r China 


Mr. Haskell then proposed the health of 
Mr. , as follows: 

Hon. Mr. Conger and Gentlemen, —It is 
— ee Wy a that I rise to express 
on the American Association of 
China, their ap iation of the honour 
that our done us in being pre- 
sent at our dinner to-night. 

We have to — Mr. Conger on 
the completion of an extended visit to the 
middle and southern treaty ports, which 
we trust has been successful and satis- 

; he has made the acquaintance of 


— 2 „ 
intercourse he better their 
position and needs in the East. His wide 


@ as representing our country in 


| other countries will carry great weight 


13 


— — — ee ee ee —— — 


with the opinions he may form and the re- 
presentations he may make to his Govern- 
ment. 


He has been in communication with qur 


Consuls at the various ports, has seen the 
working of our Consular system, and we 
hope that, if he has not done so, 
he will form an opinion now on the 
question of civil service reform. We need 
trained Consular clerks who are not to be 
changed with every administration. But 
what is still more important is trained in- 
terpreters, paid a fair salary with a pension 
in prospect ; at present it seems to us that 
we are dependent on the charity of our 
missionary brethren at nearly all the ports 
for ‘he filling of these important posts. I 
do not doubt their ability and know! 
of the language, but I believe it must 
very difficult for the gentlemen with an 
education in the literary language of the 
country to fully comprehend bu.iness and 
legal technicalities which must necessarily 
come before them in the duties of a Con- 
sular interpreter and judge. The American- 
Asiatic Association recently added a e ause 
to its constitution, vis: that a further 
object of that Association would be to agi- 
tate for Consular reform. This  ssociation 
has been asked to co-operate ; if it does, 
we shall mbly have to seek our 
Minister's advice and assistance. This is 
my excuse, if any is necessary, for pont 
ing from the strict lines of a speech of wel- 
come in introducing this subject. 

We trust that Mr. Conger has not found 

levances ng our citizens at the 

oiher teats ; we here have none that I 
know of, which jm one sense is unfortunate 
for me, inasmyZh as it causes a lack of sub- 
igh to speak. 


give us-his assistance it redressing our 
ronus. Since he has assumed charge of 
the Legation at Peking we have had to ask 
his assistance im several matters of import- 
ance ; he has always taken them up with 
alacrity and „and we have no doubt 
that it was y due to him that the 
United States has maintained the open 
door policy, which we are happy to learn, 


from a telegram recently received, has 


been pressed upon and considered f«vour- 


ably by Russia and Germany. It was with 
a feeling of dismay that we some time ago 
learned of the abandonment of the open 
door icy by the British Government 
and, as it seemed, by our own as well. 
You will remember that this Association 
made some representations on this subject 
to the State Dej t through Minister 

. The American-Asiatic Association 
also forwarded their own and our views. 
These did not seem to be received as being 


of much importan e and th's is the first 


come intimation that our Government has 
eemed the prospect of certain portions of 
the Chinese Empire being closed to us, a 
serious one, For this chenge of view I 
feel sure that we have, in 4 great measure 
at least, to thank Mr. Conger. And, be- 
sides, I think it shows that the work of 
this Association is net wasted; that our 
opinions do meet with consideration, and 
that we can do good work in furthering 
the interests of our Commercial, Educa- 
tional, and Religious bodies. 

That part of the telegram I refer to 
which says that the policy of the United 
States is aimed at preventing the dismem- 
berment of China is one which I am sure 
this Association and our Minister heartily 
endorse. At the same time China has to 
aid by doing something to help herself. It 
would only be repeating what has been 
said by so many eminent men who have 
in the past few years investigated the 
situation of Chinese affairs to enlarge on 
this subject. We feel assured that our 
Minister will lose no opportunity of press- 
ing on the Chinese the necessity of reform 
in their judicial, military, and civil service 
departments, and to afford protection to 
all those to whom they have granted treat 
rights, whether Commercial, — 
or Missio With the beneficial effects 


of such a policy before them, and the great 
advantages they will derive from following 
it, further privileges which we seek from 
them will soon be granted. 

We extend a hearty welcome to Mr. 


ma rege. 
. 


amy, then replied as follo 

I as ws — 
My felluw Cou Members of 
the American A ion of China. 


r 
ress m i is reception 
— —— welcome. It touches me 
deeply, I appreciate it 
and thank you 
means take it 
sure, «nly an 
for that splendid country, of which, in 
this far off land, I happen to be an 
humble official representative and of 
which you are all honourable and patriotic 
citizens. I will permit no man to go before 
me in love of his country, devotion to her 
interests and pride in her achievements ; 
and yet I do not believe it necessary or 
proper to be continually singing ur own 
However, recent events have so 
1inently projected our power and in- 
— across the Pacitic, it is by no 
means ina priate or unseemly in a 
gathering of American Citizens, at this 
time and in this place to briefly allude to 
what we have done, what we are doing, and 
what we may do. 
You all know how, in response to the 
and tender heart-throbs of the 
hristian — the United States, the 
Government year raised its arm and 
struck a blow for humanity in the Atlantic. 
But in order to insure the success of that 
movement, it was that at the 
same time, a heavy hand should be laid 
on certain islands in the Pacific. That 
hand was the Asiatic Squadron under the 
command of the dauntless Dewey; and 
his unique and unparalleled achievement 
has hosted: the American flag in the 
Orient, where, notwithstanding the de- 
magogic cries of ‘*‘ Anti-Expansion” and 
the unpatriotic echoes of *‘ Anti-[mperial- 
ism,” it will continue to float until our 


beyond measure, 
ly. But I by no 
to myself. It iv, I am 


pledge of humanitarianixm has been ful- 
tilled. President McKinley, who has 
clearly proven himself the peer uf Washing- 


ton Lincoln, has unreservedly 

this promise to the world; his courage 
and capacity already exhibited guarantees 
its. fulfillment. And the mack. of the 
recent elections in Ohio and other st. tes 


ie expressinn of love 
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increased American shipping 
facilities must be provided, ocean cables 
must be started, and 
business arrangements evolved. 

To a country whose single century of ac- 
hievements is al er unparalleled in the 
history of the d, all this should not and 
will not be a difficult task, but it will wisely, 
justly and speedily be accomplished. 

I fancy I hear say, But we are now in 
China; and laudably interested as you are 
in business and 1 work here, you 
naturally inquire the relevancy of these 
remarks to the matter in hand to-night. 

I simply reply that the events mentioned 
have, so far as we are concerned, suddenly 
bridged the Pacific Ocean, and placed the 
United States face to face with the Chinese 
problem with a nearness and a potency not 
existing heretofore. 

All this is most opportune; China, with 
her unequalled conservatism has for cen- 
turies succeeded in walling out all scientific 
research with its resultant progress and 
trade development. But the unselfish and 
heroic work, which, for so many years, 
the Christian teachers and workers 
have been doing, and the splendid 
schools and hospitals founded by them 
are evidencing a most h peful and pro- 
gressive movement; advancing western 
civilisation from without, and the pres- 
sure of stern necessities and enlightened 
demands from within are breaking down 
the thick walls of blind prejudice, and 
now China is, herself, opening the gates 
and actually inviting foreign education, 
skill, capital and invention to her aid. 
Railroads are to be built, mountains ex- 
plored, mines opened and operated, high- 
ways constructed, waterways conserved, 
factories !uilt and her hidden resources 
brought to light. Hosts of her unnum- 

population are to be diverted from 
the grinding toil of simply digging from 
the earth the food necessary to sustain 
life, and directed to other labours which 


[4] 


— — 


will create Wealth which will eh 


something ; something to give profitable | 
occupation ; something to sell avd so. 


furnish something wherewith to buy. 

The extent this resourceful move- 
ment is not yet clearly foreseen, but its 
pos-ibilities are heliewed to be limitless ; 
and if China courageously meets the re- 
sponsibilities of thy present si uation, and 
avails herself of the advantages offered, 
great pre is before her, immense 
wealth is within her reach, and a prosperous 
future will be hers. 

This internal development means im- 
portant and increased commercial inter- 
course with the other nations of the world. 
Hence, I saythe permanent planting of our 


close proximity to this great | 


in suc 
— now opening empire is most o portune. 
As There is a tide in the affairs of men 
which, taken at its fluod, 
fortune,” 
sex of international trade development, 
which taken at its flood leads on to success- 
ful business achievement; and whoever 
with the greatest speed and the best 


intelligence, takes advantage of the flood | 


and secures the most advantageous an- 
chorage before the ebb, will gather the 
richest cargo. 

Of course, political policies and 


trade ard intercourse between their re- 


than in the Orient to-day. 

t is neither prudent nor permissible, 
nor is it necessary for me to discuss these 
questions on this occasion. It may, how- 
ever, be safely assumed by every loyal 
and patriotic American citizen that eve 
reasonable, just and honourable effort wi 
be made by his Government to give him 


n and to at all times protect 
im, and safe-guard his vested rights and 
interests. 

Opportunit es being given, either through 
treaty stipulations, legislative enactments, 
or executive orders, success of missionary 


work or trade development must depend 


upon private personal effort. 
Our business people are just beginning 
to understand this. 1 Heretofore we have 
= | at home, and with the 
profits that came from 


leads ou to 
so there is a tide in the great 


of it 


late you here, and 
home who 
ices 
between nations, must always a the 
which honest effort, fair dealing, and in- 
2 e subjects, and nowhere in «a greater 


building up our own ncvnntry and 
its own wants, we have neither 
care for foreign trade. Our — 


have, with few exceptions, and I am glad 


to see some of those present here to-night, 
been unwilling to spend the time or money 


to discover the demands of fc.reign markets 
or intelligently to meet them. 

Now this i- changed, and our accumulated 
capital and products are looking beyond 
our own borders; but I am sorry tu say, 
in many quarters ‘of the globe, are waiting 
for and depending ton much upon the 
action and ais ance of the Government. 

Experience has shown, and I could 

you many examples under my own 
— that the way to get foreign, as 
well as any other business is to yo after ity 
go after it marrage ony my LS go after it 
intelligen t go After it get it. 

I — —— advise a literal adoption of 
David Harum's version of the golden rule, 
but IT am sure a somewhat free 

would be ueither 13 
inappropriate, riz ; er 
competitors can 4 and profitably do, do, 
der be sure and do it first. 

— my fellow citizens, I congratu- 
r associates at 
have embarked in Asiatic 

Christian work or Oriental trade, and I 
wish you al: the prosperity and success 


dustrious, intelligent endeavour can merit. 


_ You will have the lively sympathy and 
| legit mate aid and protection of your Gov- 


ernment in every such effort at all times; 


and for myself, and all the United States 


ofticials in the public service in China, I 
can pledge an un ing interest in all 


pour undertakings and a constant watch- 
fulness and care for your interests. 
favourable opportunities for business or | 


On the other hand, on behalf of your 
Government, the care of whose best in- 
terests is highest official duty, I ask for 
us your cordial ial aid and co-operation with 


the hope that out of all may come profit to 


rosperity to China, honour to the 
Jukel States and to all. 
and Navy was then 
Goodnow as f — 


. 
ith t 


— Army and Navy. 


: may we not ray our 
associations of the 


uy 

ö 
i 
5 


2 
F 


es 

11 

17 
2 
if 
7 


t 
BEE 

23 F 
15 
1 
ie 


L. 
i 
i 
i 
F 


111 1 


88.8 
z 


pleasure, upon hi 
the United States, to help further our 
interests in China. 
Rev. J. C. F 
While Bishop Cranston was relating the 
incident in which he was mistaken for Mr. 
„1 recalled the fact that this was 


us a visit or 
Kang Yu-wei, for it seems that the Chinese 


7 
F 


Kang 
doubts 
to the 
hom the surname Kang pro- 

agree with me in saying 0 
Association have no doubt that it belongs 
to our Minister and that it will have 


promise of much more hope for the future 
of China than in the defunct Kang Yu-wei. 


me 
who so ably represented the interests of 


mind you of the name of Anson Burling 


our own nation in Peking and subse- 
quently negotiated on behalf of China as 
its special Ambassador, treaties with the 
leading western nations; and of the ame 
of Colonel Denby, who at a most critical 
time in the settlement of the Chino- 
Japanese war rendered substantial aid to 
the solution of a most complicated political 
situation. These names are but the pro- 
mise of what we may expect from the large 
experience and the sincere good-will to 
China of our present Minister, Mr. 


The great need of the Chinese Empire at 
the present time is that of men, and this 
need is apparent in every department of 
the Government from the lowest mandarin 
to the Council of State. The possibilit 


open to an able man of im himse 
upon the general policy of China and direct- 
ing it to good ends is now very great. 
The Government at Peking needs sympa- 
thetic, strong leadership and in Mr. Conger 
we have the representative who is able to 
give this and who will maintain the high 
reputation of our country. 
ks by Rev. W. . Bentley :— 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: — As re- 
sidents or guests of the Empire of China, 
perhaps it would not be out of place to 
— for a moment the ‘‘ Yellow: Man's 
Burden.” 

The tide of progress moves with resist- 
less might. At last the hermit nations of 
the East have been drawn into the vortex 
and must now submit to the law of the. 
survival of the fittest. At present the two 
halves of the world seem pitted against. 


the other hand is the yellow man. 
He too, has his burden. This ee ee 
have ventured to partially e 
find that the yellow — sh 
take up the burden of denial and 
illusion. He has been for ages the 
of Asia ; his place now is on a low form at 
school. He must become a learner and in 
most branches he is a mere beginner. 
must have the same lessons that the white 


tage, that we bring to him the ripened 
fruit of a hundred years of toil and experi- 
mentation in study, schvol-room, labora- 


The student is humble and in this way 
hes true nobility and success. 

He must disillusion himself with regard 
— He must know that Confucius 
was a Moses and not a Saviour. He must 
learn to unlearn. He must learn to sub- 
mit, that he may prevail. He must stoop 
to conquer, - 

Again he must take up the burden of 
belief. The yellow man is without 
a vital faith in anything. He distrusts 
everything from infinity to himself. Now 
it is a matter of life and death to him 
whether or 1.0 he substitutes Astronomy 


government. And just as vital is it that 
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made life more wo 
instinct is the Power which 8 it. 


And when I say that the movement is 
instinctive I do not mean that it is without 
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We all no doubt earnestly hope that the 
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15 
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may 


in accomplishing their And I 
trust it i too much to express 
the w i are 
going United States will secure 
some t with other 
Powers us will enable thei to give to the 
Peking Government all per aid in 
effecting those reforms w are so sad] 
needed iu the administration of the empire, 
and lend their countenance and assistance 
— all so rine ag og toward the 
ifting people hina and the 
development of the wonderful resources 
of their country, and so long as we 
are represented at Peking by such 


propose this 
burden — the 

not 
F. L. Chair- 
across our 
even- 
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meek, for they shall inherit the earth. I 

could not find a text :eferring so directly 
to Americans. | . 

Since being here, and hearing the other 

I have realised still more forcibly 


‘what a hole Lam in. I feel like the little 


street urchin on the corner who. saw an- 
other son of Ishmael munching an appl. 
He called out. After you Jimmie, let me 
have the core.” He was answere |, Ah. 
go along wid yer, there arn’t goin’ to be vo 
core. Gentlemen, after all that has been 
said, 1 feel that there is no core left. The 
previous speaker has eaten it all up, and 
there is nothing left for me. 


Still, if you will allow me a few words, 
I will take as my text the American Asso- 
oiation. There is one thing that strikes me 
as very noteworthy in regard to our Associa- 
tion. It is its comprehensiveness, its 
health, and liberality. Although it is « 
commercial association yet it includes in 


its membership the Missionary as well as 


the Merchant. Never before in.the histery 
of the Rast have we seen the Merchant 


and the hand in hand 
in just such an amicable manner. You all 
know the h of the East India 


Co. You all know how members of 
that Company resisted, tooth and nail, all 
missionary efforts. It was a short-sighted 
policy, but it was their conviction that, for 
the interests of their trade, missionary 
must be stifled. object was 
one, it was simply for self- 
We Americans in formi 
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who favour all things that may be condu- 
cive to the highest good of all. 
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Washington, D. C., October 6th, 1899. 
98 the American Association 
of China, Shanghai. 

Deak Sm. — Permit me te call your atten- 
tion to the investigation which the Isthmian 
Canal Commission is making, under my 
direction, into the industrial and commercial 
value of an inter-oceanic canal. I enclose 
herewith a copy of the preliminary plan for 
this investigation, ‘ 

Because of the importance of an inter- 
oceanic canal to the development of the trade 
between the United States and the Pacific 
countries of Axia, I feel confident that the 
Association of 


American Association of China might feel 
; to discuss the canal question at its 
next meeting. 
If the proposition is in order, and meets 
with your approval, I would suggest that 
the following questions be discussed at your 


* 


seeking to obtain and make public assist 
your organisation ia realising any of its 


pur) oses, 

Assuring you of my personal interest in 
the successful growth of the American Associa- 
tion of China, and hoping that the suggestion 
I have made may meet with your approval, I 


am, 
Respectfully yours, 
Emory R. Jonxsox. 


— ä —-— — 
THE ISTHMIAN CANAL. 


The attention of our readers is directed 
to the above subject, and to the letter 
dealing with it. It is the desire of the 
Commission that this Association shall 
fully discuss the question in all its bearings. 
It is a subject of grand dimensions and if 
completed its influence will be world-wide 
upon the commerce of the nations of the 
earth. 

A general meeting will soon be called 
for the purpose of entering into this sub- 
ject and the members of this Association 
are to investigate the matter, not 
only along the fines suggested by the 
Commission but along any others that may 
come to their attention, to the end that 
their views may be presented at this 
meeting. Due notice of the meeting will 
be issued, when it is trusted that 1 * 
discussion of the matter will take place. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

All Americans of good standing are 
eligible to membership in the American 
Association of China. The annual dues 
for resident members are now $20, but 
it is hoped that, at the next meeting, the 
Committee will be enabled to recommend 
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’  Mregenger” te Rear Admiral vat en. 


Mis. Ne. 252. 
UNITED STATES LEGATION, 


Peking, China, Nevember 25rd, 1600 
Daer Sir: 

I take pleasure in infer ning you that in accord- 5 
ance with the orders mentioned in your communication of 
August 3rd last, I feund the U.S.S. PRINCETON eff Taku, 
August 21st, and was formally received on beard by Command- 
er Knox. The several ports were visited, beginning at New- 
chwang, and ending with Heng Kong Oetober 10th. 

On Geteber 2lst, I bearded the MONOCACY at Shanghai 
abd preceeded at onee up the Yangtze river, stepping at the 
various ports as far as Hankew, and returning te Shanghai 
eon Nevenber llth. 

T take 8 in acknowledging the constant 
courtesy of all the efficers and men during the entire trip. 
Bvery kindness and attention were shown me by Captains 
Knex and Bicknell, and every possible assistence rendered 
me in making the trip interesting, valuable and successful. 


Tee high a tribute ecannet be paid te their efféneiency and 


aid. 
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Please there fere accept fer yourself, them and their 


officers my prefound gratitude. 


I am making report ‘te the Department ef State, and I 


am sure it will gratefully acknewledge this courtesy fre 


the Navy Department. 


Trusting the PRINCETON reached Manila as early as 


she was expected or needed, 
I an, Sir, 
7 
Tour ebedient servant, 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 


J.C,.Watsen, 
Rear Admiral, United States Navy, 


Commander-in-Chief United States Naval Foree 


on Asiatie Stat ien. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 8 
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January lst, 1900. 


4 
Ors , 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledgment of Department's instructions re- 
ceived during the Month of December, 1899, 


(Despatch No. 285, December lst, 1899.) 
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a: LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January lst, 1900. 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Seeretary of state, 
Washington, D.C. 

Sir:- 

Referring to my despateh No, 885 of December ist 
last,- I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Depart- 
ment’s instructions Nos. 215 and 216; unnumbered dated 


Oetober 20th, November 4th and Novmber 7th; and Circular 


dated November list, 1899, received during the month of 


December, 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant 
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N Subject: Recent Imperial Cireular and Decree sent to all 
Viceroys, Tartar Generals and Govermors. Trans- 


lations enclosed. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
ere Coe 
January 2nd, 1900, 
Te the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Seeretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith translation 
of an Imperial Circular and Decree whieh have recently 
been sent to all the Vieeroys, Tartar Generals and Govern- 
ors,but whieh has ontty just come to light, 

It would be a hopeful indication for the future of 
the Wire, if China either could or would carry it out, 
which is neither probable nor possibile. 

It, however, may give some encouragement to local of- 
ficials, inspire them with sene measure‘fof confidence in 
f 
in the central government and by so much strengthen the 
hands ef the present unpopular dynasty. 


I have the honor te be,Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Enciesure Ne. 4 in Despatch Ne. I OY 
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Ciretlar despatch from the Tsungli Yamen sent te the 
Vieereys and Gevernors of the Maritime and Yangtze 


Previne es. 
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— Seeret Edict of the Empress Dewager issued to the 
Vicereys, Gevernors, Tartar Generals and Previncial 


Commanders on November 21st, 1899. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


1. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The Chinese government refuses to pay the 
American Trading Company claim. 


(Instructions Wo, 169, April 27th, 1899.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, C.4INA. 


January 4th, 1900, 
Te the Henerable 


John Hay, 


Seeretary ef State, 
Washingten, D.C. 
Sir:- 


Referring te Departzent’s instruetiens Ne. 169 of 


April 27th last, directing me te again present te the Chi- 
nese Gevernment and urge the payment ef the claim ef the 


American Trading Cempany, I have the hener te trait here- 


with cepies ef the eerrespendence with the Tswngli Yanen 
upen the subject. 
It will be observed that they refuse payment, but 
with ne adequate centrevent ien of the elaim er successful 
refutation of the arguments ade in its suppert. 


Cemplying with the request ef the Tsungli Yanen, I 


herewith refer the at ter te the Department ef State; but 
I still think the claim just and valid, and one whieh the 
Chinese Gevernment ought te pay. | 5 


I have the hener te be, 
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Enclosures: 


1. Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, November 28th, 1899. 


2. The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, December Srd, 1899, 
3. Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, December 6th, 1899. 
4. The Tsungli Yamen.to Mr.Conger, December 14th, 1899, 


5. Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, December 21st, 1899. 
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Mr. Conger te the Tsumgli Tuen. 


5. 0. No. 149. Legation of the United States ef America. 
Peking, China, November 28th, 1899, 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 

On the 13th of June last, I had the honor te present 
to Your Highness and Your Excellencies, by the Explicit 
direction of my Government, the elan of the American Trad- 
ing Company for damages growing out of the refusal of the 
Chinese Government te permit the elearance cf two veésels . 
chartered by said Company directly from the port of New- 
chwang to Kobe, Japan. 

Although over five months have elapsed, no response 
has been received te said note. 

This is a veru important matter, and I therefore re- 


spectfully request from Your Highness and Your Excellencies 


the courtesy ef its careful consideration and merited reply. 


I avail myself of the occasion to assure Your Highness 


and Your Excellencies of my highest consideration, 


(Signed) . N. Conger. 


Te 
His 1 Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yamen. 
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The Tsungli kanes to Mr. Conger. 


No. 129. Peking, December 3rd, 1899. 
Your Excellency:- 

We have had the honor te receive Your 
Excellency's note, stating that on the 15th of June last, 
vou presented to the Yamen, by express direction of your 
Government, the claim of the American Trading Company for 
ananas 3 ont of the refusal of the Chinese Govern- 
ment to permit the clearance of vessels chartered be said 
Company from the port of Newechwang to Kobe, Japan. 

Although over five ménths have elapsed, no response has 
been received to said note. Your Excellency requested the 
Yamen te favor him with a reply, etc. 

In reply, we have the honor to inform Your Excellency 
that on the 17th of August 1896 the Yamen Addressed a con- 
munication to H. E. Mr. Denby on the subject of this clain, 
and on the 10th of September of the same year addressed your 
predesoeser another communication embodying the views sub- 
mitted by the Inspector General ef Customs that "the two 
steamers chartered by the American Trading Company taking 
a circuitous course via Shanghai was not caused by the Cus- 


toms; that there are no circumstances attending this case 


that 
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that warrant a demand fer compensation, and considering the 
circumstances there is no principle by whieh a claim for 
indemnity should be made." 

If, from the general aspect of this case, a slight com- 
promise or an exceptional arrangerent could have been made 
in the matter of this claim, why should a period of about 
five years have elapsed and then the matter again taken up 
fer discussion. But the real fact is that the Customs acted 
in accordance with treaty stipulations and from first to last 
have done what was right. 

As a matter of course, it is not proper that the Cus- 
tems sheuld pay the extra expense incurred by the American 
Trading Company on account of the steamers taking a cirecu- 
iteus reute te Japan. 

In sending this reply for Your Excellency's informa- 
tion, we beg that you will communicate the same to the Hon- 


erable Secretary of State. 


Cards of Ministers with compliments, 


* 4 
8 * ’ 
8 le? * . > ’ - 4 
. 4 wey 128 » 
0 oh x 8 N * ~ 7 7 „ 0 N — 
. ? - 4 5 hae >. eee * . — v. . hte sgl — 9 9 i 1 * i+ 7 — 
3 * ö * i 4 2 > 7 alae 7 
re e 
Se he * 222 rr N 


Enclesure no. in Despatch N 2 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. . 


No. 155. Legation ef the United States of America. 
Peking, China, December 6th, 1899. 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 

I have the honor te acknowledge receipt of the commu- 
nication of Your Highness and Your Excellencies dated Decen- 
der Srd in reference te the claim of the Aner ican Trading 
Company, in which, without deigning to reply te the valid 
arguments set ferth and the indisputable proofs adduced in m” 
my nate of June 135th last, you content yourselves with 
simply a general denial of the preven facts, and ask: Why 
after a period of five years have elapsed, the matter should 
again be taken up for discussion? 

The fact is that only about twenty months had elapsed 
between the last note of the Tsungli Yamen on the subject 
and my first one; and it was taken up again because in the 
meant ime the Government ef the United States, after a most 
careful re-consideration of all the facets and circumstances, 


concluded that it was a fair and just claim, one that under 


the 


His Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yamen, 
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the same circumstances it would promptly pay and that the 
Chinese, or any other Government, ought to pay. 

IT am unable te account for the curt and irrelevant 
reply of Your Highness and Your Excellencies te so serious 
and unquestionably just a matter, except from the fact that 
you could net have carefully read my note of June 15th, and 
noted the undisputed proofs presented and the unanswered 
argument made therein. 

T eannet believe that the Chinese Government would so 


flatly refuse, without reasons given, te consider a claim, 


which according te all known rules of law and responsibility, 


is so eminently just. 

I therefore respectfully request Your Highness and 
Your Excellencies to inform me whether or not yeu have given 
this case all the consideration that, in your judgment, it 
deserves or that you desire to give te it, so that in forn- 


ally notifying my Government of your denial of the obligatic 


/ 
( 


and refusal to 8 consider it, I shall be able tc state 
the facts. 

I avail myself of the eccasion te assure Your Highness 
and Your Excsllencies of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) E. K. Conger. 
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Enclosure No.4 in Despatch No. 4 


The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. 
No. 152. Peking, December 14th, 1899, 
Your Excellency: 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of Your Excellency's note of the 6th of December in reference: 
to the claim of the American Trading Company, in which you 
state that the Yamen, in its note of the Srd instant does 
not deign to reply to the valid arguments addressed in your 
n of June 13th last, and you request a reply so 
that you may be able to write to your Government, etc., etc 

In reply, we beg to say that this claim has been the 
subject of discussion many times during a period of about 
five years. The claim amounts to something over 83000. co 
not a very large amount. Since sincere and earnest rela- 
tions of friendship exist between China and the United 
States, if indeed it was right and fitting that the claiz 
should be paid by China, would there have been, on account 
of such a petty matter, such a repeated discussion of it? 

On examination, it appears that the Customs issued the 
duty paid certificate for the cargo shipped by the American 


Trading Company, and the Yamen enquired of the Inspector 


„ 


General of Customs as to whether or not when the application 
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-2- 
was made to the Customs by the said firm for a duty-paid 
certificate, there was any delay or neglect on the part of 
the Customs, and as to whether or not indemnity should be 
paid to the American Trading Company. 

The Inspector General ef Customs duly presented a re- 
port in which he stated as follows:-" The Newchwang Cus- 
toms did not cause the least delay to the vessels of the 
American Trading Company, loading or discharging cargo, 
made no objection to their leaving port and did not order 
that after leaving port they should proceed to this port 
ot that port.” 

The Customs port clearance did not specify t hat they 
were specifically permitted to proceed to Japan, neither 
did it specify that they were prohibited from going to 
Japan. The Customs cannot be blamed on account of the ves- 
sels after leaving Newchwang taking a circuitous course 
which delayed them en route (to Japan). The reasoning of 
the Inspector General of Customs is very clear and perspic- 
ucus. 

The waked on the 50th November 1896 transmitted the 
report of the Inspector General of Customs to H.E.Minister 


Denby, and is a matter of record. 
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As to the remark:"In this case the local officials 
even refused permission for the vessels to load, except 
upon an agreement that they were to be cleared for Shanghai, 
and not for Kobe", we have to say that after all this is 


merely an_ex parte statement of the American Trading Cen- 


pany, and one that should not be firmly believed, If the 
Customs authorities at the time really did place obstacles 
in the way, why did the American Trading Company put up 
with such treatment and not represent matters to the United 
States Consul. 

Your Excellency further referred te the argunent 
made in the Yamén's reply (to Col. Denby) that "China was, 
at the time, at war with Japan, and the Customs could not 
issue special permits for cargo destined for that country.“ 
We may here explain that by the above was also meant that 
even before war existed between China and Japan, the Cus- 
toms could not issue any special document or permit for 
vessels to proceed to Japan. It was not an acknowledgement 
that the Customs were at fault in refusing to issue a per- 
mit which 3 should have issued. 

Referenceis made in the Yamen's reply (Aug. 17th 1896) 


as follows:"When the said firm chartered the vessels in 


question 
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question to load oy 3 at Newchwang and applied for a clear- 
ance China and Japan vere at war. China at the time was 
overburdened with military affairs. Communication between 
the North and South was stopped and stringent precautions 
were taken at all ports, more particularly at Newchwang. In 
the matter of the American Trading Company's application for 
a clearance of cargoes of beans for Kobe, the Customs Tao- 
tai at Newchwang could not but exercise extra caution, hence 
papers were given to the steamers for Shanghai. It was a 
measure of expediency to meet pressing circumctances, Your 
Excellency also stated that the Government had, however, 
before regularly notified the public that the stringent 
precautions had been removed and that vessels of neutrals 
might clear for Japanese ports as before the war. Tha Ya- 
men did not discuss the point. We may observe, however, 
that cargo upon which restrictions as to its being exported 
had been removed at all perts has been freely exported to 
China or foreign ports at the pleasure and there is no need 
to specify that the goods are destined for Japan. Hence the 
Yamen did 5 discuss this matter in its communication. 

In a word: We may say that as to whether the Customs 


was at fault or not, rests on the fact whether they caused 


delay or not in the matter of the export of the cargo. The 
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Customs had no authority over the vessels as to what port 
they should proceed to after leaving Newchwang, and they 


cannot on account of their being delayed en route , acknowl- 


edge their liability.to pay indemnity. 

As Your Excellency is well acquainted with the princi- 
ples which underlie human affairs, you will thoroughly 
comprehend and appreciate the situation. 

In addressing this note in reply to Your Excellency 
we beg that you will communicate its contents to the Hon- 


orable Secretary of State. 


To 


His Excellency, B. R. Conger. 
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Enclosure Ne. 5 in Despatch No. 39687 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 


F. 0. Ne. i56, Legation of the United States of mer ies. 
Peking, China, December 218t, 1899. 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

T have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the note of 
Yeur Highness and Your Excellencies dated December 14th last, 
again refusing the claim of the American Trading Company and 
requesting that its contents be communicated te the Hon- 
orable Secretary of State. I shall at once send him a copy 
thereof, whivh will I am sure greatly surprise and disappoint 
him. But I am also constrained to reply to aome of the state- 
ments made in the note of Your Highness and Your Excellen- 
cies. You mention the small amount of the claim as being tee 
petty to have had se much discussion about. I agree with 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies, there has already been 
tee much discussion of the matter, but it is the justice of 
a claim, the principle involved which should contrel its 


payment, and net its mount. 
Your 


Te 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yanen, 


te., etc., ete. 
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Your Highness and Your Excellencies also quote again 
from the report of the Inspector General in substance that 


no delay of the vessels was caused by the Customs at New~ 


chwang, and that they did not order the vessels after leaving 


to proceed te this or that port, that they were simply 
cleared, and that then they were at liberty to proceed to 
any port they pleased, etc., etc. 

The Inspector of Customs, I apprehend, states the re- 
quirements of the regulations and the general practice, and 
takes it for granted, because it ovght to have been, that 
such practice was in fact 10804. 

But in this particular case, Mr. Bush, a reputable 
English merchant, swears positively that before the loading 
ef the vessels commenced, he did request permission to load 
the vessels fer Japan, and was refused from the outset. And 
further, that it is usual for the Customs when delivering 
the memorandum certificate from the clearance desk to state 


therein te what port the vessel is going, and within his 


no vessel is ever cleared from the port of Newchwang without 


first obtaining such Customs clearance, 


He also states upon oath that the refusal of permission 


te lead fer Japan was made both by Mr. J.?.Hughes, Commis- 


sioner 
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Commissioner, and by the Taotai, native Superintendent of 
Customs, through the British Conswl, Mr. ?.L.Bulleeh, whose 
aid had been sought by Mr. Bush. 

It is not therefore a quest ien of what, under the 
been expected to do, but what in fact in this case they 


actually did de. 


As evidencing the possibility of the Customs occasion- 
ally interesting themselves in the place to which vessels are 
to be cleared, the Inspector General in a note to my prede- 
cessor on the matter, dated November 29th, 1894, used these 
words, "“pessibly the Taotai did object to specifically 
clear her for Japan." 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies also observe "that 
cargo upon which restrictions as to its being exported had 
been removed at all ports, has been freely exported to Chi- 
nese or fereign ports at the pleasure of the shipper and 


there is no need to specify that the goods are destined 


for Japan." 


And yet we have the swo rn testimony of Mr. Bush that 


he was absolutely prehibited by the Nevehvang officials from 
— f 


loading a vessel to be shipped "at the pleasure of the ship- 


per." Your 
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Your Highness and Your Excellencies aver that this is 
merely an ex parte statement of the American Trading Cen- 
pany and one that should not be firmly believed. I beg to 
say that it is the testimony, under the sanctity of an oath, 


of a reputable merchant, and is the highest form of proof, a ; 


and accerding to all known systems of jurisprudence must be 
accepted as true until rebutted by testimony of like or 
better character. 

T enclose copy of that portion of Mr. Bush's sworn 
statement touch ing this phase of the case, and request its 
careful consideration. 

Still believing that Your Highness and Your Excellencies 
will finally see and acknowledge the justise of this claim, 
I avail myself of the occasion to assure you of my highest 


consideration. 


(SIGNED) B. H. CONGER. 
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ur. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Li Hung Chang requests that the United States 
government will prevent the landing there of 
one Liang Chi-chao, who was an associate of 


Kang Yu-wei . 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 2nd, 1900. 
Te the Henerable 
John Hay, 
Secretary ef State, 
Washingten, D.C. 
Sir:- 

His Excellency Li Hung Chang called on me yesterday 
te say geedbye before leaving fer his new pest at Canton, 
and during the eonversatien he asked ne if I wewld net tel- 
egraph the Seeretary ef State requesting hin te prevent the 
landing ef one Liang Chi-ehae, whe was an asseciate of Kang 
Tu- wei, and is suppesed te have been sejeurning in Japan 
sinee the Ceup d'Etat ef September 1898. 

He said it was reported that he was geing te leave 
Japan and ge te America. 

I teld him that I did net think it necessary as under 
eur izmigratieon laws he must have a certificate visaed by 
a diplematie er eéensular representative ef the United 
States which he was net likely te ebtain. But in erder te 
pacify him I tele him I weuld write the Seeretary ef State 


concerning it. Henee this deupaten. 


In 
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In this cennectien I shall be glad if the Department 
will cause te be sent ne fer ny infermatien the rulings ef 
the Treasury Department, er its Cirevlar instruetiens, 
eencerning the certificates previded fer by Artiele III 
Treaty with China ef August 13th, 1894, And alse in view 
ef paragraphs 569, 371 and 372, advise me whether Chinese 
subjects ether than laberers, weuld be entitled te enter 
the United States upen a certificate issued by Japan, Mexice 
er ether gevernments where they might be temperarily resid- 
ing, and duly visaed by a diplezatie er eensular efficer: - 
ef the United States. 

I have the henor te be, 


Sir, 


Your ebdedient:-servant., 
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DIPLOMATIC, -, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 6th, 1900. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Subject: Confirming Legat ions telegram of the 5th i .. 
instant reporting murder, by "Boxers", of Eng- 
lish missionary named Brooke. Present status 


of affairs in Shantung. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 6th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, my 
telegram of yesterday concerning the murder of the English 
missionary Rev. 8. I. Brooke. 

He had been to spend Christmas with some friends, and 
while returning to his station, Tainan-fu, he fell in with 
the "Boxers* , who took him prisoner on December sist, 
and on January lst beheaded him and threw his naked body 
in a ditch. 

The Tsungli Yamen reports that as soon as Governor 
Yuan-Shi-xkai 8 of his capture he dispatched soldiers — 


from Chinan-fu to secure his release, but they were too 


late. As soon as news reached the Throne, an Imperial 


Decree, translation of which I enclosé,was issued express- 
ing regret for the murder, and ordering the arrest and 
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the delinquent officials, which Decree was immediately 
telegraphed to the Governor of Shantung. 
I received telegraphic information of the murder on 


the fourth, and immediately sent a strong note to the 


Tsungli Yamen, copy of which is enclosed herewith, 
The British Minister, upon learning of the capture 
of Mr. Brooke, sent immediately to the Tsungli Yamen and 
learned there of the murder, He is at present awaiting 
further particulars, and the result of the efforts to ar- 
rest and punish the criminals and officials. 
This affair, I think, has at length aroused the au- 
thorities here to the extreme gravity of the situation, 
and I believe now that the uprising will be put down. 
About the time of the arrival of the new Governor at 
the capital, three of the boxers were decapitated, which 
it is beliewéd only enraged the rest and caused them to 
rally in greater force, but Governor Yuan Shi-kai is said 
to have decided that punishment by death is the only way 
to restore order, and it is expected that he will now pro- 
: % with sufficient severity to accomplish this result. 
Since my despatch No.289 of December 7th last, I have 
several telegrams and letters from the missionaries re- 


porting further persecutions and robberies, of the native 
| ae Christians, 
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| Christians, which have been laid before the Tsungli Yamen 
in personal interviews, they each time promising to send 
telegraphic instructions ordering troops to the localities, 
but they either did not fully appreciate the critical sit- 
uation, or else the delay in installing the new Governor 
permitted the uprising to spread and gain its present 
strength. 
I have several times urged that they were moving too 
slow,and that there was great danger of the trouble got 
ting beyond their control,and of foreign lives being ta- 
ken, and I informed them that I should hold them to a full 
responsibility for the results, 
It is to "honed that the crisis has now been reached, 
but of that no one can be certain . I have, however, 
advised the missionaries not to travel about until quiet. 
is restored. 
I enclose translation of a note received from the 

Teungli Yamen on December lith last, 
I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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PEKING, JANUARY STH, 1900. 

SBCSTATE, WASHINGTON. 
AN ENGLISH MISSIONARY MURDERED 
IN SHANTUNG. IMPERIAL EDICT ISSURD EXPRESSES REGRET, 


ORDERS PUNISHMENT OF MURDERERS AND DERELICT OFFICIALS. 


CONGER. 
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Enclosures: 


1. 


Translation of Imperial Deeree published in the Pe- 
king Gazette, January 4th, 1900, 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, January 4th, 1900. 


The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, December 11th,1899, 


(Translation) 


Enclosure Ne. | in Despateh Ne. 3 i | 
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Imperial Deeree published in the Peking Gazette 

January 4th, 1900. 

Yuan Shih-keai has nemprialized Us by telegraph that 
in the districts ef Ping-yin and Pa-cheng the banditti 
have assembled in large numbers and created ereubie. These 
ut les fereibly teek a missienary te a place called Mae 
Chia-pu. The Acting Geverner adepted varieus means te 
secure the release ef the missienary, and despatched a 
* ef cavalry te seize the outlaws, but he failed 
te accemplish his purpese as the missionary had already 
been murdered. The death ef this missionary is greatly te 
be lamented. 

The Treaties previde fer the prepagatien ef the 
Christ ia religienm by fereign missienaries, and repeated 
Decrees have been issued by Us calling upen the Vicereys 
and Governors te instruet the leecal autherities as eccasion 
and circumstances make it necessary te zealeusly and ener- 
getically afferd all proper preteetion te these N 

Our injunctiens and erders have been repeatedly issued. 
But a missionary has new been murdered in Shantung. The 
eivil and military efficers, befere the murder happened 
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were relax in taking precautienary measures, and they 
eannet evade respensibility fer what has heopened. 

If the persens concerned in this murder case are net 
quickly arrested then affairs will still be geing all 
wrongs 

Let Yuan Shih-kai present te Us, witheut delay, the 
names ef all the delinquent military effiecialse se that they 
may be impeached and punished. At the same time a limited 
time will be given te arrest the murderers se that they 
may be severely dealt with, te the and that tranquility may 
prevail and thus give feree te Our friendly feeling teward 


a neighber ing state. 


Enclosure No. in Despatch No. 3 (? 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 


F. 0. No. 159. Legation of the United States of America. 
> Peking, China, January 4th, 1900. 
Your Highness and Your meien 100 

I have just received the following telearen from the 
United States Consul at Chefoo which I hasten to lay before 
Your Highness and Tour Excellencies. 

"Telegram from Bostick, dated Chinan-fu, situation 
serious, Brooks brutally murdered by Boxers, travelling 
ane twenty-two Americans here, wire Minister. Bost- 
ick belongs Taian-fu. Have wired Governor protect at Taian- 
fu (and) ch inan-fu. 

This shows that, notwithstanding all the reports and 
warnings concerning this growing trouble that have been 
sent Your Highness and Your Excellencies during the past 
two months, the affair has been daily becoming more serious 
until it has culminated as predicted in the murder of a 
foreigner. 

It 


To 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yamen, 


etc., ete., etc. 
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It is very plain that much more vigorous action is 
necessary. 

There ise many American missionaries at Taian-fu, and 
IT must demand that not only telegraphic orders be sent for 
their protection, but that some quick and effective measures 
be devised and executed which will, in fact, protect them. 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your High- 
seen and Your Excellencies the assurances of my highest 


consideration. 


(Signed) B. H. Conger. 
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No. 131. Peking, December llth, 1899. 
Your Excellency: 

We have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of Your Excéllency's note of the 5th instant in 
regard to the troubles in Shantung (here quotes Mr. Con- 
ger's note). 

In reply, we have the honor to state that before Your 
Excellency's note was received by the Yamen, a Decree was 
issued appointing the Vice President Yuan as Acting Govern- 
or of Shantung. 

This officer is in command of the new army corps 
styled Wu I, and he will certainly be able to distribute 
the troops to various places to suppress the rioters, give 
nae protection and restore order, so that the Christians 


/ 
may feel easy in their minds. 


Cards of Ministers with Compliments. 
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DIPLOMATIC, 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIC 
“ PEKIN, CHINA. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Decline in the preduction of tea in the Amoy 
district and coincident increase in the Formaesa 


produe t. 
(Despatch Ne. 302, December 31,1899, 


0 


we: 208 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


* 
January 9th, 8999. 


Te the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

Referring te the tea trade of Mey, mich was dis- 
cussed in my despatch Neo, 502 of December Sist last, and 
particularly in reference to the excessive Chinese likin 
duties and the preposed discriminating Japanese duties 
levied at Formosa,- I have the honor to enclose herewith 
copy of a letter just received from Mr. James N.Jameson, 
an intelligent American tea merchant, with enclosures, 
giving exact information as to the likin charges, the Jap- 
anese discriminating duties and valuable statistics con- 
cerning the decline in production of tea in the Mey dis- 


trict, and coincident increase in the Formesa product. 


— * 
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question of excessive likin charges may be oppor- 


bun taken up here, whenever the preposed tariff revis- 
* 


fon shall come up, and the discriminating Japanese duties 


might 
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might be a matter ef prefitable consideration by our Min- 


ister at Tekioe under such instructions as the Department 


deems best. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 


Bnclesures: 


Hr. Jameson te Mr. Conger December 18th, 1899,with 


four enclosures, 


‘ Enciosure bo. (a Despatch No. $08 


Mr. Jameson to Mr. Conger. 


Amoy, 18th December, 1899, 


My. Dear Mr. Conger:- 
In bn 60 your request made fron 

Shanghai, I send you herewith a memorandum and some enclosure 
which I hope and think will give you the facts you require 
concerning tea in the Mey and Formosa markets and the ex- 
port duties levied in those places on that article. I fur- 
nish these particulars as an individual, not as the repre=- 
sentative of Geo. R. Macy & Co. 

Gur weather is unseasonably hot-85 this afternoon in the 
office on the Amoy side,- and we are sighing for a breath 
of the frosty air you are doubtless having in Peking. 

With regards and best wishes, 
Believe me, Very truly 

8 Jas. N. Jameson. 
Enclosures: 

One meno. 


Table A. giving annual receipts Amoy Tea, 1872-1899. 


Table B. giving annual receipts Forrosa0olays, 15876- 
1899, 


Printed copy of letter of Amoy Chamber of Commerce to 
English Minister at Tokio, dated 24 July, 1899. 
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a. 


MEMGRANDUM relating to Duties on Tea exported from 


Amoy to foreign countries, 


China grown tea when shipped from Amoy to a foreign 
country has to pay an export duty of Haikwan Taels 2.50= 
Amoy Taels 2.75 @72=$3.82 8 per picul. 

In addition, in passing from the producing districts 
to the warehouses in Amoy, the tea will have paid in transit 
three Likin taxes amounting in all to Amoy Taels 2.75 or 
$3.82 per picul- the total likin charges being just equal to 
the export duty collected by the Imperial Maritime Customs, 

Thus when the Chinese producer or the native owner 
brings tea to market in Amoy for foreign export he has to 
bear, by actual payment or by reduced price for his article 
$7.64 Mex. per picul. 

Tea having a market value in Amoy of say $24.00 will 
when sold under these circumstances net the seller probably 
only $16.50 

The annexed table A shows the steady decline in pro- 
duction of tea in the Mey districts from 1872 to 1899. 

Prom an important trade in 1872 the business has gradu- 
ally dwindled to extinction. In 1872 the Amoy tea crop real- 


¥ 
ized $2,500,600; in 1899 it sold for $6,000. 
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Pormosa tea has been preferred and has unquestionably 


replaced the Amoy tea in foreign markets, the latter being 


poorer in flavor and quality. 

The accompanying table B shows the rise and steady de- 
velopment of tea production in Formosa, It is noticeable 
that this increase in Formosa tea is coincident with the 
decline in . in the Amoy districts. 

There having been up to the present time no harbor in 
Formosa suitable to accommodate the large home-going vessels 
taking tea as cargo, Amoy has by force of natural condi- 
tions been the port at which the Formosa tea-crop has been 
put on board vessels bound to Europe and America, 

The tea is brought from Formosa by small steamers spe- 
cially adapted to entering the harbor of Tamsui and is land- 
ed at Mey for sale and for shipment to foreign countries, 

This tea, though handled in Amoy, pays no duty to the 
Chinese Govermment- the present arrangement between the 
Govermments of China and Japan being that if the tea is ex- 
ported to a foreign country within twelve months after being 
landed in Amoy it shall not be subject to any duty at Amoy. 

Duty on it is paid of course to Japan when it is shipped 


from Formosa. 


Before 
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Before the 4th August 1899, when the Revised Treaties 


went into force in Japan, the export duty on all tea from | 


fron aly Japan was yen 1.104 per picul, and as Formosa is an 


integral part of Japan, that duty, no more and no less, was 
levied on all tea exported * Pormosa to foreign countries 

On the 4th August 1899 the export duty on tea was abol- 
iahed in Japan, and no export duty is now charged on tea 
when shipped to foreign countries from the the main island 
(the Hondo). 

It was thought as Formosa had been declared by the Jap- 
anese Government to be an integral part of Japan, that any 
laws passed relating to export duties would bear equally in 
Pormosa as in other parts of the empire, But the Japanese 
Authorities seem to hold differently, and instead of abol- 
ishing have increased the export duty on oolong tea shipped 
from Formosa to a foreign country to yen 1.60 per picul if 
shipped out of Formosa by any route other than through a port 
in the main island of Japan. | 

If shipped however via Kobe or Yokohama no export duty | 
is charged but a harbor tax of one yen per picul is levied 
at Keelung. The practical working of which is that teas 
shipped via Amoy have to bear a discrimination of 60 sen 


per picul. 
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As Formosa tea in the past has bean finding its way to 
foreign countries entirely through Amoy as the cheap and 
convenient natural port of transshipment, and as it is known 
that the Japanese transportation and other commercial con- 
cerns are trying to divert that trade for their own benefit, 
it would seem that the Japanese 8 are establishing 
a discriminating charge of 60 sen per picul against the Amoy 
route to favor Japanese nationals without due regard to the 
rights and privileges of the foreign merchants who buy and 
export tea from Formosa. 

The foreign merchants agree that it is the intention 
of the treattes, in spirit at least, to give the foreign 
buyer the right to ship his merchandise to a foreign country 
from Formosa by any route he may choose without discriminat*- 
ing exaction by the Japanese authorities. 

Amoy, 18th December, 1899, 


Jas. N. Jameson. 


Hon. B. R. Conger. 


A. 


MEMORANDUM to show total annual receipts of Teas 


(Golongs and Congons) produced in the Amoy districts for 


foreign consumption from 1872 to 1899, 


1872-3 226.000 Half chests. 
1873-4 149,000 , 
1875-6 168, 000 " 
1876-7 204,000 " 
1877-8 199,000 " 
1878-9 176,000 , 
1879-86 160,000 , 
1880-1 209,000 " 
1881-2 127,060 " 
1882-3 86,000 " 
1883-4 51, 000 , 
1884-5 94,000 " 
1885-6 , 105,660 " 
1886-7 111,600 " 
1887-8 93,000 " 
1888-9 72,000 „ 
1889-90 67,000 "ange 
1890-1 46,000 " 
1891-2 45,000 " 
1892-3 59,006 * 
1893-4 89,600 " 
1894-5 70, ooo 5 
1895-6 60,066 " 
1896-7 26,006 „ 
1897-8 7,000 " 
1898-9 1, 000 * 
1899 1,000 " 


B. 
mou to show total annual receipts of Formosa 
dolong produced in Formosa from 1870 to 1899 for foreign 


consumption in Nurope and America, 


1870 9,555 Half chests 
1871 „ 14, 008 
1872 16,201 1 
1873 10, 065 ° 
1874 | 15,477 * 
1875 150, 400 " 
1876 205,587 n 
1877 234,244 " 
1878 260,796 n 
1879 269, 400 0 
1880 281,691 * 
1881 301,953 " 
1882 280, 846 , 
1883 306, 604 0 
1884 305,069 " 
~ 1885 372,696 " 
1886 561,937 " 
1887 385,152 * 
1888 3924756 5 
1889 380, 493 " 
1890 371,570 " 
1891 383, 929 * 
1892 385,109 " 
1893 465,712 * 
1894 426, 330 " 
1895 426,077 * 
1896 454, 339 5 
1897 434, 431 ? 


426,919 . 


12. 415, 000 1 

) Formosa tea is not fired as Congon. In addition to the 
Golong, about 160,000 half chests are annually prepared as 
ae Ponchong for consumption in Asian markets. 


1 ee eee SPSS) SSE PN OAT Ge ORE Se eke? Geet te 


. | 
eorro% 


rt 


1 gah 14.0% 
dog rod 


7 


eee 
. P ain * 


8 un 
r 


F —— 


7| THE EXPORT DUTY ON E. 
0 FORMOSAN TEAS. 
h A PROTEST FROM AMOY, 


’ — — 
ber The action of the Japanese Government 
f in imposing un discriminating duty on 
“PTFormosa teas of ¥1.60 per picul if 
ke shipped direct to foreign countries, whilet 
FSSjallowing the leaf to be shipped from 
I Formen to Japan free and thence 1 
exported abroad tree of duty, is in direct 
conflict, anys the Hongkong Daily Press, rt 
with the spirit of the Treaty between Aut 
Great Britain and Japan, if wot the actual | °° 
of | letter, nnd we should think it will ouly be ng» 
necessary to draw official attention to the — ‘ 
ach subject in order to have the grievance he 
un removed. Representations have been |" 
Wiaddressed to Sir E. Satow, H. B. M. * 
or Minister to Japan, by the Amoy und a 
ind Hongkong Chambers of Commerce, and 1 
we louk for an early intimation that the] “ , 
objectionable- duty bas been abolished. | ul 
The Treaty provides for reeiprocal freedom a 
of commerce and navigation and that 
“the same export duties shall be a 
paid and the same bounties and 181! 
dinwhacks allowed in the dominions Von 
has | and ons of either of the high con- |” ° 
rds. | tracting parties on the 8 of any 
do-] article which is or may be legully exported The 
the | therefrom, whether such exportation shall 1 * 
zan take place in Japanese or in British!“ 
Pe. vessels, and Whtevor be the place of * 
uy | destination, whether u port of either of 4 ö 
ug, the high contracting parties Or of * 14 
be third Power.” Now the object of the ne 
N88 | new duty is o compel Formosa teas to be | °"" 
vill shipped via Japan instead of vid Amoy, ; 
which bas hitherto been the port of trans- “pa 
shipment for the Formosa tea trade; and he D 
the compulsory shipment of Formoan tens 0 
E via Japon for Europe or the Atlantic aro 
‘ ports of the United States would involve | °° 
additionnl freight charges and to some ' 
6th extent divert the trade from the mer- ot 
ror chauts and ships at present interested 5 * 
of therein. If the Japanese Government | 9 
cer, should take refuge in the quibble that the 
ing new conditions are not discriminatory n 
ra’s | because they apply equally to Japanese und +f 
» | to foreigu ships and subjects, it w.uld be 
Ia cerione blow to the belief at present el 
47 en ined that Japan intends honestly fol 
aud loyally. to fulfil her ‘Treaty engage-|"8 

ments in spirit as well us in letter. 


The following is the text of the letter aft 
sent by the Amoy Chamber of Commerce 
to Sir Ernest Satow (24th July): 

Your Excellency—Referring to 
telegram which this Chamber dispatehed Bla 
to you lo-duy rending:— ous 

„Chamber Commerce urge you protest} 
against duty Formosa tea other than that 
—e 


I have the honour to bring to your 
notice that the Formosan Goverument has 
notified. its intention of imposing a duty 
of ¥1.60 per picul on tea exported from 
countries, whilst tea 


ted to J will be free of 
ex to Japan will ree of dut 
W may be shipped 3 
N 


of a scented duty is to 
favour n be- 
t Formosa and Japan and to divert 
ten trade as much as possible from 


the | and 
raf age tla 5 
of ¥1.6 on it. 
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und Glan ie absolutely u 
whether landed in Japan, „ China 


or Hongkong, are in transit for th i 
nited States, Great Britain, the Con- 
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Britain, and the Continent of Europe, and ; 
those to Australia and the Dutch Colonies, | 40 
it is out of the question to send such to An 
Japan. The proposed duty would there- ry 
fore discriminate in favour of one route to | “’ 
one country, and against all other routes 110 


and countries, „ 
It is argued that the Japanese Govern- 
ment only assert its right to fix the 4 
tariff between Formosa aud Amoy (the Py 
latter being a Chinese port) in accordance 
with agreements between Japan and O, 


— 


China. This argument disregards the 
fact as shown above, that the tens do not 
come to Amoy for consumption, but iu 
transit to foreign countries. 

Our merchants claim that they are at 
liberty to clear their teas at the Formosa 
Customs for the United States, Europe, 
Ko., via Amoy or any other route, paying 
duty according to the Japan tariff applic- 
able to such countries of final destination, 
und it is in the hope that you will support 
this view that this Chamber aske your 
assistance in combatting in good time any 
disability which may be impending to the 
liberty of a merchant to ship by which- 
ever route he may please. 

I have the honour to be, your Excel- 
lency’s most obedient servant, 


FRANCIS CASS 
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January 9th, 1900. 


Mr. Conger te the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Applies fer leave of absence for sixty days with 


permission te visit the United States. 


m. 30 9 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 9th, 1900. 


Te the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washingten, D.C. 
Sir: 

I have the honor te request a leave of absence for 
sixty days,with permission te visit the United States, at 
some convenient time during the present calendar year, 
when the condition of affairs here will warrant it. 

I have the honer te be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Mr. Conger te the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledging receipt of instruction No, 217 
ef November 20th, 1899, with reference to steps 
taken by the United States te insure freedom of 


trade in China. 


we, I/O 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 9th, 1900. 


Te the Henorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor te gratefully acknowledge receipt 
by the last mail of instruction Ne, 217 of November 20th, 
1899, enclosing for my confidential dnfevestion copies of 
correspondence teuching the steps taken by the United 
States to insure freedom of trade in China. 

I shall await with great interest the results of 
further negotiations, 
I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AME! 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 15th, 1900. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 135th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. . 
5171 
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nene herewith translation of another note tren the 


Temngi’ Yemen, end my reply thereto. 


Th Nn be un Shes the ned Geneve) sinely 
PRASEH SRO Duotone rogiations tm defense PF the Customs 


officials who have violated thes. 

If the regulations, as the Inspector General states 
them, had been followed, and the ship permitted to clear 
for whatever port the owner pleased, the case would never 
have arisen, 

While it may be true that the clearance given by the 
Customs does not mention the port for: which the ship is to 
sail, yet in this case the agent was compelled by the Tao- 
tai ont the Commssioner to agree that the ships would not 


clear 


2. 

Clear for Japan defere de ceuld secure permission to 1084. 
This is proven by the sworn statement of Ir. Bush, which 
has in no way whatever been refuted or denied. 

IT have the honor to be, 

Sir, 
your obedient servant 
ae, Ce oy mae 

Enclosures: of 


1, The Teugli Yamen to Mr. Cotiger, January 10th, 1900. 
(Translation. ) 


2. Mr. Comger to the Taungli Yamen, January 13th, 1900. 


* 


Enclosure No. 7 in Despatch No. 311 


No. 157. Peking, January 10th, 1900, 


Your Excellency: 

We have had the honor so receive Your 
Excellency's note (of December 2lst, 1899) in regard to 
the claim of the American Trading Company. Your Excellency 
submits as proof in support of the claim the atatement of 
Mr. Bush upon oath that the refusal of permission to load 
for Japan was made both by Mr. J. 7. Hughes, Commissioner 
of Customs, and by the Taotai, native Superintendent of 
Customs, through the British Consul, Mr. J. L. Buttock, 
and the Inspector General of Customs’ note to your prede- 
cessor, Mr. Denby, of November 29th, 1894, in which he 
used these words:"possibly the Taotai did object to specif- 
ically clear the vessels for Japan"; etc., ete., etc. 

In reply, we beg to inform Your Excellency that the 
Yamen instructed the Inspector General of Customs to again 
make a just and impartial investigation into the matter. 


The Inspector General of Customs has now presented a report 


as foliows: 


"A 
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"A thorough examination has been made of all the 


papers in connection with the case and I still hold that it 
is certainly not right to hold that the payment of the claim 
should be admitted by the Customs- for the reason that in 
the permits issued to load 9000010 at the various Treaty 
ports, there is nothing to show that permission is given 
for the cargo to be taken to accertain place. Permission 

is only given to ship cargo. The Customs port clearances 
issued at all the ports, still further, do not specify or 
indicate the port to which the vessel is to proceed. It 
merely states that the duties have been paid and that the 
vessel's papers may be given up: that is all. When appli- 
cation was made to load the two vessels chartered by the 
American Trading Company, permits were at once issued. When 
application was made for the port clearance, it was issued 
at once. It cannot be said that there was any delay caused 
by the Customs. The reason for the delay caused in this 


case was the fact of the vessel taking a circuitous course 


via Shanghai and this was the merchant's own wish. The 
Customs were unable to insist or force the vessels to take a 
circuitous course. In a word,-there is no stipulation of 
Treaty directing or commanding that it must be specified or 


shown 
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shown(in port clearances) the place a vessel is to proceed 


to, and by the rules of the Customs at all ports, permis- 
sion only is given to load and permission given that the 
vessels’ paper may be given up and leave the port. The 
action taken by the cee uA Newchwang, in this case, was 
in accordance with Treaty as well as Customs regulations. 
I present herewith a copy of the Newchwang port clearance 
for perusal." 

In the matter of this claim, we beg to point out that 
Your Excellency specially relies on the fact of the Customs 
Taotai's refusal to grant a permit authorizing the vessels 
to proceed to Japan, and the affidavit of Mr. Bush, an Eng- 
lish merchant, as evidence in support of this claim. The 
case has been thoroughly investigated and it appears that 
the port clearance issued by the Newchwang Customs did not 
specify the place that the vessels were to proceed to. After 
the duties had been paid, it rested entirely in the hands 
of the vessel as to what port she was to proceed to, There 


is no rule by which the Taotai or the Commissioner of Cus- 


toms could issue a special permit and they have no authority 
to interfere or obstruct the movements of the vessels. 


As to the sworn statement of Mr. Bush as evidence of 


the refusal of permission (to load for Japan) it may be 


stated 


1 gees > j Rr. nn 
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stated that this act cannot be taken as evidence of any 
interference or obstruction on the part of the Customs. 

The said merchant proposed to send the vessels to 
Japan, but afterwards changed the destination to Shanghai. 
This was his wish and the mistake ‘is his, and does not in 
any way concern the Customs. The loss sustained on account 
of the delay the said vessels experienced in making the 
voyage may certainly be put down to the opportunity being 
unfavorable. 

As to the amount claimed we beg to inform Your Excel- 
lency that the Yamen cannot agree to its payment. 

We enclose herewith copy of the Newchwang port clear- 
ance, which we ask Your Excellency to carefully peruse. 
Cards of Ministers with Compliments, 


Enclosure: 


Port clearance, as above. 
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Enclosure in Yamen's Note. 
Translation of specimen of port clearance. 
Issued by the Superintendent of Customs at Newchwang. 
In the matter of the issuance of a port clearance,=- 

The merchant......+++++++-has reported that the 
vessel named.....+.++..0f soscceseeeee nationality, register- 
ed number . . . hat phid all the duties on her cargo, requests 
the issuance of a clearance. This port clearance is hereby 
issued so that the rerch ant. . . may proceed to 
eeceeceoeosees „Consulate and present same and take delivery of 
the vessels papers, &. 

Duties 
Tonnage dues Taelss . 
ampere Guties, "= cecccceeses 
Half duty 0 „55556 „ „6 20 
Opium duty ° „6666 6 6 „6 te 
Export duty ° —— 
Total amount paid, Taelss 


Issued Kuang — AAA dc 660 ůmm ee 


Enclosure No. om in Despatch No. 310 
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Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Tannen. 


No. 160. United States Legation, 
Peking, January 13th, 1900, 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

I have the honor to acknowledce receipt of the note 
of Your Highness and Your Excellencies, dated January 10th 
last, concerning the claim of the American Trading Company, 
embodyag a report of the Inspector General of Customs in 
which he very @learly sets forth the rules and practice for 
clearing vessels at the several Chinese ports, showing that 
the papers for permission to load cargo, clearance, ete. 
contain no provision as to the port for which cargo is to be 
loaded or cleared, and that by the Customs regulations at 
all ports, permission only is given to load, and that the 
ship's papers may be given up and the ship leave the port, 
presumably for whatever port her owners desire, and a copy 


of a blank Newchwang port clearance is enclosed. 


There 


To 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yamen, 


etc., etc., etc. 


—U—U—ä— ũ ᷣ — — 


There need be no contention with the Inspector Gen- 


eral upon this question, for if the regulations, as he states 


then, had only been followed at Newchwang, and the American 


Trading Company been allowed to load and clear for whatever 


port it pleased, this case would never have arisen. 


It is because of the flagrant violation of these regu- 


lations by the officials of the Chinese government at New- 


chwang that this claim is presented. 


Notwithstanding the rules and usual practice quoted 


by the Inspector General as to what the Customs officials 


ought to have done, the plain, bald, undisputed fact re- 


mains, that these steamers were refused permission to load, 
both by the Taotai and the Commissioner of Customs, except 
upon the agreement made beforehand that the steamers would 
not clear for Kobe, but only for Shanghai. 

These facts are fully and completely proven by the 
sworn statement of Mr. Bush, which not only remains wholly 


unrefuted, but even absolutely undenied by any person what- 


ever, and must be taken as conclusive, that the Taotai and 
Commissioner did “interfere and obstruct the movementsof 


"the vessels" which Your Highness and Your Excellencies 


explicitly and correctly state in your last note they have 


no authority to do. 


It 


4 N 
95 
: 
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It is this to which I invite the special attention of 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies, and which I must still 


insist fully establishes the liability of the Chinese gov- 


ernment for the damage sustained. 


I submit to Your Highness and Your Excellencies that 
quoting Customs regulations cannot adequately defend offi- 
cials who themselves disregard then. 

It is useless for the Chinese government to plead in 


defense what its officials ought to have done. The vital 


question is: What they did do. 
I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your High- 


ness and Your Excellencies the assurances of my highest 


consideration. 


(Signed ) R. R. CONGER. 
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January 15th, 1900. 
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Secretary of State. 


Subject: Translation of Imperial Decree of the lith in- 
stant in regard to increase of robbery and pil- 
lage in the provinces and which has special ref- 
erence to the misssionary troubles in the pro- 
vince of Shantung. 


(Despatch No. 307, January 6th, 1900.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 15th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a translation 
of an Imperial Decree published on the 11th instant, which 
has special reference to the missionary troubles in the 
province of Shantung. 

It is believed by some to be a considerable step 
backward from the Decree of the 4th instant, of which I 
transmitted a copy in my despatch No. 307, of the 6th in- 


stant, and that the Throne believing the first Decree was 


a little too severe or sweeping, this has been issued as 
a sort of tranquilizing measure, that the so-called "Box- 
ers" and other secret organizations, reading between the 
lines, will find a degree of encouragement, and will con- 


tinue their persecutions and depredations,and so the De- 


cree Will do more harm than good. 


This 
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This is particularly the view of the German Minister, 
and he has, in consequence, made verbal protest to the 
Tsungli Yamen. 

I confess that I myself have some anxiety as to the 
effect of its strange wording; but since we have been 80 
strongly assured that the rebellion would be at once put 
down, and that General Yuan Shi Kai, the newly appointed 
Governor, was just the man to do it, I have thought best 
to presume that they mean what they say, as to let them 
have a reasonable chance to accomplish it before pressing 
them further. 

The english Minister shares my view of the matter, 
and for the present we shall neither of us take any formal 
action concerning this last Decree. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant 
Sl. 
, . WA 
Enclosure: 


Translation of Decree as above. \ 


Enclosure o. — in Despatch No. 82 


Je, 


A Decree published in the Peking Gazette, January 


11th, 1900. 


, | 


Récontiy the practice of robbery and pillage has in- 
creased very much * atl the provinces. Repeated missionary 
cases have occurred and these have in most instances, been 
attributed to the acts of leagues or societies of bad char- 
acters, rebels, ete. We have been requested to cause that 
these outlaws be rigorously arrested and severelt dealt with. 

It must be borne in mind, however, that a discrimina- 
tion showld be made in the nature and object of leagues or 
societies. There are reckless and worthless fellows who 
associate themselves together and become joined in sworn 
brotherhood and relying on their numbers create trouble and 
make disturbances. Persons who league together for such 
purposes the law certainly cannot pardon. 

If law abiding and loyal people, attending to their 


proper duties of life, should combine together to study and 


r OR = Tore 


practice the skill of experts in any art or science (of mil- | 
itia) for the purpose of serving their own protection, or 
where villages band together for the mutual protection and 


guarding their villages and hamlets, this is moreover noth- 


Enclosure No. — in Despatch No. 832 


J,, 


A Decree published in the Peking Gazette, January 


11th, 1900. 


,,, 


messe 15 the practice of robbery and pillage has in- 
creased very much in all the provinces. Repeated missionary 
cases have occurred and these have in most instances, been 
attributed to the acts of leagues or societies of bad char- 
acters, rebels, ete. We have been requested to cause that 
these outlaws be rigorously arrested and severelt dealt with. 

It must be borne in mind, however, that a discrimina- 
tion showld be made in the nature and object of leagues or 
societies. There are reckless and worthless fellows who 
associate themselves together and become joined in sworn 
brotherhood and relying on their numbers create trouble and 
make disturbances. Persons who league together for such | 
purposes the law certainly cannot pardon. 

If law abiding and loyal people, attending to their 
proper duties of life, should combine together to study and 


practice the skill of experts in any art or science (of mil- 


itia) for the purpose of serving their own protection, or 
where villages band together for the mutual protection and 


guard ing their villages and hamlets, this is moreover noth- 
ing 
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22 
nothing more nor less than carrying out the duty of keeping 
watch and rendering mutual help. 

Showld the local officers, when cases occur, not exer- 
cise extra care in making a due discrimination between them 
and carelessly listen to rumors and regard all societies as 
being composed of evil-doers, and punish men recklessly 
with death, this would result in there being no discrimina- 
tion made between the good and the bad. The people's minds 
would therefore be in fear and doubt as the good and the bad 
would be treated alike. Not only would the temper of the 
people be disquieted, but the action of the officials would 
be bad and improper. 

Gur dynasty has manifested great kindness and love to- 
wards Our people for over two hundred years. The people 
have been eating the produce and living on the soil, and they 
have all been imbued with natural goodness. How is it then 
that they willingly become banditti and create trouble and 
thus seek punishment? The whole matter rests on the Viceroy 
and Governors of the provinces, who should be cautious in 
the select ien of virtuous officers, and reform and put in 
order the administration of the local places, so that the 


people may be at rest and live in tranquility. 


When 
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When cases of litigation arise between Christians and 
non-Christians, they should be dealt with in a just and 
equitable manner, and not the least partiality shown. The 
officials should try to give full satisfaction to the gener- 
al wishes of the people, 0 then when cases arise they will 
naturally be able to fully conciliate the popular feeling. 
Whenever the Christians and non-Christians have cases which 
they consider of great importance, these may be reduced or 
changed into cases of minor importance, and in the same way 
there may be cases among the Christians and non-Christians 
that after all turn out to amount to nothing at all. A strong 
foundation of administration of government and good rela- 
tions between foreign powers rest on this (1. e. peace and 
quiet prevailing). 

All the Viceroys and Governors have been the recipients 
of Our greatest favor and they should act in concert with 
Us and consider the difficult questions of the present time. 
They should be in sympathy with the Court and exercise kind- 
ness towards the masses in like manner as Ourselves. They 
should vigorously interest the local officers to deal with 
this class of cases (missionary cases). They should ascertain 


if they (the parties to the case in hand) are banditti or not 


) 
} 
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-4- 
and whether they have caused trouble or not,- it makes no 
difference as to what band, league or society they belong to 
or whether they are Christians or not. 

The people should protect and guard their own native 
places and their howsehelés, They should not listen to idle 
rumors which lead to calamities and the movement of troops. 


presume 
They must not or act on their own authority, and insult 


A 
their village neighbors. Thus quiet and peace will prevail, 
and Our mind which is exercised both night and day be re- 


lieved. This is Our earnest desire. 


Let this Decree be promulgated for general information. 
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January 22nd, 1900. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledging receipt of Circular Instruction 
of November 2lst, 1899, announcing the death of 


the Honorable Garret Augustus Hobart, Vice-Pres- 


ident of the United States. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 22nd, 1900. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your 


Circular Instruetion, dated the Z2ist of November last, 


announcing the sad news of the death of the Honorable 


Garret Augustus Hobart, Vice-President of the United 


States, and to inform you that the flag of the Legation 


will be displayed at half mast for the period of thirty 


days as directed. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Legation of the United States of Americ 
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January 22nd, 1 fs 7 
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* To the Honorable > 
John Hay, | e 2 


Secretary of State, * 
Ge 


Washington, D.C. 


Replying to your letter of the 27th of November 
last, transmitting a claim against me of Messrs, T. V. and 
Z. R. Roe, I have the honor to say that I have refused to 
pay this account for the reason that it includes items 
whieh should not have been charged against me and for 
whieh I am in no way responsible, ie. work done for a gov- 
erness at that time in my employ. 

As must be well known to Messrs. Roe, I am still a 
resident of Irvington and own property there, They could 
have proceeded against me in the regular way had they seen 
fit te do so, 


I have instructed my attorney, J.M.Wainwright, Esquire 


40 Wall st, New York City, to pay the claim, less the 
itms above referred te. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 
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JAN 25 1900 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED IN CIPHER. 


ao: 
Prom. peking, \ 


January 24, 1900, 


2D ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 


Received 10,586 A.M. 


Washington. 


Secretary of State, N | 


Unusual Imperial decree published yesterday sum- 


mons all high officials to an audience at the Imperial 


palace today. Purpose unknown 5 feared. 


Conger. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 24th, 1900. 
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Mr. Conger to the ff py e/. 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Protestant missionaries generally agree that is 
advisable, to demand of the Chinese Government 
the same privileges granted Catholic bishops, 


priests, etc., by Imperial Decree. 


(Instruction No, 192, July 20th, 1899.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 24th, 1900, 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
sir:-: 
Referring to my despatch No. 197 of April 29th last, 


and Department's instructions Nos. 192 and 216 of July 


20th and November 4th last,upon the question of granting 

the same rights and privileges to American Protestant mis-- 
Sionaries in China, as have been granted by an Imperial 
Decree fixing the rank of Catholic bishops, priests, etc., 
and prescribing for them certain rights of visit and com- 
munication with provincial officials, etc.,- I have the 
honor to report that I have given the subject most care- 
ful consideration. During my recent trip to the various 
ports,I improved every occasion to consult the Protestant 
missionaries of all denominations, and at least nine- 
tenths of them, speaking from their own experience at 


treaty ports and in the interior, living near United 


States Consuls and far from them, expressed themselves as 


2. 
a opposed to making any 3 for like privileges, or in 
fact paying any attention whatever to the Decree, 

The gist of all their arguments was,that the Chinese 
were continually soliciting the aid of missionaries in law 
suits and other local difficulties, requesting them to in- 
tercede with Chinese officials, te., and that, if the 
rights and anlage accorded to the Catholics by the de- 
cree, were by public diet given to them, it would be un- 
derstood by the Chinese as a special authority giving the 
missionaries license and power to interfere, and so tend 

to make them civil advocates instead of gospel ministers. 
This they do not desire. With scarce an excep- 
tion, they all testified that they had always been received 
by the Chinese officials when it was necessary to see then, 
and that they preferred to consider themselves all bishops, 
so far as this right is concerned, and if on any occasion = 
they were refused a necessary and proper audience, then it 
would be time enough to interfere and demand additional 
privileges such as are accorded by this Decree, 


Not having the hierarchal grades in the Protestant 


churches, except the Episcopal, they say it would be very 


difficult to make the system fit their preachers and 
teachers, and great trouble would often arise if an attempt 
was made to designate particular individuals to de 


received 


0 5. 
received by the Chinese officials in the various grades 
mentioned in the Decree. 
A General Meeting was held, of missionaries passing 
the summer at Pei-tai-ho, on August 19th last, which passed 
/ 4 a resolution - copy enclosed - requesting the British and 
American Ministers to secure for Protestant missionaries 
the same e of intercourse with Chinese officials 
for the adjustment of church troubles as have recently been 
granted to the Roman Catholics by Imperial Decree, 

This is the only expression of the kind that has 
reached me from the missionaries in China. 

I have, on the other hand, besides the individual 
expression of opinion made to me personally, received res- 
Olutions passed by the china Central Mission Conference 

„ of the Methodist Episcopal Church", "Central China Mis- 

"sion of the Presbyterian Church, and the Bishops of the 

"Anglican Communion in China", all advising against e 
10 action, copies of which are enclosed. 

Several of the missionaries of the Pei-tai-ho Meeting 
afterwards took part in the "China Central Mission Confer- 

"ence of the Methodist Church*,mentioned above, 
While in Shanghai, I visited a*Conference of the Mission 


of the Southern Presbyterian Church of the United states“ 


then 


4. 

then in session, and requested their opinion on the sub- 
ject. Rev. J.W.Davis was instructed to reply for the 
Conference, that they did not desire a request made to the 
Chinese Government for any such privileges for then. 

I have therefore concluded that, in the language of 
your instruction, it is not "practicable to secure for 
"American ese Missionaries in China the same rights 
"and privileges as those conceded in the Decree mentioned, 
"to Catholic Missionaries", and I shall not take the matter 
up withour further instructions from the Department of State. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Enclosures; 
1. Resolutions passed by Conference at Pei-tai-ho. 
2. Resolutions passed by China Central Mission Confer- 
enence of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


3. Resolutions passed by the Central China Mission of the 


Presbyterian Church. 
4. Resolutions passed by the Bishops of the Anglican 


Communion in China. 


Enclosure No. / in Despatch No. IIE 


At a Conference of Missionaries in session at Pei-Tai- 
"Ho on 19th August 1899, it was resolved- 

That This Conference, composed of eighty members of 
various Missions in North China, without any desire for offi- 
cial rank, but only with the aim of placing all churches on an 
equal basis, respectfully requests the British and American 
Ministers to secure for Protestant Missionaries the same priv- 
ileges of intercourse with Chinese officials, for the adjust- 
ment of church troubles, as have recently been granted to the 


Roman Catholics by Imperial Edict. 


HN. N. Lowry, 


Chairman. 


Rob. A. Mitchell, 
Arthur D. Peill, 


Joint Secretaries. 


— — — 


Enclosure No. A in Despatch No. / 


Resolution adopted by the China Central Mission Con- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


We believe in the complete separation of Church and 
State. We do not desire, nor will we accept any official rank 
from the Chinese government. We desire only what is accorded us 
under the treaties as American citizens and the religious lib- 
erty accorded native Christiens under treaty. In view of the 
political changes, which seem imminent, we Mould ask our gov- 
ernment, thro’ its representatives, to take measures to main- 
tain the rights and privileges, both of property and work, 


which we now enjoy. 


ee eee ee e 
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Enclosure No. 3 in Despatch No. 37 - 


Resolution adopted by the Central China Mission of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. 


In view of the recent Imperial Edict, granting official 
status to the Roman Catholic hierarchy, and the question whether 
Protestant missionaries desire the same recognition, the Central 
China Mission of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. would 
record the following opinion and send copies of the minute to 


the United States Minister and to the United States Consul 


General at Shanghai. 

While not wishing to lose the present rights of friend- 
ly intercourse with neighboring officials, we strongly deprecate 
making the church subservient to political ends, which will now 
more than ever characterize the work of Rome in China. Should 
we, even with the best of motives; demand similar rights, the 
tendency would be to make us civil advocates instead of gospel 
ministers, to demoralize the Christians, and to thwart the 
spiritual ends of the gospel. We hope therefore that the United 
States Minister will not claim for us the rights and preroga- 


tives recently accorded by this Edict. 
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Enclosure No. 4 in Despatch No. 5 

The Bishops of the Anglican Communion in China 

to Mr. Conger. 

Shanghai, October 2lst, 1899. 
Sir:- 

The undersigned, Bishops of the Anglican Communion in 
China, have the honour to submit to the annexed Resolution which 
was passed by us at a Conference just now held, and to request 
your earnest attention to the condition of things ehich sug- 
gested it. 

We have the honour to atate that, not only have the 
outrages alleged been frequently noticed in the publis Press 
during the past few years, but that in the provinces of Hupe, 
Chechiang and Fuhkien they have come under the cognizance of 
some of our members. 

We have no wish to complicate our spiritual responsi- 
bilities by the assumption of political rights and duties such 
as have been conceded to the Roman Catholic Hierarchy. 

But we cannot view without alarm, both on behalf of 
our own flocks and the Chinese populations generally, the rap- 
idly growing interference of French and other Roman Catholic 
Priests with the provincial and local government of China. 

We have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servants 
Charles P. Scott, English Bishop in North 
China. 


Charles J.Corfe, English Bishop in Corea and Shing 
King . 


—— —— — 


Frederick R. Graves, American Bishop of Shanghai 
and the Lower Yangtze Valley. 
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William V. Cassels, English Bishop in Western 


China. 
J. Wistoria (missionary jurisdiction in neuen 
G.E. Moule, English Bishop in Mid China. e 
— waite 2 rr 


RESOLUTION: 

This Conference having heard from some of its 
members statements of the extreme hardships endured by converts 
and catechumens at the hands of Roman Catholics abetted by their 
foreign priests, and, with a view to preventing the recurrence 
of such outrages, having considered the desireableness of ac- 
quiring for themselves and their clergy the privileges recently 


eonceded to the Roman Catholic hierarchy by the Chinese Govern- 


‘ment, do not think it advisable to take such a step. 

They resolve, however, to address a letter to the 
representatives of Great Britain and the United States in Peking 
setting forth the danger both to the legitimate interests of 
the Anglican and other non-Roman Missions in China and to the 
public peace arising from the disregard of first principles of 
justice and charity exhibited by -some native Roman Ca-holics 
unchecked or even abetted by certain European priests, ap- 
parently with the support of the French Legation, and to deal 


with which the Chinese Mandarins have professed themselves 


helpless. 
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LEGATION OF THE ane saree OF AMER | | 
PEKIN, 


January 29th, 1900, 


Mr. Conger te the 


e. a 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Confirming Legation's cipher telegrams of the: 
24th and 25th instants. Imperial Decree announces 


Piu Chun as Heir Apparent. 


* 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


January 29th, 1900. 


Te the Henorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
a be, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor te confirm, on the overleaf, my 
telegrams of the 24th and 25th instants, and te enclose 
translations: of two Imperial Decrees upon which they were 
founded. 

Piu Chun, who by the Decree of January 24th, has been 
selected as the Heir Apparent, is the grandson of Prince 
Tun, a brether eof the present Bmperor's father, and alse of 


the late Prince Kung, who was se long at the head of the 


Tsungli Yamen. 


When the present Emperor Kuang Su was selected, there 
was much disaffection on criticism in official circles be- 
cause he was of the same generation as the Emperor he suc- 
ceeded, and because he was not in the direct line of suc- 
cession. By naming the present selection the Adopted Son 


of 


2. 

of the late erer Tung Chi, the theory is that the direct 
of 

line descent will again be established and preserved. 

It will be noted that the Decree is apparently the 
voluntary act of the Emperer, yet it is well understood 
that this as well as all ef his public utterances are simly 
expressiens of the will ef the resse Dewager, and it is 
almest 9 believed that this is another step te- 
wards the early abdication ef the Werer. 

The general repert eon the street is that the abdica- 
tien will eccur en er near the Chinese New Years, which 
111 be the Sist instant. 

A brief Decree by the Empress Dowager, published yes- 
terday and a translation of which I enclose, concerning 
the celebration of the Emperer'’s next birthday, rather in- 
dicates that the abdication is net soon te happen. Yet I 
Shall be prepared te discover that the last Decree is enly 


another clever nove in some way,net yet understeod, te bring 


abeut the retirement ef the Emperor. 


The event, se far, has created little excitement among 
the Chinese, altheugh there are rumors of opposition in the 
South and in sat ether parts ef the Empire. 

1 shall keep you advised by telegraph. 


I have the hener te be, str, 


Your ebedient servens 


TELEGRAM SENT (CIPHER) 
PEKING, JANUARY 24TH, 1900. 
SECSTATE, 
WASHINGTON. 
UNUSUAL IMPERIAL DECREE PUBLISHED YESTERDAY 
SUMMONING ALL HIGH OFFICIALS TO AN AUDIENCE AT THE IMPERIAL 
PALACE,TO-DAY. PURPOSE UNKNOWN, BUT IMPERIAL TROUBLE FEARED. 


CONGER. 


TELEGRAM SENT (CIPHER) 
PEKING, JANUARY 24TH,1900. 
_ SECSTATE, 
WASHINGTON. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. APPOINTS PU CHUN, 


AGED FOURTEEN, HEIR APPARENT. 


CONGER. 


Enclesures: 


1. Translation ef an Imperial Decree published in the 


Peking Gazette January 23rd, 1900. 


2. Trans lat ien of an Imperial Decree published in the 


Peking Gazette January 24th, 1900. 


3. Translation of a Decree issued by the Empress Dowager 


and published in the Manuscript Peking Gazette of the 


28th of January, 1900. 


— 
Enclosure / with despatch 818 


A Decree published in the Peking Gazette, 


i X January 23rd, I900. 
* 
N 


Let Prince Kung, (FPF'u wei) and the Princes of the 
third order,- Tsai Lien, Tsai Ling, and Tsai Jun, the Grand Sec- 
retaries, the Ministers of Presence or Grand Chamberlains, the 
Ministers of the Grand Council, the Comptroller of the Imperial 
Household, the Ministers of the Imperial College of Inscriptions, 
and of the Office of Imperial Instruction, the Chinese and Man- 
chu Presidents of the Six Boards, and Colonial Office, prepare 


for Audience tomorrow-(january 24th.) 


214% „„ «%% „ 


— 
Enclosure No. A in Despatch No. 973 


An Imperial Decree published in the Peking Gazette 
January 24th, 1900. 


In Our youth when we were selected to the succession of the 
Expire, the Empress Dowager carried on the administration of the 
Government behind the curtain and she was extremely diligent in 
the instruction she gave Us on important and unimportant ques- 
tions; in fact nothing was left undone. After we assumed reins 
of the Government, a different state of affairs presented ther- 
selves We have been most anxious that every energy and effort 
should be put forth by Us for the proper administration of the 


Government in er to reverently show Our gratitude for the 


kindness We ha received from the Empress Dowager, and to re- 


spectfully aid in performing the important duties entrusted to 
Us by the 


But since last year the condition of Our health has been 


bad, hat the many perplexing questions of Government that 
have isen has given Us occasion for anxiety. But We reflected 
also on importance of worship at the Ancestral Temples and 


alters to the spirits of the land, and earnestly entreated the 
Empress Dowager to instruct Us in the administration of Govern- 
ment. A year and more have elapsed but We have not regained 
robust health. 

We have not been able to go in person to offer the great 
sacrifices at the Temples of Heaven, Farth, Sun and Moon, or to 
perform worship at the Ancestral Halls and at the Alters. Since 
the country has been confronted with so many perplexing ques- 
tions We have observed that the Empress Dowager both night and 
day has been worrying and shown anxiety and she has had no time 
free from care, 

We have tried to comfort ny om and save Myself trouble, 
but to no avail, and even when eating and sleeping I have found 
it difficult to get repose. We reverently reflect on the diffi- 
culties attending Our Ancestors in creating and perpetuating 


the 


anibretia selsiue 
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the Government and We are very much afraid that We are not able 
to bear the responsibility of Gur office. To recall the time 
when We were selected to succeed to the Throne, We remember that 
the Empress Dowager issued a Decree that on Our having a son 
born to Us he would be appointed the adopted son of the Emperor 


Are 1 


Tungchih. This is well known to both Our Ministers and people of 
the Empire. But We are afflicted with a chronic disease and it 


N * Nera * 


would, in consequence, de difficult to have a son born to Us, 
and the Emperor Tung would therefore have no descendant. This 
concerns the succession of the Dynasty and is a matter of the 


greatest importance. We have anxiously thought about this matter 


IF: 


and find that We have not a leg to stand upon. With all my ail- 


~ ° wen 
. 


ments how can We hope for a complete cure? de thereby implor- 
ed My Sacred Mother to cautiously select from the Imperial 


clansmen a near relation of good character to be the adopted son 


of the Emperor Tungchih, so that in future he may succeed to 

the Throne. We implored and implored Her Majesty and finally she 
gave ear to Our prayer and assented to Piu Ch'un, son of Prince 
Tuan (Kai-i) being adopted as son and heir apparent of the Emper- 
or Tungchih. 


Having received the Empress Dowager's rescript giving her 


assent, We must say that Our gratitude ida inexpressible, and 
We carefully obey Our Mother's instructions and appoint Piu 
Chun, son of Kai-i, as son of the Emperor Tungchih, thus con- 


tinuing the succession of Our Dynasty. 


Let this Decree be universally promulgated for general 
information. 


Enclosure No. J in Despateh No. 3/S 


A Decree issued by the Empress-Dowager, and published 
in the Manuscript Peking Gazette, on the 28th of Jan- 
vary, 1900. 
Next year (July 22nd, 1960) the Emperor will have 
reached the 30th anniversary of his birthday, and it is right and 
befitting that the occasion should be celebrated by the observan . 
of proper ceremonial. 
Let all the proper Yamens exarine the precedents and 
fixed usages as to the cerernonial that should be observed on 


such occasions and memorialize Us on the subject. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 29th, 1900. 


* 
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Mr. Conger te the 


— 


Secretary of State. 
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In continuation of Despatch Ne. 312. Disturbances 
in prevince of Shantung. English, German, French 
and American Ministers send identical notes te 
Yamen demanding suppression of "Bexer® and "Big 


Sword“ secieties. Naval demonstration recommended, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January 29th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary ef State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 
Continuing the subject of my despatches Nos. 307 and 

512 of 6th and 15th instants,- I have the honor te report 
that the latest information from Shantung and Southern 
Chihli confirms the general opinion that the Imperial Decree 
ef January llth, cepy ef which was transmitted in my Ne, 
312, was considered by the "Bexers and "Big Sword" societies 
as in their favor and did give them much encouragement, and 
that instead of the Imperial Decrees and orders scattering 
and suppressing them, their numbers are daily increasing, 
and more serious trouble is threatened, 

On the 16th instant it was reported in the Chinese 
papers that the character "Fu" - Happiness + had been 


conferred by the Emperer upen Yu Hsien, the Governor of 


Shantung, fer which he had returned his thanks in Imperial 


: 
| 


1 * 5 * 
„ : 
| e 


2. 
This is the man whe, because of his failure te pretect 


the Christians and their property, had upen eur demands 


been called te Peking. 


I immediately sent Mr. Cheshire te the Tsungli Yamen 
te enquire if it could be wen that this negligent efficial 
was being thus henored instead ef being punished as 10 
richly deserved. The Yamen replied that it was true that 
the character had been cenferred upen him but that it was 
according te Chinese law, and it was a common practice te 
3 this character, as well as that ef "Shou" - "Leng- 
evity" - upen high efficials, etc. 

I was net neti with this, and becoming convinced 
that the Imperial autherities were trifling with this ques- 
tien which was se imminently threatening our missionaries, 
their converts, and the preperty of beth, I teck eccasion 
In referring to the still unpunished criminals in the I- 
Cheu-fu case in a note sent to the Tsungli Yamen en the 


18th instant, te emphatically express my views of the Gov- 


ernennt 's action, calling especial attention te the Impe- 


rial Decree ef the llth instant, and the bestowal ef the 


cemplimentary character upen the derelict Governor,etc. 
I enclese cepy ef the note and translatien ef the 


Yamen's reply. 
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3. 
Seon after this, the French, English and German Minis- 
ters received additional details ef mere serious and increas- 


ing attacks upon the native converts ef their missiens in 


the previnces mentioned, and a conference ef the three 


Ministers and myself was held at which it was unanimously 


agreed that the situation was becoming intelerable, and 
that the Chinese Gevernment was simply trifling with a 
question ef the greatest impertance te all ef us, and that 
the only pessible hepe of suppressing the riots and stepping 
the persecutions was in the abselute dispersion and abel i- 
tien of these twe sosieties. 
It was therefere decided te ce-eperate in bringing 
this abeut, and we cencluded te send te the Tsungli Yamen 
identical notes urging such actien en the part ef the Impe- 
rial Gevermment as weuld certainly accemplish the result. 
Such netes frem the British, French, German and Ameri- 
can Ministers were delivered te the Tsungli Yamen en the 
27th instant, and it is prepesed te vigereusly press the 
3 ) matter. (Cepy ef note enclosed.) 
It may beceme advisable te have an eppertune and con- 
temperaneeus appearance ef Brit ish, French, German and Uni- 


ted States war ships aleng the Chinese coast in order te 


emphasize 


rT ; 
—— — nlamselillilll im, 


4. 
emphasize our demands, and te frighten the Chinese inte a 
compliance with then. 
3 
If it is, I shall telegraph you and I hepe arrange 
can and will be made with the Navy Department te order them 
ferthwith frem Manila. 
The Chinese Government really care little fer anything 
but pewer, and an earnest exibitien ef it always premptly 
meves then, 
I have the honor te be, 


Sir, 


Your ebedient servant 


Enclesures: 
1. Mr. Cenger te the Tsungli Yamen,January 18th, 1900. 


2. The Tsungli Yamen te Mr. Cenger,January 21st, 1900. 
(Trans lat ien.) 


3. Mr. Cenger te the Tsungli Yamen, January 27th, 1900. 
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Enclosure No. / in Despatch No. 8 / 


Mr. Conger to the rens 14 Yamen. 
5. 0. no. 162. Legation of the United States of America. 

Peking, China, January 15th, 1900, 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 


T have the honor to again remind Your Highness and 0 


Your Excéllencies that your promise made me in June last concern 
ing the punishment of the ring-leaders in the persecution cases | 
at Chi Chou, Jih Chao and I Swei has not been carried out by the | 
local officials. 

Not only have no further arrests been made since my 
last note, but even the two criminals then in prison have been 

released without punishment and are now at large again threaten- 
. ing the Christians, and it is reported that the local officials 
consider the cases closed. | 

So far as this Legation is concerned the cases are not 
closed and will not be, unt 11 the ring-leaders mentioned are 
severely and adequately punished as agreed upon. 

I must therefore demand that Ho Wen Chi and Ho Ting Min 
be immediately arrested, and that Ho Chen Hsi and Ho Lai-min be 
rearrested, and all be forthwith rigorously and adequately pun- 
ished. 

| ee a 

It is perfectly clear, that (tp exactly such official 
neglect, as is evidenced in this case, may be attributed the 
deplorable, lawless and dangerous condition of affairs through 
out the province of shant ung, mich has already resulted in the 
destruction of thousands and thousands of dollars worth of pr 4 
erty, the loss of many Chinese lives and the murder of Mr. 
Brookes. ’ 

To 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 
and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Taran, 


Your 


e te., etc., etc. 
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Your Highness and Your Excellencies will remember that 
I warned you several minths ago, both verbally and by note, that 
just such terrible happenings were certain to occur, unless 
Governor Yu Hsien was compelled to take immediate and effective 
action. 

I was repeatedly assured by Your Highness and Your 
Excellencies that such orders had been sent him; and yet he sat 
idle, flagrantly disregarding these instructions, and calmly 
witnessed his’ province become aflame with rioting, robbery , per- 
secution and murder; while at the same time he was vehemently 
protesting that all was quiet and that missionaries and minister 
were only listening to idle rumors. 

For this conduct this Governor richly deserved the 
severest punishment and permanent degradation. But greatly to 
the surprise and disappointment of all foreigners, he has re- 
ceived instead flattering testimoni@s: and complimentary reward 
from the Imperial Throne. 

Surely rioting cannot be suppressed and persecution 
stopped in this way. 

This can have no other effect than to encourage the 
"Boxers" and other lawless organizations in Shantung, in their 
publicly declared and banner displayed determinaticn to drive 
out all foreigners, and to extirpate Christianity. 

It is currently circulated in Shantung and elsewhere, 
that these secret societies, such as the "Boxers" and "Big 
Knife", actually believe that they have the secret sympathy and 
endorsement of the Throne; and unhappily many sinologues insist 
that the Imperial Decree of the llth instant in large measure 
justifies this belief; certainly the Imperial commendation of 
Governor Yu Hsien furnishes grounds for such opinions, 

However, the best proof in the world that this is not 
the case, and that China desires and is determined to faithfully 


fulfil 
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fulfil all her treaty obligations, will be the speedy suppressié 


＋ 
sation 


for the property destroyed, thus increasing the good relations 


of these rioters, the restoration of order, the punishmen 


the criminals and the derelict officials, and prompt comp 


between friendly powers. 

The treaty powers have a right to demand that this 
be done, and 1, in behalf of my Government, its citizen subjects 
and their peaceful work in China, do demand it. 

Specific demands for the punishment of particular offi- 
cials, and of leading rioters and persecutors, as well as for 
compensation for chapels and other property destroyed, will be 
made in a later note, especially if it shall be found that Gov- 
ernor Yuan Shi Kai does not thoroughly punish and compensate. 

In the meantime, and as made infinitely more impor- 
tant by the recent event in Shantung, I repeat my particular 
demands as to the eng Chou, Ji Ji-chao and I Swei cases mention- : 


ed above. 


I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your High- 


ness and Your Excelleneies the assurances of my highest consid- 
eration. 


(Signed) E.H. Conger. 
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Enclosure No. ol in Despatch No. 3/6 
The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


No. 1358. Peking, January 2lst, 1900, 
Your Excellency: 

We had the honor to receive Your Excellency's note (of 
January 18th) wherein you request the immediate arrest of the 
criminals in the Chi Chou, Jih chou and 1 Shui cases, namely 
He Wen-chih and Ho ing win -who had fled- and the rearrest of 
Ho Lai-min and Ho Chen-hsi, and that they all be forthwith rig- 
orously punished, etc., etc., ete. 

In reply we would beg to observe that on the lith of 
December, we wrote to Your Excellency stating that the Yamen 
had communicated with the Governor of Shantung, calling upon 
him to rigorously instruct the officials concerned to arrest 
without fail the criminals. This is a ratter of record. on re- 
ceipt of a report from the Governor of Shantung, we will again 
address Your Excellency. 

As to the reference made in Your Excellency's note of 
the character "FU" (happiness) having been bestowed upon Governor 
Yu by the Throne, om his arrival in Peking, we may state that 
this matter was fully explained personally to Mr. Interpreter 
Cheshire by Minister Hsu Ching-cheng, at the Yamen on the 16th 


instant, and it is believed he has already informed Your Excel 
lency . 


Cards of Ministers with compliments. 


+ 


ato Me pon eee 


Enclosure No. 3 in Despatch No. 3/G 
Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 
5. 0. No. 163. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, January 27th, 1900. 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

Within the last few weéks I have had occasion to address 
Your Highne-ss and Your Excellencies both by letter and person- 
ally with regard to the depicrable state of affairs which exists 
in Northern Shantung and in the center and south of Chili. 

This state of affairs, which is a disgrace to any civ- 


ilized country, has been brought about by the riotous and law- 
less behavior of certain ruffians who have banded themselves to- 


gether into two societies termed the "Fist of Righteous Harmony" 


and the "Big Sword Society", and by the apathy and in some in- 
stances actual connivance and encouragement of these societies 
by the local officials. 

The members of these societies go about pillaging the 
houses of Christian converts, breaking down their chapels, rob- 
bing and illtreating inoffensive women and children, and it is 
a fact, to which I would draw the especial attention of Your 
Highness and Your Excellencies, that on the banners which are 


riotous and lawless 
carried by these people are inscribed the words "Exterminate the 


N 


Foreigners.“ 

On the llth January an Imperial Decree was issued 
drawing a distinction between good and bad societies. The vord- 
ing of this Decree has unfortunately given rise to a wide spread 
impression that such associations as the "Fist of Righteous 
Harmeny"® and the "Big Sword Society“ are regarded with favor by 
the Chinese Governrent, and their members have openly expressed 
their gratification and have been encouraged by the Decree to 
carry on their outrages against the Christian converts, 

To I 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and The ir Excellencies of the Tsungli Yanen, 
etc-, ste, etc. 
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T cannot for a moment suppose that such was the inten- 
tion of this Decree. These societies are, as I have shown, of thr 
most pernicious and rebellious character. 

I earnestly beg to draw the serious attention of the 
Throne to the circumstances above described; the disorders have 
not yet reached such a stage that they cannot be stamped out by 
prompt and energetic action; but, if such action be not immedi- 
ately taken the rioters will be encouraged to think that they 
have the support of the Government and proceed to graver crimes, 
thereby, endangering interhaticnal relations. 

As a preliminary measure, and one to which I attach 
the greatest importance, I have to beg that an Imperial Decree 
be published and promulgated, ordering by name the complete sup- 
pression and abolition of the "Fist of Righteous Harmony" and 
the "Big Sword" societies, and I request that it may be distinct-. 
ly stated in the Decree that to belong to either of these so- 
cieties, or to harbor any of its members, is a criminal offence 
against the law of China. 

IT avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your High- 
ness and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest con- 


sideration, 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 
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MAR 20 1900 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF ee 
PEKIN, CHINAJREAU. 
6 — 


January Sist, 1900. 


* 


Mr. conger te the 


Secretary ef State. f(r 


Subject: Department's suggestions that the Department of 
Poreign Affairs be advised unofficially of the 
favorable impression made by H.E. Wu Ting-Fang, 
Chinese Minister at Washington, and Mr. Ho Yow, 
Censul General at San Francisco in the executien 
of their efficials duties, will be carried out 
when the eppertunity presents itself. 


(Instruction Ne. 219, December 15th, 1899.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


January Slst, 1900. 


Te the Henerabie 


John Hay, 


Secretary ef State, 


Washingten, D. 0. 


Sir: 


I have the hener te acknevledge receipt ef instruc- 


tien Ne. 219 ef the 15th ult ine, suggesting the advisability 
ef unefficially conveying te the Department’ ef Foreign Af- 
fairs the faverable impressien which Mr. Ho Yew has made 

in the execution ef his efficial duties as Chinese Censul 
General at San Francisce, and alse, if the eccasion should 
be eppertune, te say something in faver ef the Chinese Hin- 
ister at Washingten, Mr. Wu Ting-fang. 

The Chinese efficials are very suspicieus, and an in- 
timation even that eur peeple desired the retention of 
either ef these twe excellent efficialg might be one rea- 
son for their recall. Hevever, I will watch fer a prepi- 
tieus mement, and if anything can be prudently said, I shall 


impreve the eccasien te say it. 
I have the honer te be, Sir, 
Your ebedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERI 
PEKIN, CHINA, PUREAD 
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February lst, 1900. 


Mr. Cenger te the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Acknowledgment ef Department's instructions re- 


ceived during the menth of January, 1900. 


: 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


February lst, 1900. 


Te the Honerable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washingten, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor te acknowledge receipt of Depart- 
ments instructions Ne. 217 te Ne. 219 inclusive; unnunm- 
bered dated Nevember 2lst, 27th, 29th, December 7th, and 
14th; and Circular dated Nevember 2ist, 1899; received 
during the month ef January. 

IT have the henor te be, 
Sir, 


eur ebedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, : 
~ PEKIN, CHINA. BUREAU. | 
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ig? February 1st, 1900. 


Secretary ef State 


Subject: Cenfirming Legatien's telegrams ef January 26th 


and February lst, and Department's telegram of 


January 29th. Pestal arrangement between the 


United States and China signed. \ 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February ist, 1900. 
Te the Honerable 
Jehn Hay, 
Secretary ef State, 


Washingten, D.C. 


IT have the honer te cenfirm, on the overleaf, my tel- 
egrams of January 28th and to-day, and yours ef January 
26th, in relation te the prepesed agreement between the 
United: States and China, whereby under the previsiens ef 
Article 17 ef the Universal Pestal Conventien cenciuded at 
Washingten on June 15th, 1897, Chima might receive the ben- 
efit of Pestal Union Service, and te say that the agreement 
has te-day been executed in the terms suggested by the 
Pestmaster General ef the United States. 

In cenferming with Chinese metheds and because Sir 
Rebert Hart desired it,I have had Mr. Squiers, Secretary ef 
Legatien,,sign the agreement, and I have appreved, sealing 
the same with the Legat ien seal, which I take it, is a sub- 
stantial cempliance with your instructions. 


The Chinese authorities desired te leave out of Art- 


icle 1, Sectien 2, that part which requires the mails te be 


2. 
0 passed threugh the United States Shanghai Agency se that 
they might deliver their mails directly te the steamship 


cempanies. 


It seems te me sinee San Francisce and Tacema are des- 
ignated as the exchange offices, and since the Chinese Pos~ 
tal Administration must arrange fer the payment direct with 
the steamers, that it weuld be an unnecessary bether te both 
them and the United States Pestal Agency at Shanghai, and 
would always necessitate an earlier closing ef the mails, 


But as I had neo autherity te make changes, and a request fer 


permission te de se might net be by telegraph accurately 
understeed, we cencluded te sign the agreement in the exact 
terms ef the Pestmaster . memorandum, leaving this 
matter fer future adjustment, which I apprehend can be eas~- 
ily dene by instructiens te the Shanghai Pestal Agency. 

The reasen fer the necessity suggested in my telegram 
ef immediately cencluding the arrangement, is that a like 
arrangement is being made with the French Gevernment, and | 
it will be ef seme advantage te us te have been the first te 
render the Chinese Gevermment this aid. an 

The Department evidently everleeked the request in my 


telegram as te the time when the arrangement might ge inte 


effect, and hence we agreed that it sheuld be as seon as the 


Gevernments . 


— ee 


8 3. 
eoversninte can make the necessary arrangements. 

The Chinese Gevernment will have little te de, and 
therefore the time ef taking effect will depend entirely 
upen our Pest Office Department. I trust it will be in 
advance ef the French arrangement... 

Sir Rebert Hart assures me that they will be ready at 
all times ee make any changes er add any details that in a 
pradiea trial ef the arrangement eur Pest Office Depart- 
ment may find desirable er necessary. 

The agreement was executed in duplicate, ene cepy fer 
the Chinese Gevermment and the ether enclesed herewith, 
I have the honor te. be, 


Sir, 


Yeur ebedient servant 


’ 4 


. 
Nele sure: 


Cepy er Postal drrangement as above, 


TELEGRAM SENT. 
PEKING, JANUARY 28, 1900. 
SECSTATE, WASHINGTON. 
CHINESE GOVERNMENT AGREES TO POSTAL ARRANGEMENT AS 
AMENDED BY POSTMASTER GENERAL'S MEMORANDUM IN DEPARTIUENT'S 
INSTRUCTION NUMBER 194.. WIRE ME AUTHORITY TO SIGN, STATING 
DATE TAKING EFFECT. IMPORTANT CONCLUDE ARRANGEMENT IMMEDIATELY. 


CONGER. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 


WASHINGTON, JANUARY 29, 1900, 


CONGER, PEKING. 
YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO SIGN POSTAL ARRANGEMENT. 


HAY. 


TELEGRAM SEIT. 
PEKING, FEBRUARY 1, 1900. 


SECSTATE, WASHINGTON, . 


d 
* 


POSTAL ARRANGEMENT SIGNED TODAY. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Legation officially notified of the appointment 


of an Heir Apparent. Translations of notes from 


Tsungli Yamen, 


(Despatch No, 315, January 29th, 1900.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 5th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to enclose herewith translations of 
two notes received from the Tsungli Yamen, and my reply 
thereto. 

Copies of the Decrees embodied in the notes were trans- 
mitted to the Department in my despatch No. 315 of the 29th 
ultimo, 

I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


a 
. — 
Enclosures: COKE. . * 


1. The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, February rd, 1900. 
(Frans iat en) 


i 11 0 : 
2. The Teungli Yamen to ur Conger) February Sra, 1900 
3. Mr. Conger de thé Taungl3 Yemen, February 5th, 1900. 
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Enclosure No / with despatch No FZO 


The sung li Yamen to Mr Conger. 


—— ——— — 


No 141. 


— ae 
* 
—— —— — 


Peking, Feoruary 3rd, 1900. 
Your Excellency: - 

The Prince and Ministers have the honor te inferm 
the Minister of the United States, that on the 24th of Jan- 
uary, 1899, the follcowine Decree was issued:- 

" In Our youth when we were selected to the succession 
cf the Empire, the Empress Dowager carried on the adminis- 
tration of the Government behind the curtain, and she was 
extremely dillicent in the instructionshe gave Us on import- 
ant and unimportant questions;- in factnothing was left un- 
done. We have been most anxicus that every energy and effort 
should be put forth oy Us fcr the proper administration of 
the Government, in order to reverently show Our gratitude 
for the kindness We have received from the Empress Dowacer, 
and to respectfully aid in performing the important duties 
entrusted to Us oy the Empercr fungchih. But since last 
year, the condition of Our health has been bad, sco that the 


* 
many perplexing questions of Government that have arisen, has 


ott Sam 


given Us occasion fcr anxiety. 


fo recall the time when We were selected to succeed to 


a ust. — -. > hee 22 — 


the Throne, We remember that the Empress Dowager issued a 


Decree that on Our having a son born to Us, he would be appoé + 
Int od the adopted son of the Emperor Tungchih. This is well + 
known to both Our Ministers and people of the Empire. But 


We are afflicted with a chronic disease, and it would , in 


con@sequence, be difficult to have a son born to Us. This is 


a matter cf the greatest importance, We therefore implored 
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Our Sacred Mother to cautiously select from the Imperial 
clansmen, a near relation of geod character, to oe the 
adopted son of the Emperor Tungchih, so that in future he 
may succeed to the Throne. We implored and implored Her 
Majesty, and finally she gave ear to Our prayer and assented 
to P*u ch'un, son of Prince bois (fsai i), oeing adopted as 
son and heir apparent of the Emperor Tungchih. 

Havine received the Empress Dowacer’s rescript giving 
her assent, We * say that Our gratitude is inexpressible, 
and We carefully obey Our Mother's instructions and appoint 
P*u Ch' un, son of Tsai 1, as son of the Emperor Tungchih,- 
thus continuing the succession of Our Dynasty." 

The Yaren would observe that sincere friendly re- 
lations exist hetween China and the United States, and on 
this occasion of the appointment of an adopted son of the 
Emperor Tungchih, it is right that an official‘announcement 
of same should be made to the Minister of the United States. 
Further, the Chinese Minister at Washington, will oe in- 
structed to communicate this appointment to the Honorable 


Secretary of State. 


To His Excellency, 
Edwin H, Conger. 


etc, etc, etc. 
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Enclosure No * In Despatch No Flo. 


* 
The Tsune li Yamen to Mr Conger. 
No 142, Peking, February Srd, 1900. 


Your Excellency: - 

we Prince and Ministers have the honor to inform 
the Minister of the United States, that on the 28th of Jan- 
uary, I899, the Empress Dowager issued the following Decree:- 

"Next year the Emperor will have reached the 30th 
anniversary of his birthday, and it is right and bef itt ing 
that the occasion should ve celeorated oy the observance of 
proper ceremonial, Let all the proper Yamens examine the 
precedents and fixed usages as to the ceremonial’ that should 
be observed on such occasions and memoralize Us on the sub- 
ject" 

The Yamen would observe that friendly and cordial 
relations have lone existed between China and the United 
States, and it is right, on the comine occasion of the 30th 
anniversary of the birthday of the Emperor,-when the people 
of the whole Empire will unite in their congratulations and 
there will be general rejoicing- that an official announce- 
ment of the event should be made to the Minister of the 
United States. Further, the ese Minister at Washington, 
will be instructed to communicate the above to the Honorable 


Secretary of State. 


To His Excellency, 
Edwin H, Conger. 


etc, etc, etc. 
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Enclosure No.~5 in Despatch No. 2c 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 


No. 165. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, February 5th, 1900, 

Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Highness and Your Excellencies two communications of the 3rd 
instant,- the one enclosing a Decree issued by the Emperor 
appointing Pu Ch'un, a son of Prince Tuan,- the adopted son 
and heir apparent of the late Emperor Tungchih; and the ether 
embodying a Decree by the Empress Dowager in regard to the 
coming 30th anniversary of the birthday of the Empeéror. 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your 
Highness and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest 


consideration, 


(Signed) B. H. Conger. 


2 


To 


His Highness, Prince Ching, 


| 


and Their Excellencies of the ſune 1 amen, 


etc., etc., | etc. 
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Secretary of State, vy, 0 
* 
Washington, ) J 
Chinese Government requests that United States Ambas-~ 


sador at London act as arbitrator in Steamer Kowshing case. 


CONGER. 


yt 
. 7. 1900 — 178999 4 u. 


* 5 = 9 5 % 3 : wie ' Ce : : 
‘ 4 2 . . Ai 4 ~ * “A aha a 
g Sra oan eo dike. oh BOYS. Pi 1250 
C bed 
2 ä 9 5 7 1 
sae ae SS 
a yr an ie) 9 12 as 470 ** 
* coe 15 * ra. 2 ae 
3 * be n my 4 
wee . ‘ \~" + 2 


f 

2 
vibe = 

2 eS 7 
1 
7 


* 
” 
* 


,, SN Q g 
. ** 


* 


„ 
4 8 7 4 n 210 ofa Ne. ee A oka tered ee oft ae aud Beet 
| — Gy A ro.» 


COU XY An K AD — 4 eee 


CUC UHU war duale: a eee ee 
a e l C Eee ol i 
Jimi ear war. by. 49 o-f- . eg e fom 
Chisel | 
Ob ss e bast a ye ly da NN * 
l b by ZU... alt thal A, 
(ebe our Anibarsador a Une 
Mew Whe cal G 5 


5 193 


* 


tog 84 . 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Subjess: PouTiming Legation's end Department's telearans 
mt the Stb inatant, W. Choate, Ambaseador at 
Londen te et de arbateater in "Kowshing® case. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


Pebruary 10th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 


Washington, D.C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to confirm, on the overleaf, my 
cipher telegram of the 8th instant and the Department's re» 
ply of the same day, in reference to the request of the 
Chinese Government that that Mr. Choate, United States 
Ambassador at London, act as arbitrator in the steamer 
"Kowshing" case, now in dispute between the Chinese and 


British Governments. 


Translation of note from Tsungli Yamen, and my reply 
thereto are enclosed herewith. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Enclosures: 
1. Teungli Y to wm. Conger, 7 1900. 
ee: oan ned Wo. 


2. W. Conger to the Teungii Yamen, February 10, 1900. 
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TELEGRAM SENT. (CIPHER) 


PEKING, FEBRUARY 8TH, 1900, 


CHINESE GOVERNMENT REQUESTS THAT UNITED 


STATES AMBASSADOR AT LONDON ACT AS ARBITRATOR IN STEAMER 


KOWSHING CASE. 


CONGER. 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED. 


WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY STH, 1900. 


* 


HAVE ADVISED AMBASSADOR HE CAN 


ACCEPT KOWSHING ARBITRATION IF AGREEABLE TO HIM, 


HAY. 


= : RiclosurecNo. / in Despatch No. Ja | 

The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. 

No, 144. Peking, February 7th, 1900. 
Your Excellency: 

The Prince and Ministers have the honor to state 
that in the matter of the case of the Steamer "Kowshing", the 
question has been under discussion between the Chinese and 
British Governments and arranged to submit it to arbitration. 
The Chinese Minister at London, H. F. Mr. Lo, has telegraphed 
that "the British Government proposes that the United States 
Ambassador to England, H. R. Mr. ‘iia Choate, be named as 
arbitrator, but is necessary that both the Chinese and British 
Governments should request the United States Government's con- 
sent to Mr. Choate’s acting in that capacity." 

The Prince and Ministers would observe that the Chinese 
Government agree to the views expressed by the Government of 
Great Britain, and they address the Minister of the United 
States, requesting him to be good enough to telegraph his Gov- 
ernment 3 that permission be granted to Mr. Ambassador 
Choate to act as arbitrator in this case, by whose means a just 


decision may be arrived at. 


The 


‘ : 1 1 
r 
a x SAMs n 


— — a la 


- — ‘ — — es — * rm, ge : 9 ö * * ity * ad « 
pip Mey RCO i i N 5 WIN 17 aes em | 
he ae . 1 0 € 1 * ’ — * 8 * 2 


morteairosth 


re 
at 


é 


«f 
— 
— 


7 
© 


r 0 


- 


— 428 
rr 


The Prince and Ministers have the honor to request 


the Minister of the United States to be good enough to favor 


them with a reply to this communication. 


To 


His Excellency, Edwin H. Conger, 


Ste. „ etc., etc. 


—— — 


; Nr an . 7 q . * 
MS ; pe 8 1 * : * . nary . * 1 f 
. — — — — : - 9 1 0 N “~~ 7 > N 1 nese: “Ss es fd 
_ K — 24 a — ty = * E * “ Say ot 7 Ee 7 4 8 — is es . 4 4 
2 22 b> 7 od be hry Re. ie? . zo D 8 * N * ‘alte * ee ae * * A, Nan * r i. © 8 N. V * K. " 1 K 4 1 as 
7 4 9 N . q . wi) - .™ 1 1 é . 7 -* 4 7 8 
1 : 4 N . ad 


Pn 5m Bee 


. 9 
2 


Enclosure No. * in Despatch Ko. Io 7 


„ „% % % % % „ „% „ „„ „ „ „„ „% „% „ „„ „% „ „% 6% 6% „% 6% „% „% „% „% „% „% „„ „„ % „„ „ 6 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 


F. 0. No. 168. Legation of the United States of America. 
| Peking, February 16th, 1900, 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

Replying to the note of Your Highness and Your Excel- 
lencies of the 7th instant in which I am informed that it has 
been proposed by the British Government that His Excellency 
Mr. Joseph N. Choate, United States Ambassador at London, act as 
arbitrator in the case of the steamer Kowshing, and wherein I 
am requested to communicate the wish of the Chinese Government 
that he 80 att. to the State Department at Washington,- I have 
the honor to advise Your Highness and Your Excellencies that I 
immediately transmitted the request and am now in receipt of a 
resis in which I am informed that my Government consents to the 
proposal that Mr. Choate act as arbitrator provided that it is 
agreeable to him to do so, and that he has been so advised, 

I avail myself of the occasion to assure Your Highness 


and Your Excellencies of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) Z. R. CONGER. 
To 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Tanen, 


etc., etc., etc. 
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NS 3 February 11th, 1900. 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State: 


Subject: Diplomatic Corps visits Tsungli Yamen to pay 
their respects on the occasion of the Chinese 


New Year. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 11th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, ' 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to report that on the 8th instant 
the Poreign Ministers, accompanied by the Secretaries and 
Interpreters of Legation, visited the Tsungli Yamen to pay 
their respects to Prince Ching and other high officials 
on the occasion of the Chinese New Year. 

All the Legati-ons in Peking were represented with the 
exception of the English - Sir Claude MacDonald being absent 
from the capital. 

The reception was a most cordial one, during which the 


usual elaborate Chinese repast was served. 


J 


Mr. Cologan, Spanish Minister and Doyen of the Diplomat- 
ic .Corps,. proposed. the health of the Emperor, which was 
Ir 
responded to, ince Ching who proposed the health of the 


heads of the Foreign Governments whose representatives 


* 


were 


2. 
were there present. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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MY. Conger. to the 


Subject. Application of Chinese Exclusion Act to Chinese 
desiring to enter the Philippines. Further or- 
respondence with Tsungli Yamen, 


(Despatch No. 279, November 27th, 1899.) 


- 


. Tad 


term OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 13th, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to enclose translation of another 
note from the Tsungli Yamen and my reply thereto, concerning 
the exclusion of Chinese from the Philippines. 

It seems to me that the same reasons for excluding them 
from the United States do not obtain in the Philippines. 

If the Islands are to be developed,- and of course 
they are, labor will be in great demand, white labor can- 
not endure that climate and the natives will not work, hence 
Chinese laborers, always efficient, will be greatly needed. 

The Chinese Government has always felt considerably 
hurt, or rather cross over our sweeping “Exclusion Act", 
and if now it shall seem best to allow the Chinese to enter 
the Philippines under less rigorous restrictions, it would 
please this Government very much, and consé yuently aid in- 
stead of hinder that progress in American trade development 


which 


Ly 


2. 
which we are hoping for in this country. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
LLC g 
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Enclosures: 


1. The Tsungli Yamen to ur. Conger, February 10th, 1900. 
(Translation) 


2. Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, February 12th, 1900. 


Enclosure No / With iespatch No 343 8 


The Tsunz li Yamen to Ur Conger. 


No 146, 
Peking, February IOth, 1900. 


Your Excellency:- 

In the matter of the enforcement of the Exclusion 
Act against Chinese being admitted into the Philippines, on 
the 16th cf November last, the Prince ani Ministers addressed 
a communication to the Minister cf the United States, asking 
him to request the United States Governor of the Philippines, 
to suspend the prohivition against Chinese immizration there. 
The Minister of the United States repliei that he had trans- 
mitted the Yamen's request to the Heneraole Secretary of 
State: this is a matter of recori. 

A note from the Chinese Minister at Washington, has 
now been received by the Yamen in which it is stated that in 
regard to the matter of extending the exclusion Act to the 
Philippines, nothing whatever has been done, as yet, (by 
Congress) tc cut off the immigration of Chinese to these is- 
lands. 

The Yamen would observe, however, that the Philip- 
pines are in close proximity to China. There are a creat 
many Chinese there, and they have deen going to and fro for 
centuries past. They have relations of old standing living 
at varicus places on the Islands, the same as in one's old 
home or village, and the conditions under which they live 
there are very different to those existing in the United 
States. Purther, the natives, for the most part, are lazy, 


imbecile, and not to be trusted; while on the other hand, the 


7 


7 8H— . ² —— ꝰ — el 


Chinese are dilligent, careful and can ve relied upon. If 
the Exclusion Act is to de extended to, and enforced in, the 
Philippines, this would not only affect the good relations 
existing with China, put preve, in many ways, inconvenient 
to the interests of american merchants. 

The Prince and Ministers veg the Minister of the 
United States to address the Honorable Secretary of State, 
asking him to strive to prevent the extension of the Exclus- 
ion Act to the Philippines, to the end that the frienily 
relations between the two countries may be consoliiatei and 


thus. serve the interests of merchants. 


To His Excellency, 
Edwin H, Conger, 


etc, etc, etc, 
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Enclosure No. dl in Despatch No. 33 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungii Yamen, 


. 0. No. 170. Legation of the United States of America. 


Peking, February 12th, 1900. 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies: 

In acknowledging receipt of the note of Your Highness 
and Your Excellencies of the 10th instant concerning the en- 
forcement of the United States Exclusion Act against Chinese 
entering the Philippines,- I have the honor to reply * 1 will 
again call the attention of the Honorable Secretary of State to 
the matter as requested. But as this must be a matter of Con- 
3 legislation, which, however, has not yet been taken 
up by Congress, I would suggest that the Chinese Minister at 
Washington be instructed to interest himself in the matter there, 
in order that not only the facts of the situation, but also the 
desires of the Chinese Government may be properly and effective- 
ly presented to Congress through the Department of State. 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your High- 


ness and Your Excellencies the assurances of my highest con- 


sideration. 


(Signed) E. N. CONGER, 
To 


His Higness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies of the Tsungli Yamen, 


etc., etc., etc. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Subject: 


Secretary of State. 


Further large rewards offerred for the capture 
of Kang-Yu-wei and Liang Chih-chao. 


(Translation of Imperial Decree.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


February 15th, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to enclose translation of a very in- 
teresting Imperial Decree published yesterday offering 
large additional rewards for the capture, dead or alive, of 
Kang Yu-wei and Liang Chih-chao,. 

It is also authoritatively reported that the Empress 
Dowager, enraged because of the escape of Kang Yu-wei from 
Hongkong, has ordered the Viceroy, Li Hung-chang, to destroy 
his ancestral graves. 

Recently a — was sent from several hundred na- 
tive merchants of Shanghai to the Empress Dowager, protest- 
ing against her treatment of the Emperor. This telegram 
was signed and forwarded by one Kin, the manager of the 
Shanghai telegraph office, 

Because of this Sheng Taotai, the Director General of 
1 and Telegraphs, has been ordered to deliver up Mr. 
Kin within one month, but he has already fled to Hongkong. 


It 


2. 

It is quite evident that there is considerable ex~ 
citement in the Imperial Palace, and evidently some cause 
for alarn. 

But, if there has been a determination to compel the 
immediate abdication of the Bmperor, or to put him out of the 
way, it has been abandoned or postponed for the present, 
because information has been sent down from the Palace that 

an | 
his health has improved and, Imperial Decree published that 
the Emperor will receive the entire Diplomatic Corps in 
audience on Monday, the 19th instant. 
I have the honor to be). 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


Enclosure: 


Imperial Decree as above. (Translation. ) 


' 


Enclosure NO eit iespatch no 32 = 


A Decree, published in the Manuscript 


Peking Gazette, February I4th, 1900. 


We have repeatedly issued Our commands to the Vicercy's 
and Governor's of the Maritime provinces, to offer rewards 
and thus buy a clue towards the discovery and arrest of Kang 
Yu-wei and Liane Chih-chao, who have committed serious crimes 
and who are extremely wicked and vicicus, out up te the pres» 
ent time they have not oeen caught. These rebellious persons 
are savage in disposition, like a welf,- which cannot de 
tamed, and they are still in the vicinity of Our sea coast, 
trying to excite men's minds with a view to leadine them 
astray. They have established a newspaper, and in a reckless 
manner are spreadine reports and sowine the seeis of sedition 
among the people. These acts are enough to make one's hair 
stand on end. 


Let the Ministers Superintendent of Northern and 


Southern Trade, the Vicercy'’s and Governor's of the Min-Che 


and Two Kuang provinces once more make it clearly known, that 


any one,- irrespective of class- who will seize Kane Yu-wei 
and Liang Chih-chao, and hand them over to any Government 
official, on their being identified as the real culprits, a 
reward at once will oe given of Taels 100,000. If by any 
chance the said criminals are dead, on their corpses being 
identified, the same reward will be civen. Let this reward- 
money be deposited beforehand in the vaults of the Shanghai 
Taotai, and it is to be paid at once, on the delivery and 
identification of the said criminals, thus avoiding any | 
delay in payment which would occur by the money being passed | 


to and fro. Should the persen or persons making the capture, 


prefer 


* . 2 is eo ee 
oar ta e 


prefer, instead of the reward money, a substantive official 
appointment, and be given any of the official ranks or titles, 
this will certainly be done, as a special reward. 

The said revels have established a newspaper office 
and are selling their publicatians within the borders of — 
China. If Our people do not buy and read them, they will 
then naturally have no means of carrying out their clever 
Schemes. Let all the said Viceroy's and Governor's, cause 
a strict investication to be made and whenever persons are 
found buying or reading the above named essays, they are, 
one and all, to be arrested and punished. Further, dilliae 
gent search is to be made for all the seditious literature 
formerly published by the said rebels, and when found, it is 
to be burned, thus vindicating the laws of the Empire, and 


tranquilizing the minds of the people. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED-STATES OF AMER : 
PEKIN, CHINA. | 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Recommending permanent use of Slater: Code in 
telegraphic correspondence between Legati on and 
United States Consulates in China, 


(Circular Instructions dated January 8th,1900) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 20th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Sir:- 

Referring to Department's Circular Instructions of 
the Sth ultimo,- I have the honor to inform you that I have 
found Slater's Code a most convenient one for use in my tel- 
egraphic correspondence with the various United States Consu- 
lates in China, far simpler that the code in use prior to 
the Slater's Code. Messages sent under the former were but 
rarely received without some or in oipher ing or trans- 
mit ting, causing needless delays and expense in repeating. 

I beg to suggest, therefore, that the Slater's Code 
may be retained here for use in China in telegraphic cor- 
„ this Legation and tho * consulates; 

I have the honor to 1 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Subject: In continuation of despatch No. 514, January 24th, 
1900, in regard to privileges granted Catholic 


Bishops, priest, etc, by Imperial Decree, 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February list, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:=- 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a com 
munication from the Secretary of the Shanghai Missionary 
Association just received, embodying a resolution upon the 
question as to what position Protestant missionaries ought 
to take in view of the action of the Chinese Government con- 
ferring official rank and privileges upon the clergy of the 
Roman Catholic church. 

This question was the subject matter of my despatch 
No, 314 of January 24th ultimo, and this may properly be 
considered a part of that communication. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant , 
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O Rnelosure-No. in Despatch No. Fa G 


The Shanghai Missionary Association to Mr. Conger. 


13 Kiukiang Road, Shanghai, 
14th February, 196C, 
The Hon. E.H.Conger, 
United States. Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Peking. 
Sir:- 

The Shanghai Missionary Association, composed chiefly of 
English and American Missionaries and representing various 
branches of the Christian Church have had under consideration 
the question as to what position Protestant Missionaries ought 
to take in view of the action of the Chinese Government confer- 
ring official rank and privileges upon the clergy of the Roman 
1 Church, 

The matter was fully discussed at our last meeting, held in 
Shanghai the 6th February, 1906, at which meeting about one hun- 
dred members were present. The following resolution was almost 
unghimously adopted, only two members expressing any objection 
to it: 

" Resolved, That while we insist that whatever rights and 
priveleges are granted to Roman Catholics should be granted also 


to Protestant Christians, we disclaim any desire for official 
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80 
rank and position. We only desire that we and our Chinese Chris- 
tian constituency be free to worship God and propagate our faith 
without official hindrances, and that all should be protected 

in the exercise of their civil and religious rights as law- 
abiding citizens." 

By a subsequent «motion I was instructed to forward a state- 
ment of this action to vou and to the British Minister at Peking 
for your information. 

— 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) John Trevor Smith, 


Hon. Sec. S. M. A. 


4 . „ 
ae tr 


al 


ayer 


1 — IMDS Fo ae 


aS oy e . 72 =. 4 9 
a a F i f 1 i ee 
* > 9 


* 3 * Wa * 8 n e 
. aT we wes abe a -s fe ee oe eee ow Bae SG 
ae 24 * ah" A as 7 ‘ > hs 
— ‘ ’ * * e ye ri 
W 
1 
+ 1 


LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AM 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


FS TR 
fe ** NN e eee 
) APFI9OL 
| * . 
Wer S. APR 7 1900 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: The satisfactory record of Minister Wu Ting Pang 
and Consul General Ho Yow has been brought un- 


officially to the notice of the Chinese Govern 


ment. 
(Instruction No. 219, December 15, 1900.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


February Ist, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

While at the Tsungli Yamen a few days since, I took 
occasion, in accordance with Department's instructions No. 
219, December 15th last, te.incidentally mention to Prince 
Ching and Minister Hsu Yung-i the satisfactory official 
record of Minister Wu Ting Fang and Consul General Ho Yow, 
and suggested that it might prove beneficial to both China 
and the United States if they were retained at their pres- 
ent posts, and that certainly their retention would not be 
Gisagreeable. to our Government or our people. 

Both Prince Ching and Mr. Hsu Yung-i replied that they 


agreed with me and would be pleased to see both officials 


re-appointed, but it was a matter which the Throne must de- 
cide. I did not think it best to say more. 
1 have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Secretary of State. 


American Trading Company claim. Tsungli Yamen 
offers to pay $2000.00 (Mex.) in full settlement, 
but Company refuses to accept. 


(Daspatch No, 311, January 183th, 1900.) 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Pebruary 22nd, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

sir:- 

With reference to the claim of the American Company, 
and continuing my despatch No. 311 of the 13th ultimo,- I 
have the honor to transmit herewith copies of subsequent 
correspondence with the Tsungli Yamen on the questi on of 
a compromise of the elan. 

Considering the note of the Tsungli Yamen, No. 139, 
as an expression of their desire to come to some sort of 
amicable settlement, I wrote to Mr. v. s. Mens, the repre- 
sentative of the Company at Tients in, asking him to name 
some minimum amount which the company would be willing to 
receive in case I found an opportunity to compromise, He 
refused to name a sum, but said they would consider any of- 
fer the Tsungli * might make. 

1 then, in order to bring about a conference, wrote a 


note suggesting an arbitration. They replied as you will 
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2. 
see, agreeing to a conference which was had at the Tsungli 
Yamen on the 12th instant, at which seven members of the 
Teungli Yamen were present. 

They planted themselves upon the defense made by the 
Inspector General of Custens, and said that he would not 
agree that any error had been committed by them, or that 
the claim should be paid; but they were willing to concede 
for the sake of a settlement that a mistake had been made 
on both sides, and were willing to pay fifteen hundred dol- 
lars ($1500.00) if thus the matter might be settled. 

I replied that I could not agree that the American 
Trading Company was at all in the wrong, but to show that 
neither my Government nor I was obstinate in the matter, 
and in order to respond in an equally friendly way to their 
offer, I would recommend to the company the acceptance of 
a sum less than their claim, if a reasonable amount could 
be agreed upon; 

After some two hours ere — 1 a final 
proposition, proposed that if they would agree to pay twen- 
ty-five hundred dollars ($2500.00), I would submit the pro- 
position to the company and advise it to accept. 

they finally raised their offer to two thousand dollars 

Fm Os wt eure, ont insisted that I should 


submit 


te 


2 * * 
* 
. 


D. &if Ww 
; * 
* 7 * 
1 = oe, 
oe Oe 


d re aa * 
{ 2 
gins 

3 


i * Saal 

* 8 

. rr. 
* 


\ 


3. 
submit it to the company. I told them I would, but could 
not advise them to accept. 

However, I did submit it to Mr. ens, telling him I 
believed it was the maximum sum they would pay and advised 
him to accept. He, however, rejected the offer, and asked 
me to say to them that he would accept Shanghai taels 2200. 
This I 4id,ana they reply that they cannot agree to the 
payment of this amount. 

The original claim, which included some two years in- 
terest, only amounted to three thousand, eighty dollars 
and sixty-three cents ($5080.63), a nd in view of all the 
circumstances surrounding the case, it seems to me that the 
offer of two thousand dollars ($2000.00) is a fair one and 
ought to have been gladly accepted by the company. However, 
I suppose they know their own business, 

During our conference, one member of the Tsungli Yamen, 
suggested the best and only possible defense that, in my 
judgment , can be made to the claim but which has never 
been offered, yet one which I pointed out as a query in my 
original report made to the Department on the case, to wit: 
whether or not the American Trading Company did not waive 


its right to claim damages by definitely agreeing to clear 


for 


4. 


for Shanghai instead of Kobe. 


I have the honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your obedient servant 


See e. 3 


me losur es: 


1. 


4. 


The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger January 25rd, 1900. 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, 


The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, 


Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen, 


The Tsungli Yamen te Mr. Conger, 


(Translation) 
February 7th, 1900, 


February loth, 1900. 
(Translation) 


February 17th, 1900. 


Pebruary ist, 1900. 
(Translation) 
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The TPsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


No, 139. : Peking, January 23rd, 1900. 
Your Excellency:- 
We have had the honor to receive Your Excellency 

note of January 15th concerning the claim of the American Trad- 
ing Company, wherein you point out that the Taotai and Commis- 
sioner did interfere and obstruct the movements of the vessels 
and it is this to which you invite the special attention of the 
Yamen, and which you still insist fully establishes the liabil- 
ity of the Chinese Government for the damages sustained, etc. 

In reply we beg to observe that as to the statement made by 
Your Excellency, that the Taotai and Commisioner of Customs 
violated the regulations of the Customs and prevented the vessels 
from proceeding to Japan, -the views of the Yamen on this point 
were already set forth in the Yamen’s previous note. After the 
duties had been paid, it rested entirely in the hands of the 
vessel as to what port she was to proceed to. If, as is stated, 
the Customs interfered or obstructed the movements of the ves- 
sels, the said merchant had only to exercise his own authority 
in the matter, and insist on following this course. But as he sent 
the vessels to Shanghai, he set aside the authority he could 
have exercised. [f this was not his wish, the mistake is his, 
and he should bear the loss. These views were set forth in the 
Yamen’s previous note. It is for this reason that the Yamen 
holds that it is not right for China to pay the lain. 

But in view of the fact that hitherto the Yamen and Your 
Excellency have transacted business in a friendly way, we do not 
desire from first to last that we should each hold to our respec- 
tive views and the case remain unsettled. If Your Excellency can 


devise or has some other method of meeting the issue at stake, 


so that matters may be eqalized on both sides, the Yamen would 
be pleased to hear what it is. 
Cards of Ministers with compliments, 


2 — ter —— 1 ae . . 
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Enclosure No. 2 in Despatch No.3 2 8 
Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Ten. 
. 0. No. 167. Legation of the United States of America. 
Peking, China, February 7th, 1900. 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 
I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the note of 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies of the 23rd wltimo, in which, 
concerning the claim of the American Trading Company, it is 
suggested, in view of the friendly way in which all business 
has been transacted between Your Highness and Your Excellencies N 


not 
and myself, it — that we hold to our respective views 


and the case remain unsettled. 

I fully agree with these suggestions, and , since Your 
Highness and Your Excellencies further say: "If Your Excellency 
can devise, or has some other method of meeting the issue at 
stake so that matters may be equalized on both sides, the Yamen 
will be pleased to hear what it is", I take occasion, in reply, to 
propose that the matter be submitted to arbitration. This will 
be a fair and honorable way and will enable the case to be 
justly and satisfactorily settled. 

If this suggestion meets the approval of Your Highness and 
Your Excellencies, a personal interview can be had to arrange 
the manner and details of the arbitration. 

I avail myself of the occasion to assure Your Highness and 


Your Excellencies of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 
To 


His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli Yamen 


sto, etc., etc. 


Enclosure No.3 in Despatch No. 2 8 
The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger. 
No. 145. Peking, February 10th, 1900. 
Your Excellency:- 

We have had the honor to receive Your Excell- 
ency’*s note of February 7th concerning the claim of the American 
Trading Company, wherein vou propose that the matter be sub- 
mitted to arbitration which would be a satisfactory and just way 
of settling the case, and Your Excellency suggests that ang 
interview can be had to discuss the details, e Ce 

The Yamen considers Your Excellency — . — 422 being 
just and equitable in your dealings, and hence you were request- 
ed to devise some method of meeting the issue at stake. But 
the amount of the claim is small, and it is not worth while 
requesting a person to act as arbitrator in order to arrive at 
a just decision. 

We have the honor, therefore, to request Your Excellency 
to be good encugh to call at the Yamen on the llth instant, 


at Z o*clock, when we can discuss the question together. 


Cards of Ministers with compliments. 


* 
N 


— „ 


Enclosure No. . in Despatch No. 325 
Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen. 


F. C. No. 173. Legation of the United States of America 


Peking, China, February 17th, 1900. 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 

I have the honor to inform Your Highness and Your Excellen- 
cies, that according to the promise made in our personal con- 
ference an the 12th instant, I have submitted to the American 
Trading Company your offer to compromise their claim by paying 
two thousand Mexican dollars ($2,000) in full settlement of 
the same. 

They refuse to accept this amount, but authorize me tp say 
that they will. accept two thousand two hundred Shanghai taels. 
(Shai. Tls. 2200.) 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness 


and Your Excellencies the assurance of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) E.H.Conger. 


To 
His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsungli 


Yamen, 


e te., etc., etc. 


Enclosure No. $ in Despatch No. Bad F 
The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Cinger. 
No. 155. Peking, February 2lst, 1900, 
Your Excellency:- 

We have had the honor to receive Your Excel- 
lency's note of the 17th instant, wherein you state that the 
American Trading Company refuse to accept the amount of $2,000, 
offered by the Yamen in settlement of their claim, but they 
authorize you to say that they will accept Shanghai Taels 2,200. 

In regard to this case, the Yamen claim that the American 
Trading Company had indeed made a mistake, but at the interview 
Your Excellency had at the Yamen some days ago, we, the Ministers 
considered the question with a view to a harménicus and peaceful 
arrangement being made, and therefore agreed to order the Cus- 
toms to make and pay the sum of $2,000. This plan would equalize 
matters on both sides but the Yamen would not agree to the 
payment of an additional sum. 

It now appears that the said Company will accept Shanghai 
Taels 2,200, but this would be at variance with the principle 
of equalizing matters on both sides; and we beg to inform Your 


Excellency that the Yamen cannot agree to the payment of this 


amount. 


Cards of Ministers with compliments. 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subeject: Emperor's audience to foreign Legat ions. Polit- 


ical situation, 


44.9 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA, 


February 22nd, 1900. 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir: 

The Buperor held the usual New Years Audience at the 
palace on the 19th instant at 10 o'clock. A translation of 
the note of Tsungli Yamen inviting the foreign Ministers 
with their official staffs to be present, and copy of my 
acknowledgment is herewith enclosed. 

All the Ministers with their respective suites assem- 
bled at the appointed place, mere they were received by 
Prince Ching and other high officers of state. The Audience 
took place soon after with the usual ceremony. The Spanish 
Minister,Mr. Cologan, Doyen of the Diplomatic Corps, deliv- 
ered t-he address to the Throne, which was responded to by 
the Emperor, Prince Ching reading nae reply from manuscript. 
Translations of both are enclosed. 

The Banquet which was given by order of the Buperor 


to the Diplomatic Corps, took place on the 2list instant, and 


* 


at which all were present excepting the members of the 
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Italian and Austrian Legations, and Japanese Minister... 

Prince Ching, assisted by the members of the Tsungli 
Yamen, Secretaries, etc., received their guests, and did 
everything to make the occasion an enjoyable one, A most 
elaborate Chinese "tiffin" was served consisting of some 
thirty courses. During the "tiffin® the health of the . 
peror was e by the Doyen in a few happy remarks, and 
to which Prince Ching replied. Copies of both speeches are 
enclosed, 

The Buaperor has changed very much in appearance since 
I saw him at my presentation in July, 1898, He then looked 
frail and delicate, and has never been strong either men- 
tally or paysieaily, but now, although not apparently more 
emaciated, his face bears evident traces of mental suffering, 
his eye has lost its brightness and his expression indi- 
cates a near approach to imbecility. His connection with 
the entire function, as I apprehend it is with all govern- 
ment administration, was that of a mere puppet, and his sit- : 


uation 40 indeed pitiable. : 9 


_ Referring te my despatches 10, 318 of January 29th, and 


No. 320 of February Sth, I have now no. doudt * that 


a definite plan had im fact been arranged for his absolute 
abdication or deposition at the Chinese New Year, and that 


was one of the reasons for depatching His Excellency | 
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Li Hung Chang as Viceroy to Canton where the most trouble- 


some opposition might be expected. 

It is, however, currently believed that such credita~- 
ble rumors of possible disturbance reached the ears of the 
Bupress Dowager, and such timely warnings were received dy 
telegraph and otherwise, as to compel a yielding to the more 
3 counsel of her advisers, and it was then decided 
to go no further, at present, than the selection of an Heir 
Apparent, and this audience, and the preparations for the 
celebration of the thirtieth anniversary of the Buperor'’s 
birthday were resolved upon to emphasize this last decision 
and allay the general suspicion as to the real purpose, 

There is in consequence of all this little change in 
the political situation here. 

It is apparent,however, that during the preoccupation 
of Great Britain in the Transvaal, that the Continental 
3 are watching every chance to take advantage of it. 

8 is pushing the completion of her railroad in 
Manchuria with all possible speed and will 8 3 
oppor tuni ty to extend and increase her influence, 

on the 16th instant the Prench Minister sailed from 


Ching Wan Tao in a man-of-war for the south of China, with 


the avowed purpose, not generally credited, of paying a 


7 . . 9 
+ 1 
8 a * 
‘ — 
% „ 
1 
4 r 25 2. x ; 8 atl Y A a + * * . * 
7 N bee Sy a he A 1 2 ny \ Sala < 7 8 44 Se 3 1 A > 4 2 * By 
5 * 7 e : “> 8 ale, ö a 4 > * 1 * * J * = a 
ö ‘ 1 N . ie — pil a 4 "3 » a 8 2 9 1 74 0 ’ WA ‘ 1 A 
4 0 * e+ 3 » g 


— OP 


* 


4, 
General of Tongking, stopping "en route“ at Kwang-chau Bay, 
Canton, etc. 

It is not believed that the French desire any more 
actual possessions, unless it may be the island of Hainan, 
but that she does wish to 1 more exclusive rights and 
privileges in the expected development of contiguous Chi- 
nese territory, and that this trip is being made for the 
purpose of strengthening her hold in the South just as Rus- 
sia has already done in the North, there can be little 
question. 


The Empress Dowager is undoubtedly considerably fright- 


ened and has been really afraid to move with the neces: - 


sary force and severity against the "Boxers" and "Big Sword" 


socities in Shantung, evidently deeming it unwise and unsafe 


to have, at this time, bitterly arrayed against the Govern~ 
ment strong and armed organizations which might be most 
convenient nucleuses: for a general rebellion. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


— Your obedient ‘servant 


. 7 a 
Enclosures: - 2” Mees LS gf 


1. Teungli Yamen to Mr. Conger,February 11th, 1900. 


(Translation) 
2, The Tsungli Yamen to Mr. Conger, February 135th, 1900. 


(Translation) 
Mr. Conger to the Tsungli Yamen,February 15th, 1900, 
Doyen's Address to the Throne. (Translation) 
The eien speech at „ (Translat 
Doyen's specen at Banquet. 1 
s reply. (Translation) 


Enclosure No. / in Despatch No. J ot 7 


The Tsung 1i Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


No. 147. Peking, February llth, 1900. 
Your Excellency: 

On the 15th of January last, the Prince and 
Ministers had the honor to receive a communication from His 
Excellency B.J.Cologan, Spanish Minister, (Dean) stating that 
the Foreign Ministers would be very much pleased to call on the 
Emperor to offer their congratulations on the occasion of the 
New Year, and he requesteé the Yamen to memorialize the Emperor 
and ascertain if His Majesty would receive then in Audience. 

On the 9th instant the Yamen presented a memorial to 
the Emperor, and today the following Rescript was issued:- "Let 
the Audience take place on thé 19th of February, at 10 o'clock 
A.M., in the Ch'in Cheng Tien." 

As in duty bound 8 and Ministers send a copy 


of the o Decree for the information cf the Minister of the 


United States. 


To 
His Excellency, Edwin H. Conger, 


to., etc., etc. 
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b Enclosure No. in Despatch No. 5 2 7 


The Tsung 11 Yamen to Mr. Conger. 


No. 152. Peking, February 13th, 1900. 
Your Excellency:- 
In a previous communication, we had the honor 

to inform Your Excellency of the time fixed for the Audience, 

We have now the honor to state that, in obedience to 
an Imperial Decree ordering that a banquet be prepared at the 
Yamen for the entertainment of the Diplomatic Corps, we have 
selected the 2lst of February, at two o'clock for this occasion. 
We shall appear on this day in official costume, and we request 
Your Excellency to honor us with your presence, accongfnied by 
the Secretaries, Interpreter and other officials, who are to be 


reshived in Audience with you, and who will accept, we hope, 


our invitation. 


Cards. of Prince and Ministers with compliments. 
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Enclosure No.3 in Despatch No. GL 7 


Mr Conger to the Tsung 11 Yamen. 
. 0. No. 172. Legation of the United States of Anerica. 
Peking, China, February 15th, 1900. 
Your Highness and Your Excellencies:- 

T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
notes of Your Highness and Your Excellencies of the 13th in- 
stant, touching the coming audience. Your Highness and Excellen- 
cies inform me that you will depute a special officer to escort 
me to the Hai Tan Gate on the morning of the audience, and you 
request me to send a list of the Secretaries, Interpreters and 
other officers, giving their full official titles, who will 
accompany me, and further, an invitation is extended to me and 
the officers of the Legation who accempany me to the audience, 
to attend a banquet to be given at the Yamen on the 2lst instant 


at 2 o'clock. 


In reply I beg to state that I will be accompanied toc U 
the audience by Mr. H.G.Squiers, ist Secretary of Legation; Mr. : 
W.E.Bainbridge, 2nd Secretary of Legation; and Mr. F. D. che sh ire 


Interpreter of Legation. 


I also beg to say that I accept with pleasure, as well 
as my official staff, the kind invitation of Your Highness and 


Your Excellencies to attend the banquet. 


T avail myself of the occasion to renew to Your Highness 


and Your Excellencies the Assurances of my highest consideration 


R. H. Conger. 
10 


His Highness, Prince Ching, 


and Their Excellencies, the Ministers of the Tsung 11 


Yamen. etc., etc. 
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Enclosure No. V in Despatch No. IAF 


Speech of Mr. Cologan, Spanish Minister and Dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps, at the Imperial Audience, February 19, 
1900, 

Sire:- 

In approaching the Throne the Diplomatic Corps cannot 
forget that last year the delicate state of Your Majesty's 
health deprived it of the high honor of presenting to you di- 
rectly, as usual, their best wishes for the New Year. 

It is for this reason that the Representatives of the for- 
eign powers friendly to China, experience an unusual pleasure 

in being able today to offer Your Imperial Majesty, at the same | 

time their respectful compliments, their most sincere felicita- t 

tienes upon the improvement in the precious health of Your Majes- 

ty, and their most earnest prayer for your personal happiness. 
The Ministers of the Nations here represented have no doubt 
that the good relations at present existing between their gov- 

8 China will cont inue to be friendly, and they hope 

even that they may become from day to day still more cordial, 


for the mutual benefit of China and their Countries. 


These are the sentiments of the Diplomatic Corps, to which 
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I have the honor to give expression, and I once more pray Your 


Majesty to deign to accept our good wishes the most respectful 


and sincere, 
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Enclosure No. — in Despatch No. 84 7 


Translation of Emperor's speech delivered at Audience 
February I9th, 1900. 

The kindly sentiments expressed in the congratula- 
tory address, in which Your Excellencies unite, have civen 
me profound pleasure. 

I wish a happy New Year and increasing prosperity 
to Their Majesties the Sovereiens-Emperor's Kings and Queens- 
and Presidents of your honorable countries. 

It is my wish that Your Excellencies will poring in 
closer connection the relations of friendship oetween cur 
respective countries and from this time the mutual good feel- 
ing between China and Foreign Powers, may reach the hichest 
decree, and all alike enjoy the olessings of peace.This is 


Our earnest wish. 


A 


Rie So Or we 


. ‘ . . 
rr Se sain ee ee ee a ints ne ee ee ee 
1 > 2 Ne 70 * 4 1 2 7 ‘ 2 
ap, te x he AO TS ( a Fe ee ae hh Blk Lens 
7 oo at a% ‘ U 7 2 1 
4 hon) 4 4 1 1 us cA’ 8 yes - “ , — * ‘ 4 
q N * : . bay 1 ‘4 


Enclosure No. b in Despatch No. 3 2 7 
Speech of Mr. Cologan, the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, 
at the Banquet of the Tsungli Yamen, February 21st, 1900. 


Highness and Excellencies: 


I know of no better way to begin the remarks which I 
have the honor to address you, than by expressing the keen sat- 
isfaction which the Diplomatic Corps experienced in presenting 
directly to His Majesty, the Emperor, their best wishes for the 
New Year. That circumstance so favorable to it, has permitted 
also the gathering at this banquet, which Your Highness and 
Your Excellencies have offered, and which last year it was «eces- 
sary to dispense with because of the delicate state of His Maj- 
esty’s health. 

These ceremonies and courtesies ought to have signifi- 
cance and purpose; the mutual desire to bring closer together 
the high officials and the Representatives of friendly power sg, 
and of helping to maintain reciprocal and cordial relations. 

The Diplomatic Corps here is called upon to treat of 
questions of a general character, and I am happy to assure Your 
Highness and Your Excellencies that it is inspired with the most 
friendly desires, and that in its suggestions the Tsung 11 Yamen 


will always find every consideration due to the individuals and 


the circumstances, that is to say, respect in manner and prudence 


in acts. 


The Diplomatic Corps in fact most heartily wishes for 


= 


the welfare and prosperity of China, and in that sense it will 


a eet 


view with pleasure every measure which, by a voluntary act of 
the Government or as the result of an agreement, will tend to 


increase the wealth of the country, to secure the benefits of 
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civilization, for the advancement and well being of the entire 1) 


Chinese people. 


The foreign Representatives have, on account of their 


* 2 ~ 


positions and residence here, been induced to make certain 


requests 


2 

requests of local interest, and in those we should not be charged 

with following a particularly selfish purpose. : 
Street inspections, lighting, a good police and hygiene 

are not only conveniences, but are also necessary elements of 

progress. Some improvements recently made or being made in the 


neighborhood of the legations have already sufficed to create 


there an entirely different appearance, a condition relatively 
exceptional. | 

Our street, heretofore silent, has become crowded, and 
this little reform which has existed only a few months seems to 
have taken us years away from what existed before, 

Soon we shall have the electric light, and that will 
not be all, because old Peking, undoubtedly, must transform 
itself more or less slowly, now that steam has made easy the 
access to it, if it wishes to retain its superiority and its 
rank as the capital of a great Empire, in view of the progress 
which maritime contact and good example displays around those 
in the ports open to foreign commerce, 

The Diplomatic Corps sincerely rejoices in all these 
gradual general or local improvements, and I congratulate nyself 
on being able also to declare at the same time on this occasion 
that I thank Your Highness and the Tsung 11 Yamen for this an- 
nual banquet in which we have all taken part, animated by senti- 
ments the most friendly. 

Dear Colleagues and Gentlemen, I ask you to drink to 


the prosperity of China. 
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Enclosure No, Fé in Despatch No. Fak 7 


Translation of Prince Ching’s speech at Banquet civen 


at Tsune li Yamen, dy order of Emperor, on February 218t, 


1900. 


This banquet to day is given in obedience to the 
Commands of His Majesty oe Emperor. 

It is a source of great pleasure to my colleazues- 
the Uinisters of the Yamen-and myself, to have Your Excel- 
lencies present, where we may all rejoice together. 

I raise this glass of wine and drink the health of 
the Sovereigns-(Emperors, Kings and Queens)-and Presidents 
of Your Honorable Countries, expressing the hope that they 
may enjoy lasting prosperity and honor, and that peace and 
quiet may prevail within the States over which they rule, 

I also express the wish that Your Excellencies, in 
your residence in China, may enjoy yourselves and be happy; 
that all questions that come up of an Internaticnal nature, 
may be discussed with a spirit of friendliness te the end 
that the happy relations existing vetween China and Foreign 


Countries may be consolidated and made more firm, This is 


my wish. 


E. 
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LEGATION OF THE UN STATES OF Kachin, 7 
PEKIN, CHINA. 
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DIPLOMATic 
; 
24th, 1900, 

APR 12 1900 February ’ 


PUREAY 


Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Dredging the Woosung Bar and conserving the Wang 


Poo River. 


(Instruction No. 220, December 18th, 1900.) 


eS 


: 10. 880 
@ 
Legation of the United States of America, 
Pekin, China. 
Pebruary 24th, 1900, 
To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Seeretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

Referring to your instruction No, 220 of December 18th, 
last, in regard to dredging the Woosung Bar and the conser- 
vancy of the Wang Poo River, I have the honor to report 
that upon conferring with my colleagues I find they are not 
instructed to move actively in the matter at present. Be- 
sides the shippers and others most interested in the pro- 
ject at Shanghai are not yet agreed upon any plan for the 
organization of a board, or for the work; and until this is 
done there is little use to press the matter here, at least 
not until the strong commercial powers can take up the ques- 
tion together. 

I have informed my colleagues that I am ready to take 


simultaneous action with them at any time. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Mr. Conger to the 


Secretary of State. 


Subject.. Change in Legation's telegraphic address suggested. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Pebruary 26th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir: 

Referring to the Department’s telegraphic correspon- 
dence with this Legation which is addressed "Conger, Minister, 
Pekin,- I have the honor to suggest that the word "Minister* 
be omitted in future as the address so amended is sufficient, 

I have the honor to be, 
sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


Pebruary 26th, 1900. 


To the Honorable 
John Hay, 
Secretary of State, 
Washington, 1. 
Sir: 

Referring to the Department's telegraphic correspon- 
dence with this Legation which is addressed “Conger, Minister, 
Pekin,- I have the honor to suggest that the word Minister“ 
be omitted in future as the address so amended is sufficient, 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant 
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Pebruary 26th, 1900, 


Subject. American Presbyterian Mission at Chefoo protests 


against German movements in Shantung. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 26th, 1900, 


To the Honorable 

John Hay, 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
sir:- 

I have the honor to transit herewith a copy of a 
protest of the American Presbyterian Mission at Chefoo. 
against the movements of the Germans in Shantung. 

The Germans have undertaken the building of certain 
railroad lines, and the development of certain mining dis- 
tricts in the interior of the province, 

The people don't like it, and some serious conflicts 
have arisen and others will probably arise in consequence, 
and it is probable that the general anti-foreign sentiment 
may be thereby increased, and as an indirect result- mis- 
sionaries and other foreigners suffer. But for this reason 


we can hardly demand that the Germans retire from the prov- 


ince. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
ee | 

: Your obedient servant 
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Mr. Corbett and others to Mr. Fowler. 


Chefoo, China, Feb. 14, 1900, 


Mr. John Fowler, Esq. i 
Dear Sir:- 

We the members of the Chefoo Station of the Anerican 
Presbyterian Misgion feel that, thro the activity of the Germans 
in this province of Shantung in the way of prospecting for min- 
erals and in the laying of railroads, the lives and property of 
American missionaries and their families are being endangered, de- 


cause of the fact that the natives are bitterly opposed to all 1 


movements of this kind, and they make no distinction between 


foreign nationalities whatever, 


To mention a few incidents by way of proof. Barly last 
year because of an attack ade on a small party of Germans while 
on their way from the sea coast to I-chou-fu, an expedition of 
German soldiers were landed to punish the rioters. This occurred | 


within 25 miles of Ienoufu and endangered the missionary families ‘| 


there not a little. We understand that no adequate protection 
was afforded them tho instructions were supposed to have been 
given for that purpose. We understand that when our people enter- | 

ed into communication with the commander of said expedition . 
and inquired about protection, they were informed that they 
would have to come to him if protection was necessary. Such pro- | 
tection was worse than useless. Again, last spring, while the 1 
senior member of our mission here, Dr. Hunter Corbett, was it in- ; | 
erating in Chimoa, in the territory under German jurisdiction, a 1 
party of German soldiers came in conflict with a Chinese mob in 1 
which they killed three of them. As A consequence the relatives tI 
and friends of the killed went up and down ‘tro the country seek- 
ing some foreigner on whom they could wreak revenge, and Dr. 


Corbett encountered great danger. Last autumn a German prospector 
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2 
and his two German followers came in conflict with some Chinese 
wheelbarrow men near the city of Tai an-fu. The natives claimed 
that one of their number had been killed by them and followed 
them to Tai An-fu where they stirred up the city and thus on- 
dangered the lives of American missionaries who live there and 
with some of whom this German party stopped over night. Since 
then an English missionary, the Rev. S. M. Brooke, was brutally 
murdered in that region. Just recently some German mining en- 
gineers were attacked by a band of rioters about 15 miles from 
Weihsien and after killing 3 of the rioters and wounding many 
others, they fled to the American Mission compound at Weihsien 


being pursued to within 7 miles of the place. 


While we think that our friends in the interior did 
perfectly right in thus obeying the dictates of humanity in re- 
es iving these men and doing all they could for them in their 
circimstances, we feel on the other hand, that it should be re- 
mémbered on the part of the Germans that by such action they are 
exposing American citizens and their families to danger, who on 
account of their ladies and children could not so easily escape 
for their lives, as in case of themselves armed and unenctmbered 
as they are. 

In view of these circumstances, we as American citi- 
zens do respectfully request that our government bring this 
state of affairs to the attention of the German government and 
ask them to instruct their representative in this province not 4 
to needlessly expose American citizens to risk and that in case 
they are thus endangered by them, whether directly or indirectly, 
they see that adequate protection is afforded them. We feel that ; 
this is no more than just especially in view of the fact that for i 
40 years American missionaries have been carrying on missionary 1] 
work in this province in accordance vith treaty right and og : 
comparatively little molestation, buat now, since the entrance of 


the Germans into this province, our lives, property and work have a 
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been more or less ehdangered and that therefore the German 
0 government should see that we are adequately protected whether 
by the native authorities or by themselves. 

We trust that our respected government may see the 
justice of our claims and act in accordance therewith. 

Will you therefore, dear Sir, bring this our petition 
to the attention of the proper authorities at Washington, and 
oblige 

Your obedient servants, 
Hunter Corbett 
Geo. Cornwell 
W.G.Elterich 


Wm. John L. Nevins, 
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26th, 1900, 


Secretary of State. 


Subject: Railway between Tientsin and Newchwang completed. 
Steam communication established between St Peters- 
burg and Vladivostok by way of Siberia. Chinese 
Eastern railway from Port Arthur to Vladivostok 


will be completed in August. 
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
PEKIN, CHINA. 


February 26th, 1900, 
To the Honorabie 


John Hay, 


Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 
Sir:- 

I have the honor to report that the Tientsin-Shanhai- 
kuan-Newchwang branch of the Chinese Imperial Railway is 
now completed and will soon be opened to general traffic. 
The distance from Tientsin to Newchwang is 348.63 English 
miles. The line from Tientsin to Chinchow, 268.635 English 
miles, over which trains have been running for some months, 
is said to pay 14 per cent on the whole capital invested, 


It is expected that when the entire line is open the road 


will pay a return of 30 per.cent. 


(Russian) 
The Chinese Eastern Railway, which is now completed 


from Port Arthur as far north as Moukden, connects with 


“ Méechwang at Ta-shi=chiao, thence to Port Arthur- distance 


180 miles. Owing to the danger of running trains in China 


during the night the time between Port Arthur and Peking 
will be about three days, 


_ The Russians are working with feverish activity to 
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“Yer Bast", Port Arthur and Vladivostok, where she is said 


2. 
finish the road from Moukden to Vladivostok, and it is 


thought that Russia's two great strategic points in the 


to have garrisons variously estimated at from 120,000 to 
200,000 men, will be 8 by rail not later than August 
ofithis year. P 

Trains are now running over the Siberian Railway as 
far east as Stretensk on the river Shilka, a tributary of 
the Amur, from where the river route must be used to arrive 
at Khabarovsk, whence the Uszuri section of the railway 
runs to Viadivostok, thus completing for the present the 
great enterprise begun in 1691, and establishing uninter- 
rupted steam communication between Western Burope, St Peters- 
burg, and the extreme eastern limits of the Russian ire 
on the Pacific Coast. 

At present the scheduie running time is: St Petersburg 
is dite Nae „„ Lake Baikal to Stretensk - three 
days; by river te Khabarovsk -six days, and to Vladivostok 
one day). total nineteen days, | 

and Vladivostok 


The section of the line between Stretensk is now partly 


completed and it is expected that the whole line will be 


‘open ‘in about eighteen months. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


* 
7 8 . , 
— 
„ „ * 
5 - : 9 3 
~ Ag 
7 ° e : 4 
| | “4 
, : 2 > — N 
8 ' 1 * 1 = * a » : ae - . ＋ . 
af a * i; a 1 ** ‘ 1 2 7 fy ; ~ > So ee : 5 a * 
b 8 : > 42 1 . — 1 * - - * ¥ — A ‘ 5 an 
‘ 2 1 * — 4 rid <= N +, 8 2 1 . tn) J 1 4 P . f * . 4 ~~ 
* 4 n en 2 . 28 8 re ae - al 1 
a N w < 1 3 , ~~ 2 2 2 4 7 — >” » ’ 
4 3 » * „ 1 5 Lin! * n 2 ~ | «fd a P 2 * 2 * 8 — 1 * 1 
* 7 — „ « * in Boek ry 8 . * 4 1 * fe 1 d * * 4 
7 . ’ 2 2 >. ' . 1 ¢ ” * * * 4 — P * 1 4 + 
* 0 N Salt Oma * 2 * „. — 1 
, 7 8 8 2 * 4 J as 1 “en * 4 - * a, - - 2 5 » « 4 
: 0 ** > . 5 2 - > 2 5 
, * . 8 * . . 5 
et 


